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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 








the DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devetor- 
4ENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
ill subjects of commercial interest is collected and classitied 
ina form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests f British trade permii, replies are given to 
ruyuiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different Jocalities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Suitistics; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations cun- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply. Prices, 
ete., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, ete. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Over 66.000 samples of goods of Foreign manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department at 3. Guildhai) Courtyard, E.C., and are 
now available for the inspection of British manufacturers. 

Arrangements are now in progress for the BRITISH 


INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, and a Supplement of the ‘“‘Board 














of Trade Journal” dated Sth May, 1919, gives detailed 
instructions to exhibitors. Lhe Office dealing with Hatr 
matters is at 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1, w 
which address all enquiries should be made, 


In order that British manufacturers may have an opper- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with Foreign methods of 
advertising (including German and Austrian), the Board of 
Trade have collected over 13,000 Foreign Trade Catalogues, 
and these may be inspected by British manufacturers at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Inte!li- 
cence), 73, Basinghal! Strect, London, I.C.2. 


A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple maiter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Bax:ng- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


All communications intended for the Department of Gyer- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should ke 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 38, 
Old Queen Street, London S.W. 1. 











OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 


nn 


COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register afiords early information to manu- 
faeturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s ‘Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annua! subscription to the “Board of Trade Journal’’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms whe desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shovld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
Development, and Intelligence), 78, Basinghall Street, 

ndon, E.C. 2. 





FORM K. 


H.M. Consular Officers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 


facture. This information. which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
Kuropean references, goods particularly required, terms «If 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 

In order to obtain the tullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K’’ system of information, a wide circulation 1s 
ESSENTIAL. 

A systein of co-operation between the Departnient of 
Overseas Trade (L)< velopuie nt and Intelligence) and British 
fiaders is therefore necessary, and this co-eperation is being 
attained as follows :— 

J. The Departinent collects and edifs the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 
That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Jndustries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have ther 
varions component trades classified as shown in ‘Form kh,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 

The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street. London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the Jatter. | 
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The Board of Trade. 


COAL. 








WEEKLY OUTPUT IN TONS 
Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four weeks ended 10th January are 
civen below. 
~ During the first full working week atter the Christmas 
and New Year holidays the production rose to 4,040,725 


tons. 
ard. Jan. 10th Jan. 








District. 20th Dee. 27th Dec. 
Northumberland 238.133 160,£20 139.053 211,144 
I a ctadiecich sy 676,015 431,336 469 300 624,490 
Yorkshire ............... 800.147 533.470 526.414 695,417 
Lancashire, Cheshire : 
and North Wales... 453,511 312,271 521.818 439.254 
Derby. Nottingham 
and Leicester ....... 586.998 375.049 463,666 578,118 
Statfordshire. Shrop- 
shire, Warwick and 
Worcester ............ 372,158 260.649 °69 924 343.951 
South Wales and . 
\fonmouthshire 997.315 514,505 247.817 087.489 
Other English  Dis- 
ON SS aera ree 106.143 62,502 16.370 101,346 
OS SR 679,908 684.241 584.330 559.514 
| ee 4.910.106 3.352.603 3,494,712 4.640923 











SUMMARY SINCE MAY 31. 
The total production weekly of coal since 31st May, 
1919, is given below :-— 


Tons. Tons. 
May 3ist_...... 4,812,595 September 27th 4,481,454 
June 7th ......... 4,644,034 October 4th ... 2,871,610 
June 14th ...... 3,256,508 October 11th 4,076,862 
June 2lst...... 4,736,841 October 18th ... 4,727,465 
June 28th ...... 4.806.933 October 25th ... 4,761,037 
Sule SG ......-s. 4.728.588 November Ist ... 4,674,532 
July 12th ...... 4,795,148 November 8th ... 4,804,456 
July 19th ...... 3.893.651 November loth 4,679,402 
July E. awavide 2.537.954. November 22nd 4,767,578 


August 2nd... 3,614,776 November 29th 4,762,729 


August 9th ...... 2.642.895 December 6th 4,868,524 
August 16th 3,726,499 December 13th 4,886,156 
August 23rd 3,989,762 December 20th 4,910,106 
August 30th ... 4,354,983 December 27th 3,352,603 
September 6th 4,509,863 January ord .. 3,494,603 
September 13th 4,489,816 January 10th ... 4,540,725 


September 20th 4,450,308 
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PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT. 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 

The second general meeting of the Central Committee 
was held at the Hotel Windsor, Victoria Street, on 
16th instant. The Chairman (Mr. C. A. McCurdy, K.C.. 
M.P.) had prepared and circulated to the members of 
the Committee a printed report showing the work which 
had been carried out from 30th September last (the 
date of the first general meeting) to 3lst December, 
and in moving the adoption of this report the Chairman 
amplified the information contained in it by summaris- 
ing some of the findings of the reports on Fish, 
Tobacco, Chocolate, Road ‘Transport Rates and 
Farriery, which had been prepared by the Sub-Com- 
mittees of the Standing Committee on Trusts, and 
referred to the legal difficulties which had delayed the 
publication of the reports. The Chairman informed the 
meeting that the Investigation of Prices Standing Com- 
mittee had examined and approved the new Standard 
Boot Scheme which has been prepared by the Boot 
Industry, and expressed the hope that footwear manu- 
factured and distributed under this scheme would soon 
be on the market. The Sub-Committees which had 
been appointed to enquire into the effect of alleged com- 
bines on the prices of sewing cotton, soap, salt, elee- 
trical lamps, wallpaper and uniform clothing, had not 
yet, he stated, completed their investigations. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE —continued. 





The adoption of the Chairman’s report was seconded 
by Sir Herbert Nield, K.C., M.P., and was carried 
unanimously. 

Bailie Peter Gillespie moved and Mr. W. Marshall 
l‘reeman seconded a motion recommending the setting 
up of Tribunals for the hearing of complaints of pro- 
fiteering by wholesalers in such centres outside London 
as might be required. ‘The motion was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Ernest Bevin moved and Mr. G. W. Pailey 
seconded the appointment of twenty-six additional 
members to the Complaints Standing Committee. ‘lhe 
motion was carried unanimously. | 

Mr. Ernest Levin moved and Mr. W. Mackinder 
seconded a resolution urgently requesting the Board of 
Trade to publish immediately all reports of committees 
and sub-committees as issued. This was carried 
unanimously. 

After some further discussion it was agreed that the 
date of the next meeting of the Central Committee 
should be left to the decision of the Chairman. The 
proceedings then terminated 

A meeting of the Complaints Standing Committee 
was held immediately after the meeting of the Central 
Committee, when .eighteen additional members were 
appointed to sit on the Preluninary Investigation Sub- 
Committee. 

Other meetings of Committees and Sub-Committeos 
have taken place during the past week as follows: 

January 15. Investigation of Prices Standing Committee. 
A draft report on the subject of Government Costings was 
formally agreed. The first report of the Wool Tops and 
Yarns Sub-Committee was approved. Consideration was 
also given to statements prepared by the Chief Accountant 
on the possibility of Trade investigation into costs of cotton 
yarns and piece-goods and on the new Standard Boot and 
Shoe Scheme. A draft report on worsted yarns was formally 
agreed. 

At a meeting of the Drugs Sub-Committee held on the 
same date the draft report on Aspirin was considered and 
amended. 

January 16th. Second meeting of the Uniform Clothing 
Sub-Committee of the Committee on Trusts. Evidence was 
given by three witnesses. 

January 20th. Thirteenth meeting of the Standing Com- 
mittee on Trusts. Meeting of the Wallpaper Sub-Com- 
mittee of the Committee on Trusts and of the Motor Fuel 
Sub-Committee of the Prices Committee. 

Reports on Cement and on Fixed Retail Prices have been 
prepared by the Staff for the information of the Standing 
Committee on Trusts. 








THE CLEARING OFFICE FOR ENEMY DEBTS. 


The Controller of the Clearing Office for Enemy 
Debts desires to notify the public that the pre-war rate 
of exchange on Germany referred to in the Treaty of 
Peace at which debts of or claims against German 
nationals are convertible into British currency is: Marks 
20°5075 equals £1, and that the calculation must be 
made by the creditor or debtor before preferring his 
claim or tendering payment of his debt. 

Notice is also given to debtors of German nationals 
for sums of under £50, who were not required under 
the Proclamation to register their debts with the Public 
Trustee, that they are required at once to pay to the 
Controller, at Cornwall House, Stamford Street, S.E. 1, 
the amount of such debts with interest at 5 per cent. 
per annum from 4th August, 1914, except in cases 
where the debtor is liable to pay interest at some 
different rate or from some other date. 

Creditors in preferring their claims are earnestly 
requested to comply with the directions in the margin 
of the form of proof and circular letter which was ¢ent 
to them by the Controller. It is of importance that two 
extra copies of the detailed particulars of the account 
which is endorsed on or exhibited to the proof, should 
be attached to it when lodged at the Clearing Office. 
Failure to observe this requirement will lead to delay 
in payment of the claim. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





SENIOR OFFICIAL RECEIVER (HIGH COURT), 
In consequence of the appointment of Mr. E. 8S. Grey, 
Senior Official Receiver attached to the High Court in 
Bankruptey, to be controller of the Clearing Office for 
Enemy Debts, the President of the Poard of Trade has 
appointed Mr, William Percy Bowyer to be Senior 
Official Receiver; Mr. Daniel Williams, hitherto Senior 
Assistant Otheial Receiver, to be Official Receiver: and 
Mr. Frank ‘Townsend Barton, Assistant Official 
Receiver, to be Senior Assistant Official Receiver. 


——.. | 





REMOVALS. 
The Beard of Trade announce that the Scientific 
Instruments, Glassware and Potash Production Branch, 
and the Mineral Resources Development Department, 
have now removed from 7, Seamore Place, Curzon 
Street, W. 1, to the New Public Offices, Great George 
Street, S.W. 1. (Telephone No. Victoria 9800.) 
The Office of the Controller of Trading Accounts has 
also removed to Great Street from Gwydyr 
House Annexe, Whitehall, S.W. 1. 


The addresses and telephone numbers of the various 


i. 
Ger roe 


departments and sub-departments of the Poard are 
given each week on the back cover of the ‘‘ Journal.’’ 


All changes are noted on this list. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


TRADE WITH POLAND. 

The visit to this country of Mr. R., Ek. Kimens, His 
Majesty's Acting Commercial Secretary at Warsaw, has 
now been fixed for 23rd January. Mr. Kimens will be 
in attendance at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1) daily (Sunday excepted) 
from 24th January to 3lst January (inclusive), between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. 








SPANISH GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 

A translation of a complete list of articles in which 
foreign competition will be admitted in connection with 
the Spanish Government Contracts during 1920 may be 
consulted by British firms on application to the Latin- 
America Section of the Department of Overseas Trade. 
Such contracts are for supplies required by the various 
Departments of State, and public calls for tenders 
therefor are published from time to time in the Official 
Gazette. ‘I'ne list 1s divided; into sections covering raw 
materials: metallurgical products; machinery, motors, 
engines and apparatus in general; electric materials; 
accessories for fire brigades and life-saving services; 
armament and material for military purposes; scientific 
material for instruction and research purposes; material 
for building purposes; hygienic and sanitary appliances 
and materials; medical products; chemical products; 
and sundries. 





ay 


POSTAGE OF CATALOGUES, ETC. 

H.M. Trade Commission at Toronto has received 
complaint from a Canadian. steel corporation that 
United Kingdom firms continue to send them printed 
matter insufficiently stamped. The corporation will 
decline to accept such in future. 

It is important that all catalogues. price lists and 
other printed matter should be adequately stamped 
before being despatched to overseas markets, as not 
only does annoyance result from carelessness in this 
matter but business may be lost. 
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LOCAL TAXATION IN KWANTUNG. 

A number of amendments, taking effect as from 1st 
January, have recently been made in the Regulations 
governing Local Taxation in the Kwantung Leased 
ferritory. As these amendments cover the taxation of 
Wholesale and retail businesses changes in the classi- 
fication for taxation purposes of dealings in various food- 
stuffs, textiles, metals, etc., the taxation of house rents 
and the proceeds of sales, revenue, contract money, fees 
and commissions, a translation of the Regulations as 
amended may be consulted at the Enquiry Office of 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, S.W. 1. 





SAPETY SWITCH FOR ELECTRICAL RAILWAY 
CABLES. 
Lhe Municipality of Buenos Aires has opened a com- 





petition with a view to encouraging the production of 
a suitable switch which shall render electrical tramway 
cables harmless in the event of breakage. 

The following are the conditions of the competition :— 

1. Schemes may be presented within six months from 
30th October, 1919. 

2. All schemes must be presented in writing to the ‘‘Mesa 
de Entradas’’ of the Intendencia Municipal, accompanied 
by plans and descriptive memoir. 

3. The study and testing of the apparatus presented shall 
be carried out by an Honorary Technical Committee 
ap, inted by the Municipal Executive acting in ~ccord with 
the City Council. 

4. The Honorary Technical Committee shall not only take 
into account the efficiency of the apparatus at the time ot 
the testing, but also the guarantee they may offer of per- 
manent efficiency when subject to atmospheric or other 
influence. 

0. The Honorary Technical Committee, after studying the 
models, plans and descriptive details presented, will select 
those which they consider worthy of trial, rejecting al! 
others. 

6. The trials shall be carried out on the cables of electric 
tramways of the Municipality. 

¢. The cables on which the trials are made shall be subject 
to a load varying from 0 to 250 amperes. The switch must 
be so constructed that it will not act when the load 1s 
reduced to OU. 

8. The Honorary Technical Committee shall fix the day 
and hour of the trials. For each trial a memorandum shall 
be drawn up with the intervention of the interested party or 
his representative. The absence of the interested party or 
his representative at the time of the trial shall be taken 
to imply his withdrawal from the trial and elimination from 
the competition. 

9. The expenses connected with the competitien shall be 
borne by the competitors pro rata. 

10. Within thirty days of the conclusion of the trials, the 
Honorary Technical Committee shall present its report on 
the results obtained. 

11. Each competitor shall deposit in the Banco Munic:pal 
de Préstamos (Buenos Aires), and to the order of the 
Intendente Municipal, whatever sum may be assigned to 
him in the pro rata division of the expenses. 


~ 
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CONGESTION AT BARCELONA. 

H.M. Consul-General at Barcelona cables to state 
that British ships continue to arrive at the port with 
no possibility whatever of unloading. The lock-out con- 
tinues, and he strongly advises that British ships should 
not be sent to the port for the present. 





ARGENTINE HEALTH REGULATIONS. 

The Argentine Health authorities have now issued 
instructions that no passenger shall be allowed to land 
at Buenos Ayres unless he or she holds a medical certi- 
fieate of vaccination within the previous seven years, 
and that any person embarking without such document 
must submit to vaecination by the ship’s surgeon before 
they can disembark. 















104 THE BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 


JANUARY 22, 1920. 





Special Articles. 





EMPIRE COTTON. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRADE 
COMMITTEE. 


On the 25th July, 1917, a Committee, under the 
chairmanship of Sir Henry  Pirchenough, Bart., 
K.C.M.G., was appointed by the President of the 
Board of Trade ** to investigate the best means_ of 
developing the growing of cotton within the Empire, 
and to advise the Government as to the necessary 
measures to be taken for this purpose.’’ It was a 
strong and representative Committee, consisting of 
twenty-one members appointed by the Board of Trae; 
seventeen of the members were nominated by Govern- 
ment Departments, trade associations, and other public 
bodies. The recommendation that the Empire Cotton 
Growing Committee should be set up was made by 
the Departmental Committee on the Textile Trades, 
and this recommendation was supported by a Memo- 
randum to the Prime Minister from the British Cotton 
Growing Association and other bodies, including the 
Liverpool and Manchester Cotton Associations, and all 
the Associations of employers and employed in the 





cotton industry. 

[t was pointed out that (1) The world is short of 
cotton, and the shortage is increasing. (2) The shortage 
is greatest in the finer kinds of cotton which Great 
Britain uses so largely, and is generally more serious for 
Great Britain than for any other country. (3) Eighty- 
five per cent. of the cotton used in Great Britain comes 
from the United States, which every year itself con- 
sumes more of its own cotton. (4) The British Empire 
can (with proper development) grow the quantity and 
quality of cotton that it requires. (5) Cotton growing 
brings prosperity to the places suited for it. 

It was also suggested that there was a wide sphere 
of work which needed to be done by someone, and which 
could only be done quickly with Government assistance. 
It was argued that it was the business of each Colony 
or Protectorate to decide for itself whether its climate, 
soil, population and means of aceess to markets were 
suitable for cotton; also that it was the business of each 
Colony to decide what kind of cotton it was 
most profitable to grow, to try experiments, to control 
the industry, and to provide the necessary transport 
and other facilities when cotton was shown to be profit- 
able to the Colony. Finally, it was suggested that creat 
eilvantages would arise from the creation of some kind 
of Central Committee or Department in the Imperial 
Government to advise and assist in connection with all 
measures Which had to be taken, and, in particular, to 
bring all the resources of science into play to promote 
the extension and improvement of cotton growing. 

THE GENERAL SITUATION. 

All the investigations that the Committee have made 
tend to confirm the statements made in this 
Memorandum. There is no doubt about the shortage 
of cotton, nor as to its importance to Great Britain 
and the Eritish Empire. Since July, 1917, the situa- 
tion has become decidedly worse. Owing in part to the 
necessity for growing more food stuffs to meet the needs 
of the war, the cotton crops in the United States, in 
Egypt and in India have been curtailed. Morcover, 
the seasons have been unfavourable, and the present 
season 1s giving rise to fears that the crops both in the 
United States and in Egypt will again be deficient. The 
advent of peace has in no way improved the situation. 
There is evidence of a world shortage of cotton goods, 
and there is no prospect whatever of there being a full 
supply of cotton for some years to come. Prices of 
cotton are already at levels far in excess of anything 
recorded since the cotton famine in the sixties. The 
Committee also find themselves able to endorse gener. 
ally the opinions in the Memorandum. They are con- 
fident that if proper measures are taken, it should be 
possible to grow within the Empire at any rate a very 
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large proportion of the cotton it requires. They are 
convinced that in many parts of the Empire cotton 
crowing will greatly increase the prosperity of the 
colonies which grow it. As will be seen in Part II, this 
has already happened in St. Vincent and in Montserrat, 
and is taking place to a remarkable degree in Uganda. 
Further, they concur generally in the suggestions made 
in the Memorandum, and think it very necessary that 
the Committee should be empowered to advise and 
assist in all measures to be taken for the promotion of 
cotton growing. 

The Report of the Empire Cotton Enquiry Committee 
which has now been issued (Cmd. 523, Is. Gd. net) is in 
two parts, Part I giving the general views of the Com- 
mittee, and setting forth their general plans and pro- 
posals for the future; Part II containing a detailed sur- 
vey of the various territories of the Empire which are 
considered suitable for the cultivation ot cotton. 


PART I. 
THE PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED. 

The problem before the Committee was the adequate 
development of the Empltire’s resources for the produe- 
tion of cotton. Its solution appears to depend on the 
proper handling of three main questions, 

The acquisition of necessary knowledge, and the 
supply of men to apply that knowledge. 

II. The establishment of efficient arrangements for 

(a) controlling the growing of cotton crops, and 

(b) marketing the crops, when grown, so as to 

secure the best possible results for the growers, 

III. The provision of the necessary funds. 

THE ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE: A CENTRAL 
(ESEARCH INSTITUTE. 

It is urged that the foundatiion of all agricultural 
progress must be based on science. Mesearch is required 
not only into the true relation between the character- 
istics of cotton lint and the qualities of the finished 
article, but is also urgently needed into the principle 
underlying the growth of cottcn. Two branches ot 
research are required; one into the laws of heredity 
and their application to the development of cotton; the 
other into the effects and limitations of environment. 
Again, the research needed can be divided into tivo 
classes in another way, for some problems are of a 
universal character, and some are purely local. 

To carry out the research required it 1s recommended 
that at the earliest possible date a Central Institute 
should be established to study the life of the cotton 
plant and the development of its lint, from all aspects 
except such as are of merely local interest and profit. 
It is suggested that for many reasons Egypt would be 
the most convenient place for the proposed Institute, 
provided that it would be weleomed by the Egyptian 
Government. It would not deal with local Egyptian 
problems, but would be closely linked up, not only with 
the local research work of Egypt, but also with the loeal 
research work of all other cotton areas. Co-operation 
with the newly formed British Cotton Industry Research 
Association is intended, and a Joint Committee has 
already been appointed. 

THe APPLICATION OF KNOWLEDGE. 


~~ 


Very great emphasis is laid on the need for making 
creat additions to the Agricultural Departments of all 
British Colonies and Dependencies, particularly where 
cotton can be erown. The Committee have great 
pleasure in reporting that the Colonial Office has 
recently, on their recommendation, appointed a Com- 
mittee (1) to consider the question of Agricultural 
Departments in the territories for which it is responsible, 
and (2) to draw up a general scale of numbers of men 
and of suitable salaries which could be adopted as an 
ideal to be worked up to as finances permit and as the 
men can be found. The need for pioneer work is dis- 
cussed. The work of the British Cotton Growing Ass0- 
ciation since 1904 is suitably acknowledged, and it is 
pointed out that work of this kind, that is investtigations 
as to the prospects for cotton in fresh districts, will 
require to be continued for many years to come. 
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ScaRciITy oF MEN. 

This is a very important subject, and the inquiry 
shows that the available supply of trained men is 
entirely insufticient. Three classes at least are required. 
Men of outstanding ability to conduct pure Research, 
men of good scientific qualifications for direct investiga- 
tions, and practical men for pioneer work and for bring- 
ing influence to bear on ordinary agriculturists. These 
classes are additional to administrative and exeeutive 
officers necessary to secwre proper control ot the eotton 
crops under the regulations laid down by the local 
guthority. In view of the need for so many highly 
trained men the Committee point out that there is a 
preliminary need to be supphed, and that they are 
advised by competent witnesses thé at provision must be 
made for more pure Research to be done at British 
Universities and other places ‘in such subjects as Plant 
Physiology, Plant Genetics, Mycology, and Entomology. 
At least one Professorship or Readership in cach of these 
sciences should be provided. In addition, provision 
should be made for a number of post-graduate student- 
ships attached to these and other chairs, by means of 
which promising men can be trained methods of 
Research. The Committee have made a small beginning 
by having arranged with the British Cotton Industry 
Research Association to eo-cperate in offering five such 
studentships to be held in the coming year. The Com- 
mittee recommend His Majesty's Government to take 
this matter into serious consideration in consultation 
with the cotton industry and many others which depend 
on agricultural products for their raw materials, and 
they ‘also recommend that liberal contributions for this 
purpose should be recognised as part of the expense of 
increasing the cotton supply. 


BureAv OF INFORMATION. 


The need is explained for a Central Bureau of infor- . 


mation to collect and disseminate the knowledge of all 
matters of interest to scientific and other cotton 
srowers. It is hoped to arrange for the publication of 
a Quarterly Review of Cotton Growing. 

THE CONTROL OF CoTTON GROWING. 

The necessity is explained for strict control by 
Government of all cotton crops so as to secure purity 
of strain, which is recognised to be an essential con- 
dition of suecess in cotton srowing. Control is wanted 
in other ways to combat. pests which, everywhere 
injurious, are specially dangerous in tropical regions. 


THE MARKETING OF CoTrron Crops. 


The Committee explain that in the infancy of cotton 
development in any new district special arrangements 
are necessary to secure to the grower prices propor- 
tionate to the quality of his cotton. It is also pointed 
out that financial assistance must occasionally be 
afforded during the period of growing. This may some- 
times take the form of fixing prices ahead, in others 
it may be necessary to make monetary advances 
against the crop. For all such work it is felt that some 
agency independent of Government wil] be needed, and 
it is recommended that an agreement should be made 
with the British Cotton Growing Association, subject 
to that body foregoing commercial profits and being 
guaranteed against loss on this part of the business. 

PROVISION OF THE NECESSARY ['UNDS. 

It is in the first place pointed out that apart from 
the large capital icadaed every year to finance and 
market the crop, promotion of cotton growing will in- 
volve the expenditure of a good deal of money. Some 
forms of expenditure have alre: ady been indicated. 
There are also many other matters often of pressing 
importance for which a large amount of money will 
eventually be required. The creet need in almost ev ery 
Colony or Protectorate is for better transport facilities. 
Roads, railways, water communications and harbour 
works are almost everywhere demanded. There are 
7 in many places present or prospective needs for 

irrigation and drainage. 


THE BOARD OF 
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ALLOCATION OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY. 

The Committee state the broad principle which in 
their opinion should be recognised in allocating the 
responsibility for raising the necessary money. They 
recognise the claims on the Imperial Government for 
assistance to the Colonies in raising money for develop- 
ment purposes; they also feel that a strong case cun be 
made tor appealing to the British Treasury for support 
to be given in some proportion to the efforts made by 
the Cotton Industry itself to pay for the unremunera- 
tive work which will be necessary to secure the satis- 
factory supply of its raw material. But the immediate 
object of the paragraph must be stated in extenso; it 
runs :—‘‘At present our object is to distinguish between 
the responsibilities for expenditure on the part ot ihe 
cotton growing colonies, and the cotton using industries, 
and to establish the principle that while expenditure 
Which «lirectly benefits the general interests of a colony 
should be borne by the colony itself, the cost of pro- 
moting the cultivation of cotton in preference to other 
crops should be recognised as a charge on the Cotton 
Industry. We hope that this broad principle may find 
seneral acceptance in Lancashire and other cotton using 
districts. There will, of course, be many cases in which 
the exact application of a principle of this kind may be 
in doubt. In some countries cotton is the most paying 
produce it is possible to grow, in others it is barely able 
to compete with other crops. Some colonies are better 
able to finance their own developments than others. In 
the peorer colonies, if cotton is to be developed at all, 
assistance must be given from the outside. Tf urther, 
if the principle we have enunciated is accepted, we feel 
that it will be fair to urge that wherever the Cotton 
Industry is willing to make special efforts to promote 
cotton growing with the approval of this Committee, 
the local Government concerned should upon its side 
do all that it possibly can to provide sufficient means 
of transport and communication and other necessary 
adjuncts.”’ 

FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS OF THE EMPIRE 
CotToN GROWING COMMITTEE. 

These cannot as yet be accurately estimated. An 
annual income is required for establishment expenses, 
and for a small amount of preliminary work. In addi- 
tion the following headings are suggested which have 
already been partly explained. 

(1) Research Work.—For the Central Institute for 
Research it is suggested that it might begin with four 
men of science with the necessary European and native 
assistance, and with at least four younger men qualified 
for carrying on independent research under supervision. 
It is mentioned that the funds for this can either be 
provided by the Emptire Cotton Growing Committee, 
or by the Cotton Industry Research Association. Both 
bodies are in an early stage of development, and friendly 
discussion will be required. But in any case very con- 
siderable expenditure is required, and will certainly 
bear fruit in largely increasing the wealth of the Empire. 

(ii) Readerships and Studentships. —It is recognised 
that this matter concerns not cotton alone, but most of 
the other textile trades, and many other industries such 
as sugar, rubber and cocoa, which depend on the living 
plant. The Committee recommend that the Cotton 
Industry should include this form of expenditure in its 
provision of funds for cotton growing. 

(iii) Practical Agricultural Work.—It is thought that, 
as the Agricultural Departments of many of the Colo- 
nies or Dependencies are enlarged, it will be necessary 
for the Cotton Industry to finance wholly, or in part, 
men who are employed in the special ‘promotion of 
cotton growing. 

(iv) Pioneer Work will be required, and is a proper 
charge on the Cotton Industry. 

(v) Commercial Handling will involve 
able outlay. 

(vi) Information.—Provision must be made for the 
necessary expenditure. 

Mernops oF RaIsinc THE Money. 

It is pointed out that the necessary funds cannot be 

satisfactorily raised by appealing for cifts and voluntary 


very consider- 
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subscriptions; nor is the kind of expenditure required 
such as to offer any direct profits in return. The ex- 
penditure will yield profitable results, but they will 
accrue to the cotton growing and cotton using com- 
munities, and not to individuals. It is theretore sug- 
cested that a fund should be raised on the basis of some 
kind of a levy from the Cotton Industry. A possible 
plan would be to impose a small sum on all cotton 
‘imported into the United Kingdom. So small a sum 
as Od. per bale of 500 Ib. would raise £100,000 per 
annum. Whatever plan is adopted and whatever sum 
is found to be necessary, it will be trifling beside the 
interests involved. Great Britain uses annually about 
4,000,000 bales of cotton, valued at the present time 
at £150,000,000 and upwards. It is recognised that 
elasticity will be required so that the sum annually 
provided may correspond with the expenditure which 
can trom time to time be justified; and also that so 
tar as the industry provides funds the representnrtives 
of the bodies which find it must control its appropria- 
tion. 
FUTURE PROSPECTS. 

Part I closes with an expression of the Committee s 
contidence that the problem of Empire Cotten Growing 
ean be solved. Further and more detailed enquiry will 
be needed; persistent and scientifically instructed work 
must be done; but success may be confidently expected. 


GENERAL CONCLUSIONS 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 


The General Conelusions and Recommendations of 
the Committee are as follows:— 


In putting forward our conclusions and recommendations 
we have to admit that they are to a large extent provisional 
in their character. We are convinced that it is possible for 
the British Empire to make good the world’s shortage of 
cotton, but the one conclusion that stands out plainly and 
definitely as the result of our work during the past two 
vears is that this achievement is beyond the powers of this 
or indeed of any Committee. I[t can only be accomplished 
by the united efforts of the Imperial Government and the 
Governments of the cotton-growing Dominions. Colonies, 
and Protectorates, supported by the active interest and 
cordial co-operation of all who are engaged in the Cotton 
Industry in this country. 

Our general recommendations are as follows: — 

(1) That the Empire Cotton Growing Committee be 
authorised to continue its work on the general 
lines of the present Report, and that a grant be 
made to it by the Treasury of a sum of not less 
than £10,000 per annum for five vears to pay for 
its secretarial and other current expenses and 
for any outlay that proves to be necessary for 
initiatory work in directions connected with the 
objects of the Committee. 

(2) That the immediate importance of greatlv enlarg- 
ing and strengthening the Agricultural Depart- 
ments of British Colonies and Protectorates he 
recognised as a preliminary step essential to any 
rapid progress, and that the Colonial Office he 
respectfully recommended to appoint a commit- 
tee to advise on the scale of numbers, salaries. 
and general expenditure which should be aimed 
at for adoption as and where cirenmstances 
permit. 

(3) That. in order to supplement the present knowledge 
of scientific principles underlying cotton growing. 
a Central Research Institute he established as 
soon as possible for their investigation. 

(4) That, in order to increase the supply and improve 
the training of scientific men, financial provision 
be made for at least four Readerships at British 
Universities in Plant Physiology, Playt Genetics, 
Mvcology, and Entomology; that funds be pro- 
vided for the awarding of Research Studentships 
to be held for one or for two years by graduates 
who are selected for training in methods of re- 
search in these and other sciences concerned with 
the study of the living plant; the number of these 
to be five to begin with, but to be gradually and 
considerably increased before long. 

(5) That we should establish a Bureau for the inter- 
change of knowledge of cotton growing and should 
arrange for the publication of a Quarterly 
Review devoted to this subject. 


AND 
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(6) That the Governments of all cotton-growing areas 
in the Empire be advised to take tull powers 
ior exercising strict control over all essential 
matters connected with cotton growing. 

(7) That, where it is possible and seems desirable, such 
Governments be recommended to establish local 
Associations of cotton growers to advise their 
Government upon matters of general interest to 
the industry. 

(8) That an agreement should be negotiated with the 
British Cotton Growing Association, in accord- 
ance with which that body will act as agent for 
the Empire Cotton Growing Committee for 
marketing crops where this is desired by the 
local Government; that it should be a condition 
of this agreement that the British Cotton Grow- 
ing Association shall forego the appropriation of 
any profits made in the business carried on under 
the agreement, provided that the Association is 


guaranteed against permanent loss arising 
therefrom. 


(9) Finance.—That funds for the promotion of cotton 
growing in the Empire should be provided from 
the following sources :— 

(a) The British Treasury. 

(b) The local revenues of cotton-growing 
areas. 

(c) The Cotton Industry. 

That ihe following general principles be 
accepted as a guide in discussion and in negotia- 
tions as to the allocation of financial responsibility 
to each of the above sources :— 

(a) That the British Treasury may fairly he 

~ looked to— 

(1) To provide for the secretarial and 
establishment charges of the Empire 
Cotton Growing Committee, and for 
outlay for initiatory work in direc- 
tions connected with the objects of 
the Committec. 

(2) To contribute—in some proportion to 
be agreed—towards expenditure upon 
schemes approved by this Committee 
which have for their object the pro- 
vision of the raw material upon 
which the great national industry of 
cotton manufacture depends. 

(3) To assist the Governments of Colonies 
and Protectorates—either by grants 
or more probably by guarantees—to 
provide funds for public works, such 
as railways, waterways, irrigation 
and harbour works, necessary for 
+he development of their resources. 

(b) That where developments, although in 
their inception they may be connected 
with cotton growing, are calculated to 
extend the general prosperity of 2 
Colon: or Protectorate, they should asa 
rule be financed by the Colonial or 
Protectorate Government. 

(c) That where the growing of cotton is pro- 
moted in preference to other profitable 
crops, and where pioneer work 18s 
undertaken in order to ascertain 
whether cotton can be grown profitably, 
the consequential expenditure should 
he at the charge of the Cotton 
Industry. 

(10) That the Committee be authorised to ascertain the 
opinion of the Cotton Trade of this country in 
regard to these recommendations, and in pat- 
ticular upon what lines effective co-operation in 
raising the neeessary money may be expected 
from the organisations in which the trade 1s 
srouped., 


. PART II. 
SURVEY OF THE COTTON GROWING AREAS OF 
THE EMPIRE. 
The Summary of Special Conclusions and Recom- 
mendations is as follows :— 
West INDIES. 


The crop, though small. is of world importance. We 
recommend that means should be provided to secure the 
continuance and, if possible, some enlargement of the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture. We also recommend 
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that careful enquiry be made as to the best means of re- 
placing the Sea Island crop of the United States [which is in 
grave danger of practical extinction]. 
EKeyrt, 

(a) The Egyptian crop before the war had reached a total 
of over 73 million kantars (or 1,875,000 bales of 400 Ib.). 
It has, however, during the war, fallen below 5 million 
kantars. Having in mind this fact and the particularly 
serious reduction in the supply of fine cotton generally 
owing to the loss of the Florida and Georgia (Sea Island) 
crop, we regard the position in Egypt with peculiar anxiety, 
and desire to emphasise the necessity of leaving no step 
untaken to remedy the causes which have led to this decline 
and to attain the maximum production of which the country 
is capable. 

(b) As quality is of first importance in fine cottons, such 
as Egyptian, we consider it essential that work should be 
directed methodically and constantly, not only towards 
maintaining the quality of the existing varieties, but also 
towards securing and holding in reserve other varieties for 
introduction when and as expedient. 

(c) We would specially emphasise the desirability of pro- 
ceeding without delay with the measures already determined 
upon before the war to remedy the unsatisfactory condition 
of parts of the Delta as regards drainage and the control 
of excess water. 

(d) Concurrently with the completion of these projects, 
it is of the utmost importance that water should be avail- 
able tor the reclamation and irrigation of -the lands referred 
to as well as of those further north which will be restored 
to cultivation by the new drainage works. An adequate 
water supply is available in the White Nile, and we trust 
that no time will be lost before adopting the best measures 
for its utilisation. Until this is done full advantage of the 
expenditure already incurred in the Northern Delta cannot 
be obtained. 

(e) It is estimated that the measures referred to in 
paragraph (d) would result in an_ increase of 3,500,000 
kaniars of cotton, or about 900,000 bales of 400 Ib. The 
magnitude of such a possible increase in the Egyptian crop 
overshadows, though in no way detracts from, the import- 
ance of the prospective increase in Uganda or Nigeria, 
where some such figure as 100,000 bales may be expected as 
the result of development work. 

(f) Since part of the serious reduction in the average 
vield of the crop is due to the devastations of the pink boll 
worm, we consider it essential that no time should he lost 
in putting into force the measures decided upon just before 
the outbreak of war to combat the ravages of this pest. 

(g) We most cordially welcome the appointment. of the 
new Cotton Research Board in Egypt and hope that every 
assistance will be given to it and to its endeavours to 
elucidate the problems affecting the Egyptian cotton crop. 
in particular (a) the environment of the crop, specially with 
regard to water and to the control of insect pests. and (b) 
the maintenance and improvement of the quality of the 
seed, 





SupDAN. 


In our letters to the President of the Board of Trade 
dated 29th December, 1917, and 17th February, 1919, we 
referred to the importance to Egypt of the Sudan irriga- 
tion and accompanying drainage schemes; and we desire to 
emphasise once more the fact that the irrigation projects 
in the Sudan form an inseparable part of the comprehen- 
sive scheme for utilising to the fullest extent the water 
supplied by the Nile. 

We have heard very full evidence with regard to the Blue 
Nile Barrage, which would make possible the irrigation of 
some 300.000 acres of land as a first instalment in the Gezira, 
with prospects of a further increase to about 1,000,000 acres 
suitable for cotton growing. We are of opinion that the 
Gezira is one of the most promising districts for develop- 
ment that we have had to consider: we recognise, however, 
that. with regard to the utilisation of the Nile, the 
interests of Egypt have to be considered before those of the 
Sudan. At the same time we hope that the possibilities of 
opening up and developing the Tokar and Kassala areas 
mav he carefully considered. 

Tn the Sudan as elsewhere, we consider experimental work 
to be of the greatest importance. We are glad to be in- 
formed that this is fully recognised by those responsible for 
the Government of this important country. 


MESOPOTAMIA. 


We are of opinion that the results obtained by the experi- 
menial work of the Department of Agriculture are very 
promising. These experiments, however, were necessarily 
carried out on a small scale. It is therefore most important 
that the work should be continued and extended in order 
to determine whether cotton can be economically produced 
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on a commercial basis. It is essential for this purpose that 

arrangements should be made to build up a supply of 

approved seed for large sowings in 1921, and we have 

already recommended that the funds required to make this 

possible should be at once provided by a special grant. 
UGANDA. 

We recommend that the Agricultural Department should 
be enlarged, and that the salaries paid to its officers should 
be substantially increased, so as to retain those already 
employed, and to attract men of ability to the service. 

Continued attention should be paid to the development 
of transport facilities, including improved waterways. 

We recommend that Government control of the Cotton 
Industry already established should be maintained, 

NYASALAND. 

We wish to emphasise the necessity here, as elsewhere in 
Africa, of strengthening the Agricultural Departments and 
improving transport facilities. 

RHODESIA. 

We think it desirable that the possibilities of Rhodesia 
as a whole should be more fully explored, since, although 
none of the districts where pioneer work has been under- 
taken can be regarded as likely to produce a large cotton 
crop in the early future, they apparently possess possibili- 
ties for further development which may prove valuable 
later on. 

The addition of cotton experts to the otherwise well- 
equipped Agricultural Department is essential before 
progress can be expected. 

The Unton oF Soutu AFRIca. 

The cotton-growing industry has now emerged from the 
experimental stage in South Africa. The results obtained 
indicate that cotton of excellent quality can be grown. We 
recommend that the valuable work done by the Department 
of Agriculture should be extended with the object of 
developing cotton growing on a much larger scale. 

NIGERIA. 


We sce reason for hope that great expansion may be 
possible in the growing of cotton in Nigeria, but before this 
ean be attained a large increase in the staffs of the Agri- 
cultural Departments will be necessary. We have to 
reiterate once more the need for an increase in the salaries 
paid, if these Departments are to be maintained in an 
efficient state. : 

We are of opinion that progress equally depends upon the 
systematic development of the transport systems. Until 
main line railways can be constructed, we think that efforts 
should be made to open up the country by other means of 
transport. We understand that several methods have been 
tried, and we would press the authorities to decide upon 
those most suited to local conditions, 

We are of opinion that the work of the British Cotton 
Growing Association in promoting the commercial develop- 
ment of the cotton crop has been very valuable. 

Meanwhile, we recommend that the British Cotton Grow- 
ing Association be asked to proceed energetically with its 
work in the areas in which it is now operating, with a view 
to increasing the cotton crop to the fullest extent of the 
capacity of the ginning and baling plant already installed, 
which appears sufficient to deal with a large increase upon 
the output of recent years. In this connection we recom- 
mend that our Committee should enter into a working 
agreement with the Association as outlined in Section 26 of 
this Report. 

Exploratory work in new districts, for example in the 
region of Lake Chad, appears to us desirable. and we recom- 
mend that we should assist the local Government in 
pioneer work. 

INDIA. 

Following the recommendations of the Indian Cotton 
Committee, which sat in 1917-18, we advise :— 

(i) That in order to obtain permanent improvements 
in cotton in India on a commercial scale, more 
detailed agricultural Work, better methods of 
marketing and handling, and closer co-operation 
between the Agricultural Departments and the 
Cotton Trade interests should all be promoted. 

(ii) That more detailed investigations of the existing 
kinds of plants in cotton-growing areas and more 
systematic tests of different varieties should be 
made. The work, both of selection and plant 
breeding, should be conducted solely ‘‘by 
research officers specially qualified therefor and 
able to devote their full attention to it.” The 
methods of field tests should be systematised. | 

(iii) That special weight be given to (1) the importance 
of work directed towards the improvement of 
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agricultural practice in its widest sense; (2) the 
need of staffing, organising and equipping Agri- 
cultural Departments on a scale adequate to 
carry through widespread demonstration work ; 
(3) the vital necessitv of Government control in 
organising the selection, supply and distribution 
of pure seed. 

(iv) That the recommendations to appoint an additional 
mycologist and to discontinue work on perennial 
cottons be adopted. 

(v) That the increase asked for in the staff of the Agri- 
eultural Departments, which is the minimum 
that can be expected to discharge the necessary 
duties assigned to these officers, should be 
granted. 

(vi) That the possibilities of the Sukkar Barrage Project 
be re-examined. 

(vii) That, with a view to improving the marketing of 
cotton, markets should be established under 
definite rules and regulations, and co-operative 
sale by the villagers should be encouraged. 

(viii) That effect be given to the Indian Cotton Commit- 
tee’s suggestions for the licensing of ginnerics 
and presses, and that the needful legislation be 
introduced, We also support their recommenda- 
tion that the transport of cotton and waste be 
controlled. 

(ix) That the proposal to form an East Indian Cotton 
Association be carried out, since we believe that 
the formation of an association on the lines 
indicated would be of benefit to the Indian Cotton 
Trade, and would be welcomed by similar 
organisations in other countries. 

(x) That the standardisation of weights on the plan 
suggested—namelv, 28 Ib. (avoird.) to the 
maund, 28 maunds to the khandi—be adopted. 

(xi) That the recommendations for improving crop fore- 
casts be carried out, but that in the interest of 
accuracy the advisability of securing returns of 
unpressed cotton delivered direct to mills be 
considered. 

(xii) That the proposal to form a Central Cotton Com- 
mittee, as cntlined in the Report. be put into 
effect, and that the Empire Cotton Growing 
Committee work in co-operation with it 
wherever possible, in the interests of cotton 
production. 

Finally, we would request sympathetic consideration for, 
and early action on, the various recommendations of the 
Indian Cotton Committee, which we consider well calculated, 
both to improve cotton growing in India and to promote 
the material benent of that country. 

The Report was dated on 22nd October, 1919, and is 
signed by all the members of the Committee except 
Mr. Wadia and Mr. Kershaw, who have been absent 
from England during the drafting of the Report. 





THE SCANDINAVIAN MARKETS. 


OPENINGS FOR ‘BRITISH COMMERCIAL 
TRAVELLERS IN NORWAY. 


As the Scandinavian markets are within a_ short 
journey of the United Kingdom and they supply im- 
portant materials for our exports of manufactured goods 
it is desirable that no efforts should be spared in increas- 
ing our export trade with them. 

Many complaints have been made from time to time 
that United Kingdom firms are losing considerable busi- 
ness through being unsatisfactorily represented in these 
markets, and through what is assumed by Scean- 
dinavians to be their indifference to trade openings in 
these countries. Again many suggestions have also 
been made as to the essential points to be observed if 
business is to be secured. One (which was stated on 
p. 40 of the ** Journal ’’ of 8th January) is the dislike 
of one country to see its business with the United King- 
dom handled by agents appointed in an adjacent country. 
Another is that local agents are known, in certain 
cases, to be exorbitant, and this naturally prejudices 
British trade. ; 

At the present time, however, there appears to ke 
no doubt that the best way to open up business in 
these countries, and to stabilise it as a permanent 
connection, is to cover the ground by means of com- 
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mercial travellers. The depleted state of the markets 
in practically all lines of merchandise, makes it certain 
that a commercial traveller who is personally fitted 
for associating with local traders and is supplied with 
samples, will be able to bring valuable orders to this 
country. Some time ago we stated in the “* Journal ” 
that a commercial traveller intended for the Sean- 
dinavian markets should be a man of good education, 
and, of course, with a considerable knowledge both of 
the countries and at least of one Scandinavian 
language. 

H.M. Consul at Christiania has recently made en- 
quities as to the prospects of business in the event of 
commercial travellers arriving in Norway from the 
United Kingdom, and the following replies have been 
received from Vice-Consuls. Great emphasis is laid on 
the advantages of visiting the smaller provincial towns, 
instead of endeavouring to cover them from the main 
distributing centres. 

I’ REDRIKSHALD. 

From Fredrikshald the reply of the British Vice- 
Consul was :— 

Those British commercial travellers whom 1 have met 
during their visits to this town have informed me of their 
astonishment at the amount of business to be done in the 
coast towns of the Christiania Fjord. One Manchester 
traveller said he found the district a ‘‘gold mine.” 

As might be expected, few of the drapers and iron- 
mongers, who are the chief importers of British goods in 


this district, understand English, it is therefore very 


desirable that British travellers should have an acquaintance 
with one of the Scandinavian languages, or be accompanied 
by one who has a knowledge of them. A draper and out- 
fitter has just reported to me about a British commercial 
traveller who carried samples of goods which the draper 
was very anxious to get, but little business resulted from 
the visit because they did not understand each other. I 
could have arranged in this case for an interpreter, which 
would undoubtedly have increased the business done. 


FREDRIKSTAD. 
The British Vice-Consul at Fredrikstad stated :— 


I am sure that many of the principal tradesmen here, who 
are at present placing their orders for British goods through 
Christiania agents, will be glad to give their orders to the 
British commercial travellers who may visit them. 

The principal articles of import here are all kinds of 
machinery and electrical plant, requisites for paper mills, 
all kinds of hardware, linoleum, biscuits, jams, chocolates, 
candies, ready-made men’s and boys’ clothes, ladies’ apparel, 
hosiery, and haberdashery. 


SARPSBORG. 
The British Vice-Consul at Sarpsborg writes :— 


I have reason to believe the calling of British commercial 
travellers in Sarpsborg and Fredrikstad on firms dealing in 
the following articles would be appreciated by buyers. and 
that there ought to be a prospect of direct orders being 
placed : — 

Hardware (ironmongery, etc.). 
Ready-made clothes. 

Ladies’ and gentlemen’s outfits and cloths. 
Pulp and paper-makers’ requisites. 
Biscuits, chocolate, pickles, etc. 

Linoleum and oilcloth. 


TONSBERG. 
The Acting British Vice-Consul at Tonsberg  re- 


ported :— 

I have gone carefully into this matter and have had a 
couple of conferences with the Director of the Tonsbergs 
Commercial Association, who is also carrying on a very eX- 
tensive business in the colonial branch here. He informs 
me that the merchants here would always be pleased to see 
British travellers who would visit Tonsberg, and in fact 
merchants here look very favourably upon all kinds of 
British goods and have a special desire to make business 
with Great Britain. 

I have the impression that practically all goods could be 
used here, and of the chief articles I would mention the 
following :— 

Coffee, sugar and tea. 

All paints, oil and British red lead, which is specially 
asked for. 

Engine oil and grease, preserved fruits, meat, ete. 





* > 


of 3 
mor 
has 

hate 
to t 
iner 


of. 








Tanvary 22, 1920. 





SPECIAL ARTICLES—continued. 








Lead, tin, zinc plates, and all kinds of iron wares. 
All goods within the textile bianch. 

H.M. Vice-Consul at Moss gave the following view: 

[mporters of grocery goods and iron (hardware) goods 
wish that British commercial travellers would visit the 
town, and the importers will then very likely place orders 
direct in their hands. Some British firms have already 
got travellers, who visit Moss, but most goods have to be 
bought through wholesale dealers at Christiania. 

Importers of drapery and textile goods state that the 
best way of buying goods for them is through Christiania 
agents, who generally have got samples, so for this branch 
ot goods it is not necessary for British travellers to visit 
Moss. 

The greatest inconvenience in the import trade at Moss 
is that all shipments go via Christiania for reshipment for 
Moss. If either the Norwegian or the British liners run- 
ning to Norway could be induced to call at Moss for smaller 
quantities of general cargo, I am sure that this would 
neourage the import of British goods here. 

The above Vice-Consuls will be happy to afford callers 
9n arrival an indication of the best likely buyers to 
call on. The above towns have populations of about 
12.500, 16,500, 13,000, 11,500 and 9,000 respectively, 
hesides the country districts they serve, so that the 
frst arrivals would have the best prospects of securing 
the biggest orders. 

THe Personar Toveu. 
The personal note is the keynote to success In Increas- 
c our trade in Norway. It is the representative of 
the individual British manufacturer or exporter whom 
‘he buver or agent wants to see, just as in the past he 
has secon the German or American traveller who took 
the trouble to‘come over to book orders. 





JAPANESE COTTON YARN. 


PRICES AND THE SPECULATION FEVER. 
(From H.M. Acting Vice-Consul.) 





OSAKA. 

A subject which attracted general discussion in this 
listrict in November and December, and probably in 
many other parts of Japan, is the extraordinary prices 

which cotton yarn is quoted on the ‘‘ Sampin’ 
exchange, that is, the market for raw cotton, cotton 
varn and cotton cloth. To give some idea of the way 
in which the price of yarn has risen a few figures for 
spot goals are quoted below :— 

Yen. 
1914 average 113°89 for 1 bale of 20s. 
1915 = ,..-—-:107-00 


bi | 


1916 . tara - 

1917 ., 256°58 ’ 

1918 » oores 7” 
Jan.—June, 1919 ., 418°35 





‘Jan.—Yen 367°37; June—Yen 491°49.) 
Record price, 17 Nov.—Yen 727°80. 
Causes oF RIsE. 

As to the cause of this increase such direct factors 
‘s higher cost of labour and raw material have 
undoubtedly to be taken into account, but these alone 
re quite insufficient to bring abouf the state of affairs 
disclosed by the above statistics. The principal causes 
ATC * ae 

1; Excess of demand over supply. 

(2) Inflation of the currency. 

Opinions differ as te which of these two factors is 
chiefly to blame, but it is impossible to regard them as 
fxisung separately and distinctly. War prosperity and 
higher wages have, ‘in spite of the enormous increase 
in the price of commodities, raised the general standard 
of living in this country. The lower classes are buying 
more alothes than they could previously afford, and this 
fas mereased the domestic demand for yarn. The 
natural increase in the population has also contributed 
to this result. The shortage of supply is not due to 
increased exports, since the latter show a decided falling 
of, namely, from 314.648 bales in July—December 1918 
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to 130,611 bales during the first half of 1919. The high 

prices of Japanese yarn and the recent boycott of 

Japanese goods in China account for this decline. 
CURRENCY INFLATION. 

The inflation of the currency has provided an abund- 
ance of ready money, and industrial and financial circles 
are enjoying an unprecedented boom. The prices of all 
commodities have in consequence appreciated rapidly, 
and yarn has followed—or rather perhaps led—the 
ceneral tendency. Another manifestation of the inflated 
currency is a speculative fever wh'ich has spread to the 
provinges and is as virulent there among an agricultural 
population enriched by high prices for rice and milk as 
in the large cities. There has been heavy gambling on 
the cotton exchange, in wh'ich the professional mani- 
pulator has not always come off best. The result is to 
be seen in the margin which is said to exist between 
the manufacturing cost of yarn and the prices at which 
it is quoted on the exchange. This difference probably 
goes principally into the hands of middlemen and 
brokers, as the spinners usually make forward contracts 
for about 80 per cent. of their output at periods of as 
much as a year or even eighteen months ahead. The 
‘* Diamond ’’ Economic Journal of lst November states 
that in pre-war days the spinners’ profit on a bale of 
2U counts was about ten yen, and that at present it 
ranges from forty to seventy yen. The same journal for 
Ist December states that the margin between the 
spinners’ contract prices and the market price is now 
ven 200. This ‘is confirmed by a prominent merchant 
who states that the spinners could make good profits 
even if the price of yarn was restricted to five hundred 
ven a bale. 

GOVERNMENT ACTION. 

The obvious remedy would be to extend the plant in 
operation, but the impossibility of obtaining quickly 
either from England or the United States more than 
a portion of the spindles on order has rendered this 
measure impossible of effective adoption at present. 

During November, 1919, the price of yarn for delivery 
at the end of the month advanced from 619 yen to over 
700 yen in the course of a few days, and it was a 
current saying that the domestic market could afford 
te purchase yarn even at the price of 900 yen a bale. 
The Government, however, having assumed office with 
a mandate to reduce prices, were unable to continue the 
laissez faire policy which was so agreeable to their 
capitalist connections. An ordinance aimed at prevent- 
ing manupulation of the market by prohibiting corner- 
ing or hoarding has been in operation for some time, 
but the enforcement of ‘its provisions is dithcult, and 
the penalties for infringement are inadequate. Towards 
the end of October an official of the Department of 
Agriculture and Commerce was despatched to Osaka, 
where he conducted elaborate investigations with the 
object of securing evidence such as would justify the 
prosecution of commission agents and brokers for con- 
travention of the ordinance referred to above, or of the 
Exchange Laws. At the outset his mission caused 
something of a set-back, but his return to Tokyo on 
4th November was signalised by arise of eighteen yen 
in yarn for November delivery, followed by a similar 
jump on the following day. 

SUGGESTED REMEDIES. 

The report which this official made appears to have 
convinced the Minister that there was not sufficient 
evidence to support legal proceedings, and that the 
market could not be regulated in this way. The next 
step taken was to summcn to Tokyo ten of the leading 
dealers in yarn and cloth, of whom five were trading 
in Osaka and the remainder in Tokyo or Nagoya. At 
an interview with these gentlemen the Minister of Agri- 
culture and Commerce pointed out that the phenomenal 
rise in the price of cotton yarn and cloth was causing 
popular unrest, and that measures had to be taken to 
improve matters, as the question was one which affected 
the livelihood of the nation and could not be over- 
Icoked. After same discussion he asked them to draw 
up In writing an expression of their views on the follow- 
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ing four points, which were among the measures 
advocated by the dealers:— 
(1) Restriction of long terms forward contracts. 
(2) Effect of the abolition of import duties on cotton 
yarn and cloth, 
(3) Effect of the restriction or prohibition of export. 
(4) Inereased installation of cotton spinning 
machinery; in connection with this the 
encouragement of the import of machinery. 
GOVERNMENT’S POLICY. 

The Government’s policy now appears to be based on 
the first three of these expedients. As to the first the 
dealers have qundertaken to restrict their transactions 
to a period of one year in advance, and the Government 
has been requested to convey an intimation to the 
spinners enjoining them to confine their forward «on- 
tracts within the same limits. No. 3 has been given 
effect by the amendment on 13th November of Ordinance 
No. 22 of the Department of Agnculture and Commerce 
issued in September, 1914, which results in the export 
of cotton yarns being subject to a licence system for the 
present. In practice merchants state that the embargo 
is absolute on coarse yarns up to and including 20 
counts, saving that an exception is made in favour of 
gsoods contracted for prior to 13th November, and that 
fine yarns are not restricted. The suspension of import 
duties being a matter requiring the assent of the Diet 
or the issue of an emergency Imperial Ordinance could 
not be so speedily effected. Eventually, on “7th 
November, an Imperial Ordinance was passed suspend- 
ing until 30th November, 1920, the import duties on 
cotton cloth and tissues. 

Rise iy Bank Rate. 

Other measures of an indirect nature taken by the 
Government and aimed more at the speculative mania 
in general are the raising of the Bank of Japan’s rates 
of interest on loans, and, as a consequence thereof, 
representations by the latter institution to the bankers’ 
associations that they should follow suit, 

The result of Government action has been disappoilf- 
ing. The news of the prohibition of the export of coarse 
yarns produced a temporary slump. The Exchange 
closed at yen 710°50 on 11th November, the session 
on the following day had to be suspended owing to a 
complete collapse, and on 13th the closing quotation 
was only yen 666°90 However, the news that cloth 
would not. be included in the embargo eased the appre- 
hensions of the bulls, and on the 17th all records were 
once more broken by a quotation of yen 727-80. From 
this date there was another slump which reached bottom 
at yen 645°10 on 20th November in sympathy with a 
heavy fall on the share market. However, there has 
been a recovery since then and prices at the end of 
November were fairly stable round about the 700 yen 
mark. 

OrHER AVAILABLE REMEDIES. 


Before the Government measures took shape it was 
generally expected that fixed maximum prices for yarn 
would be established, as by this means the spinners 
would not be unduly affected while the ultimate con- 
sumer would benefit. at the expense of the profiteering 
middlemen. However, no steps have yet been taken in 
this direction, although such action or an wmbargo 
upon the export. of cotton cloth, remain effective weapons 
which the Government are holding in reserve. On the 
other hand ‘it would require considerable courage on the 
part of any Government to make use of the second of 
these two expedients. Many of the cotton spinners are 
also weavers on a large scale, and this industry has made 
great strides. The struggle to find a market for Japanese 
tissues abroad has been a very keen one in which adven- 
titious aid has been rendered by the conditions brought 
about by the war. Consequently any restriction upon 
their export would encounter bitter opposition. 

These. facts apply in a less degree to fine yarns. In 
illustration it may be mentioned that the value of the 
export of cotton tissues has risen from ven 34,849,761 
in 1914 to ven 237.913.120 in 1918, and of cotton varns 
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over 20 counts from 20,363,239 kin worth yen 13,871,913 
in 1914 to 39,321,944 kin worth yen 61,842,526 in 191s. 
1 kin =1 1-3 ]b.). The bulk of the trade in both Linas 
is with India and China. 

Still, it is anticipated that when the Diet commences 
work again at the end of January the opposition party 
will make as much cap'ital as possible out of the Govern. 
ment’s failure to keep down the cost of living, and it is 
not at present possible to foretell what measures the 
latter may be driven toadopt. Asit is, the steps already 
taken have met with the disapproval of the associations 
of yarn exporters and domestic yarn merchants. and 
of the Japan Cotton Spinners’ Association. Repre- 
sentatives of these bodies recently sought an interview 
with the Minister of Agriculture and Commerce, and 
asked for a relaxation of the measures enumerated 
above, but were told that the appreciation in the price 
of commodities had so affected the livelihood of the 
nation that regulation was unavoidable. 

Among the merchants concerned there seems to be 
still some doubt as to whether it would be profitable 
to import coarse yarns of foreign manufacture into 
Japan. They say that if any quantity were contracted 
for the price in the country of origin would promptly 
rise to a level with the Japanese market, and that it is 
doubtful whether foreign made yarns are suitable for 
use in Japan. At any rate it is quite certain that experi- 
ments are being made with both Indian and American 
yarn to put the latter point to the test, though only 4 
very few bales have been imported for that purpose. 
The re-import of Japanese yarns from China stands 
upon a different footing, as their suitability is already 
known, and transactions of this nature have 
going on for some time. 


' 
Deen 


—_—_ 


Notes on Trade. 








[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy 93 
any explanacory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,”’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannat be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. | 





INDIAN COAL IN RELATION TO INDIAN 
INDUSTRIES. 
Whether the prospective coal supply of British Indi: 
will keep pace with the Dependency’s rapidly growing 


{ 

-_ 
~~ 
> 


industrial needs is discussed in a recent issu. 
‘“ Indian Engineering.’ 
The known deposits, states this authority, are very 


limited, and the quality comparatively poor; nor is 
there any country adjacent to India possessed oi 
resources to meet a failure in her own supply. The 
annual output has now been raised by some 20 million 
tons, and, it is stated, the industry pays handsomely 
India, however, is surrounded by countries which could 
take a great deal of her coal if it could be spared. Indian 
industries, again, are but in their infancy, and are using 
practically all the coal mined in India itself. [here 
remain the railway@, which should be quadrupled; the 
iron and steel industries, which should be developed 
consistently with the vast deposits the country possesses 
of the very highest grades of ore. 

The two iron and steel companies are expanding their 
business in a most remarkable manner, while a third 
company, soon to be operating in Bengal, promises als 
to expand into a great concern. The Pengal Iron ant 
Steel Company is now producing 120,000 tons of pig 
iron per annum, and is contemplating large extensions, 
as is natural in view of its possession of a practically 
inexhaustible supply of high-grade ore with an iron 
content of from 60 to 66 per cent. The Tata Iron and 
Steel Company is similarly circumstanced as regards 
ore; it has in the twelve years of its existence already 
left far behind its original programme of production, 
having begun with the modest idea of turning out 
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120,000 tons of pig won annually, whereas its produc- 
tion has already reached twice that figure. It has a 
present capacity, besides, of producing 17,00U tons of 
steel a month, i.e., over 200,000 tons annually; its 
yolling mills have capacity tor an annual output of 
120,000 tons of rails and smaller sections; and it soon 
expects to be in a position to use up 1} million tons of 
eal annually for conversion into coke. ‘This, too, is 
only a beginning, for, whereas recently the company 
employed 13,000 men, with another 10,009 at work on 
extensions, it is contemplating the early lay-out of an 
industrial town to accommodate 50,000 souls. When 
in addition to the demands on, coal by these two works 
there come into existence the works of the new Indian 
Iron and Steel Company, a very large amcunt of good 
coking coal will be required—and this class of coal is by 
no means too plentiful in India. The result may be that 
the price of coal will rise to a serious figure and the rosy 
outlook of these industries will pale. 

Then there are other minerals which, the Geological 
Department states, exist in abundance, and which it is 
proposed to mine and put to use—inanganesc, 
aluminium, lead, tin, copper, tungsten, ete. When 
these contribute to the industries of the country further 
demands will be made on the coal output. 

But apart from the industries it is certain that general 
trade will grow enormously in the near future, and with 
it will come an increased demand for coal. The Indiin 
coal situation consequently deserves serious considera: 
tion. The immediate development. of hydro-electric re 
sources would take some of the burden off coal mines. 





BLAST FURNACES OPERATING .IN BELGIUM 
AND LORRAINE. 
The following heures show the nuiber of blast 
furnaces operating in Pelgium :— 
Furnaces 
Existing. Working. Not working. 
Ist July, 1919 ...... 56 3 53 
Ist Dec., 1919 ...... 56 12 44 

The following blast-furnaces are now working in 
Lorraine basin :—— 

Hagondange, 4 out of 6; Rombas-Maizieres, 4 out of 12: 
Knutanges, 5 out of 10; Uckange, 2 out of 3: Audun-sur- 
Tiche, 2 out of 3; and Hayange, 3 out of 6. 

It is reported that from 5,000 to 8,000 tons of 
German coal are daily reaching the district 





ITALY : PROPOSED NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF. 

It Is reported. in the Ttalian press that the 
Minister of Industry and Labour recently received 
a deputation of Members of Parliament on the 
above subject, and stated that ho oval Decree will 
be promulgated to approve the provisional Customs 
Tariff, and that he had renounced the publication, by 
decree, of the provisional tariff that had been sub- 
mitted to the examination of a joint committee of 
Senators and Deputies of the last Parliament (see the 
“Journal ’’ of 16th October, 1919, p. AT). 

The deputation insisted that a Bill should at onee 
be presented to Parliament, and th€ Minister replied 
that he would recommend that to the President of the 
Council and the Cabinet, as he considered that the 
country should be enlightened regarding a question 
which directly affected economic reconstruction in the 
interests of manufacturers and agriculturists. 

It is reported since that the Minister of Industry has 
made arrangements with the President of the Council 
for the early presentation of a new Customs Tariff Bill 
to Parliament for discussion. 





AMERICA’S FOREIGN TRADE. 
“The excess of American exports over imports has 
stown out of bounds,’’ in the opinion of Philip B. 
ennedy, whose first annual report as Director of the 
Burean of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, was published recently 


en 





NOTES ON TRADE—continued. 





“There is no question about the demand for American 
goods abroad,” says Mr. Kennedy. ‘‘Europe is still ex- 
periencing an acute shortage of tood, raw materials, and all 
Kinds Gf manutactured goods. Lacking imports to balance 
our exports, the pertinent question is the extent to which 
we can safely take future promises to pay. Whatever one’s 
views about the proper nature of the peace settlement, all 
may readily see and agree that foreign credit arrangments 
are being delayed awaiting a more. stabilised condition. 
Unless certain reasonably adequate credits are soon made to 
foreign countries, our exports may be expected to fall off 
on account of depreciated foreign exchange. 

“It is easy to magnify or minimise unduly the real signifi- 
cance of our trade gains.” continues the report. ‘‘The 
observer who ignores the changing value of the dollar and 
leaves out of consideration the unusual demand and the lack 
of competition may conclude that the gain is much more 
substantial than it really is. On the other hand, there is 
no lack of writers who argue that the whole apparent gain 
is illusory. They emphasise the peculiar advantages that 
have been enjoyed by our exporters without allowing for the 
serious difficulties that have had to be overcome. Our trade 
has unquestionably been retarded by lack of shipping, by 
the trade restrictions that still persist, and, above all, by 
Inadeguate means of financing trade. The real situation is 
midway between these two extremes. The gain in value of 
exports in 1919 over 1918 was not due solely to an advance 
in prices, even though there was little or no gain in quantity. 
It is due more to a change in the class of goods exported. 
For instance, we shipped 4,500,090 tons less of coal in 1919. 
hut we shipped 5,000,000 tons more of wheat and cotton and 
meat and miscellaneous goods, This substitution of a higher 
class of goods has had much to do with the gain in value of 
exports,”’ 

COMPETITION FOR SviTaBLE MEN. 

In discussing the future of the Bureau’s work the 
report calls attention to the fact that it must compete 
with private concerns for men. There is a great scarcity 
of men with foreign business training and experience. 
The Bureau is constantly losing some of its most effec- 
tive men to private concerns. Other men are remaining 
in the service with the hope that provisions will be 
made that will enable them to make it a career. 

Director Kennedy believes that if the foreign commercial 
service of the American Government is to be on as high a 
plane as it should he, it needs public encouragement and 
support. “The kind of men who will find their way into our 
foreign service,’ he says, ‘fare usually prepared te work for 
less compensation than they would expect in private busi- 
ness, provided some recognition is given of their public 
service, It is very discouraging to these men to feel that 
there is lack of understanding of foreign problems at home 
or lack of appreciation of the work that they are doing. The 
foreign representatives of the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce tour the United States before going to 
their posts and on returning from their posts, in order to 
have the closest possible contact with business men. The 
encouragement and approval given by business men have 
done more than anything else to put heart and energy into 
this service. The business men of the country are coming to 
mect our men more than halfway. There is no reason why 
the foreign commercial service of the Government should 
not have the same confidence and standing that have been 
accorded to the military and naval services. It should also 
have the same permanency. The time has come when the 
foreign commercial service should not be incidental, but a 
real factor in the safety and well-being of this countrv. 
There is much still to he done to place the service on a basis 
that will be permanent and progressive. The time when 
this problem should be seriously considered is not in the 
future, but during this present vear.’’ 





SHORTAGE OF CAMPHOR. 

There is a shortage of menthol supplies throughout 
the world, and a constant increase in the demand. 
particularly in the United States. The coming crop of 
camphor is expected to be far below the consumption, 
as indicated by the use of the material in previous 
vears. It has been estimated that the reserve of the 
1919-1920 erop which will be held in Japan will be 
about 133,500 lb. of crystals and oil at Yokohama and 
Kobe, and 200,000 lb. for stocks in the produeing areas. 
and added to this it is estimated that 200,000 lb. will 
be required to meet the Japanese domestic demands. 
On the basis of the average quantity taken annually 
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for export since 1912, exports for the season will tota 
about 726,000 lb., thus making the total requirements 
for export, Japancse consumption and stocks about 
1,259,500 |b. for the season. 

The estimates show ul considerable decrease li tt 
output of Japan, owing to the fact that im some dis- 


’ 
: 
ic 


tricts the LTarmers preter to plant rice and other cereals 
on account of the high prices and owing to the loss 


| ere cold weather. 


i the Hokkaido district ot ra considerable prarrt ot thi 


crop Throuehn ss 





AMERICAN TRADE WITH SWEDEN. 

American interest in developing export trade with 
Sweden appears to be diminishing owing to the incr -nased 
demand at home, and the tact that conditions foi 
delivery abroad are now almost invariably cash pay- 
ments or the opening of banking accounts in the United 
“tates. This is the opinion of a promment Swede 
who has returned recently from a business visit. 

\ munber ot American firms which have undertaken 
deliveries for Swedish currency have suttered consider- 
ible losses in consequence. 

He urges that Swedish imercuants must investigat: 
Whether the goods really can be delivered trom the 
United States, and instances have been numerous 
where deliveries have been promised, while industrial 
unrest, cic., In the States have subsequently interfered 
with them. 


Ques 


AMALGAMATION OF AMERICAN RAZOR 
MANUFACTURERS. 


An \ineriean trade paper QNMOULCeS the amalvaina- 
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CONTINENTAL TRADE TOURS. 

In order to compete with the permanent samples 
exhibitions and kindred enterprises now in being or 
process ot formation on the Continent, the Departinent 
cf Overseas Trade (Foreign Office and Board of Trade) 
pr poses to organise a series ot British trade tour's in 
the important commercial cities ot Europe. The ilved 
for some such scheme in this period of political recon. 
struction and industrial restoration is so self-evident 
that the point need not be laboured here, 

Provided a sufticient number of British nianutac-. 
turers are willing to participate in the scheme, its 
organisation can be put in hand immediately, as the 
necessary preliminaries have been completed. ‘The 
foliowing outline of the proposed system of tours will 
serve to show the large field which can be covered at 
comparatively smal! cost. 

The undertaking would be handled on the lines of a 
theatrical tour, viz., movable shows visiting permanent 
buildings at fixed dates advertised in advance. — Sites 
would be secured in the important Continental centres 
of industry either by consular arrangement, or with the 
co-operation of the local Chambers of Commerce. The 
various trade fairs would then tour these sites, occupy- 
ing roughly a month at each city, a full fortnight in 
actual exhibition, and the remainder in erecting, dis- 
mantling, packing and transportation. This pcriod 
would vary slightly, as shown in the following itinerary 
and time-table :— 


Open for Open for 





Vi 


tion of three of the largest safety razor manufacturing Amsterdam —......... 2weeks Barcelona ............ 2 weeks 
concerns in the United States with a capitalization of Brussels —.......... .. 2weeks Marseilles ............. 2 weeks 
20,000,000 dollars. The ** Gem.’* °° Ever Reads anal i cette 1 week Genon PON ee ae oe 2 weeks 
the “" Star” razors are those named as forming the Paris ......:sseeeeeeees 2weeks Naples... 2 weeks 
American Safety htiazor. Company, ana plans ave inder ee eg —— = Shine: — 9 —_ 
way to expand the business in europe. Compani: s are PAMOOM— anvssnsavvennne seliiateiat eee ii silicic 


to be organized in France, Italy, Spain and Portugal. 
The first offices will be opened in Milan and Paris and 
the periodical states that a large contract has recenths 
been closed by the American Company with Czecho- 
Slovak agents. 


At the outset there will be four exhibitions starting 
at intervals of four weeks. 

The work of advertising, publicity and issuing invita- 
tions te the right class of buyers and of the public 
would be undertaken by our Trade Commissioners and 

— — Commercial Secretaries. 
PULP FROM ALASKA. Particulars of costs and regulations are not yet avail- 

The Supervisor of the Forest Service of Alasks able, but will be issued shortly. 
declares that the territory has enough timber to furnish 
one-half the newsprint paper of the United States for 
an indefinite period, and that with proper care the 
industry could be made inexhaustible, This is of 
especial interest in view of the approaching disappear- 
ance of supplies in the astern forests, and financial 
interests have been already looking over the field. In 
the event of the project taking shape, and the removal industries :—~- 
by Congress of certain Government restrictions, which - Foodstuffs and Luxuries, Electricity, Machines, 
at present block the way of some mill plants, it ‘is | Metal Industry, Industrial Requisites, Building 
expected that American mills will be established at Material, Gold and Silver Works, Printing, Paper, Office 
Ketchikan and Juneau, which it is hoped will equal the Requisites, Textile Industry, Ready-made Clothing, 
record of some mills across the Canadian border, Chemical and Pharmaceutical Products, Paint Wares, 
Leather, Wood, Cork, Basket-work, Straw, Earthen- 
ware, China, Glass, Household Articles and Articles of 
Sport, Sundries, 

A foreign Enquiry Department has been estabiished 
in connection with the Fair to disseminate any informe 
tion required concerning Dutch manufactures, firms 
and representatives. 

Full information is supplied free on application to the 
General Secretariat, Jaarbeurs, Administratiegebouy, 
Vredenburg, Utrecht. 








UTRECHT FAIR. 

The fourth Holland’s Industries Fair, arranged for 
23rd February to 6th March, at Utrecht, will be strictly 
national in character, like its predecessors. Over 1,20) 
exhibitors are taking part, representing the following 





CATTLE BREEDING IN MOROCCO, 

I'rom an article published in the local Press, dealing 
with the value of the zebu for crossing purposes in 
Morocco, it would appear that the progeny resuiting 
irom a cross between an Indian zebu bull and a Moorish 
cow is remarkable for its size, and its ability to keep 
in good condition on very poor and dried-up pasturage 
during the hot months. The breeding ot these half- 
breeds, is, therefore, strongly reeommended for meat 
and draught purposes. As the zebu cow, however, is | 
a poor mill producer, it is recommended that the use 
of the zebu for breeding purposes should be confined 
to the production of half-breeds for the purposes indi- 
cated above, and the process of improving the native 
race of cattle by selection should be steadily persevered 
with. A leading European farmer of the French zone | 
has left Morocco for India with a View to studying agri- | Showrooms of 4 x 4 metre fl. 700; show stands (surface 
culture and stock-raising as practised in that Empire. | space) fl. 75 per running metre; space in the Machinery Hall 

<i fl. 30 per square metre: pavilions fl, 20 per square metre, 





BANDOENG INDUSTRIAL FAIR. 

The following tariffs have been fixed by the Financial 
Commission for stands, showrooms, ete., for the first 
Duteh Fast Indian Industrial Fair to be held a 
Bandoeng in May, 1920:— 
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with a minimum of 5 square metres, and ona graduated scale 
as tollows:— 
656—10 Nie Litiiiitndebbenhes i], Ls per square metre, 
Ta |S re ae v3 
SS ere rree Fl. 14, 
SS 2 ae oi. ae x “i 
more tham 30 BM2........ 0s... rl. 10 ,, is 


foom in the large hall ot the permanent principal buil ding 
four the exhibition of jewellery, gold- and silversiniths’ work, 
with the right to use free of extra charge a strong room 
luilt in cement underground, fl. 50 per square metre. 





INTERNATIONAL RAW MATERIAL ENHIBI- 
TION AT LEIPZIG FAIL. 

An International Raw Material Exhibition is to be 
apened during the next spring fair at Leipzig, from 26th 
February until 6th March, concurrently with the General 
Sample Fair, and then again from 1] Ith to 20th March, 
during the Teehnical and Building Fair (Technisch und 
Pau-Messe). 

Most of the manufacturers who exhibit at Leipzig 
are, asa rule, personally represented, and are also ready 
buvers of raw material and half-finished goods. 

There will also be an Exchange (Messborse) where 
visitors to the Fai may mect at certain hours of the 
day in order transact business and settle written 
offers, Which should be sent to the Messamt, even if 
the seller in question is not represented at the Fair. 





SWISS FACILITIES FOR LEIPZIG FAIR. 
H.M. Commercial secretary at Berne states that, 





according to the Press, a Swiss company is being formed 
for the purpose of affording facilities to Swiss exporters 


at the Leipzig Samples Fair. Its share capital amounts 
to 800,000 marks. It will presumably handle the trans- 
port of Swiss exhibits to and from the fair. 


el —_— 


= FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


ScoTTisH Motor SHow— 
January 23rd-3lst, at Glasgow. 
Ip—EAL HOMES EXHIBITION— 
February 4th-25th, at Olympia. Organising Secretary, 
Ideal Homes Exhibition, 130, Fleet Street, E.C.4. 
British INDUSTRIES Farr— 
February 23rd to March Sth, Crystal Palace, and Bir- 
mingham and Glasgow. Secretary, British Industries 
Fair, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, S.W.1. 





VMoror Boat AND MARINE AND STATIONARY ENGINES EXHIBITION— 


March 12th-20th. at Olympia. Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, S.W.1. 

Loxpon Farr AND MARKET— 
March 16th-26th, at Royal Agricultural Hall.  Inter- 
national Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street House, 
E.C.2, 

Beipixne Trapes Exairirion— 
Apri 1st-d0th, at Olympia. 

Drapery EXHIBITION— 

April 12th-23rd, at Roval Agricultural Hall, International 
Trade Exhibitions, Ltd.. 31, Queen Victoria Street, E.C.2. 

Business EXHIBITION— 

May 4th-15th, Roval Agricultural Hall. Address : 36-38. 
Whitefriars Street. E.C.4. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC FatR— 

April 16th-24th, at Horticultural Hall, Westminster. 
Organising Secretary, Sicilian House, Southampton Row, 
W.C.1. 

CanapIAN Propvucts ExHIbITIioxn— 

June 3rd-17th, at Agricultural Hall, Islington. 
to 43, Essex Street, Strand, W.C.2. 

AERO EXxHIBITION— 

July 1-24. at Olympia. Address to 83 

Empire Timper ExHipition— 
ay 5th-17th, at Holland Park Skating Rink. Organised 
hv B. O ie 

Croraine, Erc.. Exutnition— 

July 5th-16th, at Roval Agricultural Hall. International 
Trade Exhibitions, Ltd.. Broad Street House, Old Broad 
Street, E.C.2. 

Health ExHrrition— 

July 19th-Aueust 5th, at Binglev Hall, Birmingham. 
Organised by Roval Sanitary Institute. 90, Buckingham 
Palace Road, S.W.1. Entries by June 26th. 

Bakers’. CONFECTIONERS’, AND ALriep TRADERS’ EXHIBITION— 
September 4th-10th. at Roval Agricultural Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.C.4 


Address 


, Pall Mall, S.W.1. 


FORTHCOMING FAIRS—continuea. 





INTERNATIONAL ENGINEERING AND MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 
September 4th-25th, at Olympia. The Machine Too! 
Trade Association, Incorporated. Applications by July 
dist to Secretary, Queen Anne’s Chambers, Tothil! Street, 
Westminster, S.W.1. 

GROCERS’, PROVISION DEALERS’ & ALLIED TRADERS’ EXHIBITION-— 
September 18th-24th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria Street, 

.C.4. 

Motor EXxHIBITION— 

October 7-27, at Olympia, Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders, Ltd. 
OVERSEAS. 

CaRACAS EXHIBITION— 

Venezuelan and British. Commenced December 19th, 
1919, open till February 8th, this year. 

Urrecut Inpustrirs Fair— 

Fourth annual, February 23rd to March 6th. General 
Secretariat, Jaabeurs, Administratiegebouw, Vredenburg, 
Utrecht. 
Dantzig INDUSTRIAL Fatr— 
February 18-25. (See “Board of Trade Journal,” 
January Ist.) 

RHINELAND SAMPLE EXHIBITION— 
At Cologne, February. Also Autumn, 

INGENIGSBERG Fatr— 

February 7. Offices : Nneiph, Langg 14, Koenigsberg. 

LeEIezic Far— 

Generali Samples, February 29th-March 6th. Technica 
Exhibition, March 14th-20th. 

Lyons Fatr— 

March I1st-15th. <A special building Exhibition will be 
held in conjunction with the Spring Fair. British Agent : 
M. A. Rousset, 69, Wood Street, London, E.C. 

Paris-InpustRIAL Art SALon— 
March to July. Provisional Office: 1, Rue du Helder, 
Paris (9e). 

ToKIO OVERSEAS EXPANSION EXHIBITION— 
March 15th to June 7th. 

Miran Farr— 

Allied and Neutral, industrial and agricultural] fair. 
April 12th. Sixty stands reserved for British Exhibitors. 
Agents for British Empire, British Italian Corporation, 
Ltd., 12, Nicholas Lane, E.C.4 

Sao Pavuto Fancy Goops ExHIBITION— 

Anglo-Brazilian. January I1st-March Ist. (See “Board 
of Trade Journal,” January 8th.) : 

BrvussELs COMMERCIAL IF AIR— 

April 4th-21st. Open to allied and neutral countries. 
Applications by February 28th, to Comité Directeur de la 
Foire Commerciale, Grand’ Place, Brussels. (See “Board 
of Trade Journal,” December lith. ) 

Swiss Sample Farr— 

April 15th-29th, at Basle. 

NORWEGIAN INDUSTRIES FarR— 
Christiania, Spring. 

BrRESLAU EXHIBITION— 

April 26th-May Ist. Apply to Breslauer Messe- 
Gesselschaft, Breslau, Ohlauer Strasse 87 

BANDOENG Farr— 

May, 1920. (See “Board of Trade Journal,’ December 
18th.) 

BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL FAaIR— 

May 15th-30th. Applications to La Direccion General de 
la Feria de Barcelona, Fernando 5O, Barcelona, by 
January 15th. Also an International Business Organisa- 
tion Exhibition (office furniture, appliances, etc.) at 
Palaccio de Bellas Artes, Barcelona, in October. 

VENICE ART EXHIBITION— 

Twelfth Exhibition of International Art, April 15th to 

October 31st by municipality at the Exhibition Palace. 

Exhibits to be received by March 10th. Address :— 

Ufficio di Segretaria dell Espozione (Municipio), Venice. 
LItLteE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION— 

May-October. Organised by Corporation. 

Papua SamMprE Farr— 
June, 1920. Applications to :—la, Camera di Commercio 
di Padova. 

BorpDEAUX TRADE FAIR— 
Fourth annual fair, June 5th-20th. 

Swiss JEWELLERS’ FAIrR— 

July 11th-25th, at Geneva. A National Fair. 

Hetstncrors Trape Farr— 

To open in third week of July. 
for Inhemskt Arbite.” ° 

ANTWERP CoLoNIAL EXHIBITION— 

To be run in conjunction with the Olympic Games. 

CoPENHAGEN AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION— 

Early this year. Organised by the Association of 
Automobile Merchants of Denmark. (See “Board of 
Trade Journal,” January 8th.) 

Spring Farrs— 

Will be held in Lausanne and Lucerne, Switzerland : 
Valencia, Spain; Frederica, Denmark. 

Summer Farrs— 

Are anticipated at Malmo (Sweden), Antwerp, Quebec 


and Libau. 


Apply to “ Forhindets 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
WEEKLY CABLE. 


The weekly cabled news trom Director-General of Com- 
mercial Intelligence, Calcutta, dated 7th January, is as 
under :— 











SEASON. 

Nearly general rain in Central and extreme South of 
India, and local in the North-West. Recent unusual rains 
in Madras, generally beneficial, though damage caused in 
places to ripe crops. 

CROPS. 

During the week ending 3rd January sowing spring crops 
continued North-Western India. Harvesting autumn crops 
continued Bombay and North-Western India; neared com- 

a ; 
pletion Central India. Harvesting paddy progressed North- 
Eastern and Southern India; neared completion Bengal. 
Sowing progressed Madras. Cotton-picking continued ex- 
cept in Burma. General crop conditions good, but rain 
required Punjab. 
RAILWays. 

Alipur Duars Kumargram Railway survey. 26 miles by 
Eastern Bengal State Railway sanctioned in lieu of Goal- 
kungs Kumargram Alipur Duars Railway reconnaissance 
survey previously sanctioned. Construction Tarkhana 
Dodapur section of Larkhana Jacobabad project 54 miles, 
and Kasta Coalfields Railway 17 miles by East Indian 
Railway sanctioned. 

MARKETS. 

Bombay cotton market steady despite mill strikes. Fully 
good broach Rs.558 8 annas. Piece-goods market firm. 
Caleutta jute market quiet but firm. Heavy goods quite 
firm with fair general demand. Hessians very firm. Mill 
strikes affecting both near and forward positions. 

No change in Bank rate. 





AMERICAN AND JAPANESE COMPETITION, 


APRIL—SEPTEMBER, 1919. 
(From HM. Nenior Trade Commissioner.) 
CALCUTTA. 


The following statistical table showing the value in rupees 
of the imports of some prominent articles during the period, 
Ist April—30th September, together with the respective 
shares of the United Kingdom, the United States, and 
Japan, contains several noteworthy features, prominent 
among which are the following: 

The United States is still competing with us very keenly 
‘in hardware, iron and steel, bolts and nuts, hoops and 
strips, nails, rivets and washers, wrought tubes, pipes and 
fittings, bars and channels. The imports during the period 
of American electrical machinery have exceeded those of 
British, and in general machinery and mill work American 
imports are running us very close. America holds the 
market in motor cars and parts, and her competition in 
provisions and cigarettes is serious. Tt is also noteworthy 
that the imports of printing paper from the United States 
exceed those from the United Kingdom by more than four 
times. 

So far as Japan is concerned. although her competition is 
still serious in textiles, there has heen a considerable falling 
off in her shipments to India as compared with the high- 
water mark reached last vear. In textiles, this is particularly 
noticeable in varns, grey. white and coloured goods. although 
exports of hosiery have verv largely increased. The values 
of general Japanese hardware imported are still consider- 
able, but are only two-thirds of those imported during the 
corresponding period of last vear. In glass and glassware 
Japanese imports now dominate the market and show an 
increase over last vear’s figures. Her competition in 
apparel, steel bars, channels, and electrical apparatus, is 
still serious. while her shipments of beer still largely exceed 


those from the United Kingdom. 
Total From the From From 


Import. Tk. U.S.A. Japan. 

Article. Rs. 1000 Rs. 1000) Rs. 1000) Rs. 1060 
Apparel (excluding hosiery 

and boots and shoes) ..... 7.228 =633..7.90 ns 1,930 

Dves obtained from coaltar 5.727 2.513 1,929 -_ 

Glass and glassware........... 7.417 1.424 —. 4,845 


Hardware (excluding cut- 
lery and_ electro-plated 
EE cacsvnsaubipban -onnvicnues 91.010 9698 7.392 3.083 
Electrical apparatus and 
appliances — ............+.+0++ 8795 4,021 3,636 116 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE --continued 





Leather and leather goods 2.448 — 1,550 328 243 
Liquors, viz., beer and 
DED ddanuckenhikdektatnaterns 3.105 L185 — 1,508 
SEE | hisseiekdaticaneubwaienceie 10.668 + 400 bod —— 
Mach inery— 
ES nara £.003 3110 4,73] — 
Total machinery and = mill- 
WE cccsacaiscs AA 19.651 28,779 19,039 O95) 
Metals and Ores— 
Copper, wrought ............. 1347 0 0 (3778 — 369 
fron, bars and channels ... 1,672 872 780 — 


fron or Nteel— 
Beams, pillars, girders, and 


PE  cecicisisscascens 2,474 2,118 356 _ 
Bolts and nuts ............... 1.440 SOO 825 18 
Hoops and strips ...... ..... (.13L 38177 = 3,915 — 
Nails, rivets and washers... 2 386 888 1,211 16 
Cast pipes and fittings ..... 1,520 925 586 _~ 
Sheets and plates, galvanised 7,390 7,012 365 — 
Sheets and plates, tinned... 11,724 7.208 4,016 = 
Sheets and plates, plain 11.365 T.408 3,545 _ 
Wrought tubes, pipes, and 

EE  vidanevscidaedeuacaes .. 11,189 3,733 7,384 — 

Steel bars and channels ... 7,635 1,999 4,792 (34 
Lead sheets for tea chests... 187 174 — 
Motor cars and parts ...... 7.412 763 6,538 —_ 
re OS] 209 358 ~e 
Paints and colours .......... SOI 3,642 614 104 
Paper, primtiog ............... 3.194 3881 1,618 51 
Paper. writing and 

envelopes ae a airs Tne L.SI7 S64 722 17 
a 11,004 3.820 2,801 185 
Rubber Ne) Wickveeswmiwews 4.775 2? 032 1.414 19 

Texrtiles— 

Cotton twist and yarn ..... 15,207 = 12.809 — 2,042 
Cotton hosiery ................ 5,596 347 965 = 4,57] 
Cotton piece-goods, 

unbleached — ...............5. 85,200 63.877 744. 20.486 


Cotton piece-goods, 


NE ete tewcantenes . §3.1388 51,761 75 60] 
Cotton piece-goods, 

coloured, printed, = or 

IE Ns een 34,383 28,895 173 2,704 
Cotton thread, sewing ..... 1.694 1.627 —- 32 
Haberdashery and 

NS suite sates nwucrelepetin 3.998 1.978 — 1,029 
Jute manutactures —........ 1,257 BFE — 212 
Silk piece-goods —............. 24,692 166 — 14,227 
Woollen piece-goods —....... $101 3.875 — 149 

Tohaceo- 
ene eee 6.983 1.36] 2,398 — 
Umbrellas and umbrella 

MINE | Svdemsdinniecdanswiaes 309 154 — 106 





IMPORTS AND ENPORTS IN ‘NOVEMBER. 

In the trade returns for November, 1919, published by the 
Department of Statistics, India, imports amounted to 
£i1.707,000, an increase of £4,038,000, and exports (inelud- 
ing re-exports) to £20,408,000, an increase of £8,942,000 as 
compared with the corresponding month of 1918. 

Notwithstanding restricted exports of grain, pulse, and 
flour, there was an increase in the exports of food, drink. 
and tobacco amounting to £1,015,000, mainly due to larger 
shipments of tea; raw materials and articles” mainly 
unmanufactured showed a very large increase of £5,767 00. 
owing to larger shipments of raw cotton, raw jute, and raw 
hides and skins: articles wholly or mainly manufactured 
increased by €1,879,000, due to larger shipments of cotton 
twist and yarn. jute-gunny cloth and hides and_ skins. 
tanned or dressed. During November of the pre-war vear 
1913. imports amounted to £10,973,000, and exports (includ- 
ing re-exports) to £12,974,000. 

PURCHASE OF STORES: COMMITTEF. 

The following resolution of the Government of India. 
Indian Munitions Board, dated 5th December, 1919, on the 
constitution of a Committee to devise a scheme for the 
proposed purchase of stores in Tndia. is published as 2 
supplement of the “Gazette of India’? :— ; 

1. The most obvious and direct form of assistance 
which the Government of India can give to the 
industries of the country is by the purchase of supplies re- 
quired for the public services so far as possible in the 
country itself. This principle is already clearly expressed 
in the existing Stores Rules, althonch their key-note is 
economy. an essential factor in any scheme for the purchase 
of Government stores; bnt indenting officers have in practice 
heen too often deterred by the risk involved in purchasing 
in India in the absence of an expert purchasing and inspect- 
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ing agency. It follows, therefore, that the constitution of 
a tully-equipped stores agency in this country is a very im- 
portant item in the policy of industrial improvement on 
which the Government of India are now embarked. 

2. The foregoing principles were set forth by the Indian 
Industrial Commission, accepted by the Government of India 
and approved by the Secretary of State; they have already 
heen put into practice to a limited extent under war condi- 
tions by the Indian Munitions Board, and the time has now 
come to give them permanent effect. The Government of 
India have, therefore, with the sanction of the Secretary 
of State, decided on the appointment of a Committee to 
work out a detailed scheme. 

ProvinctaL AND Locan GovieNMEN?S. 

3. There are, however, other factors which must be con- 
sidered in framing any such scheme. In the first place, the 
Provincial Governments have generally expressed a desire for 
some measure of freedom in arranging for their own pur- 
chases, although they recognise the assistance that the 
creation of an efficient central purchasing and inspecting 
department could afford, even to the largest and best 
equipped provincial stores department. Although from the 
point of view of the producer Provincial Governments are 
not individually very important purchasers in comparison 
with the large consuming departments of the Government of 
India, vet their demands are on a sufficient scale to make 
the waste of public money, which inevitably attends in- 
expert purchase and ineffective inspection, run into con- 
siderable figures; and this is bound to lead in the long run 
to dissatisfaction with local sources of supply. It will be for 
the Committee, in consultation with the officers of local 
Governments and with private suppliers, to devise a system 
which will, so far as possible, meet the wishes of local 
Governments, while securing to the fullest extent practicable 
the great advantages of centralised purchase, thereby 
eliminating competition between the different Government 
agencies, and of an expert and highly specialised inspecting 
agency, Whose advice and assistance will be of no less value 
the private manufacturer than to the Government 
indentor. 


to 


tATLWAYS. 

4. The great railways of India, whether company or 
Government lines, are large consumers of stores, and have. 
therefore, found it necessary to create their own agencies 
tor holding stocks. and for effecting local purchases, the 
latter being often on a very considerable scale. There is. 
however, at present no agency for ascertaiming whether 
stores bought through the Director-General of Stores could 
have been obtained in India; nor do the railways possess 
any specialised purchasing or inspecting agency for the 
different classes of articles which they require: hut thev are 
able to rely to some extent on the Superintendent of Local 
Manufactures and on the Test House at Alipore to check 
samples of articles locally obtained. The usefulness of the 
institution has been considerable, though limited in direc- 
tion; and proposals are on foot for establishing another test 
house in Bombay. The Government of India, who have large 
financial interests in railways, desire te have before them 
clear information regarding the probable benefits which rail- 
ways could expect from the assistance and advice of a fully 
equipped stores agency, and as to the lines on which that 
assistance could be most advantageously afforded. Tm _ this 
connection it will be desirable for the Committee to frame 
proposals for the future control, duties and equipment of 
the existing test house and for the provision of additional 
test houses if necessary, 

MILITARY STORES. 


5. The method of providing military stores is a matter 
which will be doubtless considered by the Committee. which 
has been appointed to report on the administration and 
organisation of the Army in India. This Committee will 
derive great assistance from the conclusions of an expert 
hody such as that which is being appointed under this 
Resolution ; and the Government of India consider that the 
most convenient procedure will be for the Indian Stores 
Committee to proceed with their enquiries on the assump- 
tion that the military authorities will require to be provided 
with stores purchased in India under much the same condi- 
lions as other departments of the Government of India; but 
to ascertain from time to time the views of the Committec 
om the Army in India, and have regard in framing their own 
proposals, so far as appears to them proper and ee ge 
the views of that Committee. A 

5. The Government of India liave had under consideration 
the question of the purchase of food and todder for the Army. 
It has, however, been decided not to include this question 
Within the scope of the present enquiry, 








at 29 and 24 cents respectively. 
slight easing off in both catile hide and calfskin prices. 
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7. The Government of India have decided to constitute 
i. Committee to enquire into the matters indicated in this 
Resolution, and to frame a definite and so far as possible a 
detailed scheme for the purchase and inspection of stores 
in India. Certain general principles have been, it will be 
observed, accepted by the Government of India and the 
Secretary of State. It will not be necessary for the Com- 
mittee to discuss these further: and they should concentrate 
their attention on the difficult and complicated task of 
devising a scheme which will as far as possible meet the 
needs of the different interests concerned, while keeping 
fully in view the fundamental principles of efficiency and 
economy. 

8. The Committee will consist of the following gentlemen : 

President: 

1. mr. F. M.I.C.E., 

Board. 


D. Couchman., Member, Railway 


Members: 


2. Mr. G. H. Colher, C.1.E., Director-General of Stores, 
India Office, London. 

3. Mr. F. Palmer, C.T.E., 
F.R.G.S., late Chief 
Authority. 

4. Colonel H. A. K. Jennings, C.L.E., 
Quartermaster-General’s Services. 

5. Lieutenant-Colonel C. C. H. Hoge, 
Superintending Engineer and Secretary of 
Hon’ble the Agent to the Governor-General 
tayputana in the Public Works Department. 

6. Mr. H. N. Heseltine, C.T.E., Accountant-General. 
Railways (retired). 

7. Mr. A. W. Dods, of Messrs. Burn and Co., Caleutta. 

8. Rai Bahadur Lala Milki Ram, Chief Storekeeper Oudh 
and Rohilkhand Railway (retired). 

9. Mr. Lalji Naranji, of Messrs. Lalji Naranji and Co.. 
Managing Agents, the Jupiter General Insurance Co.. 
Ltd., Bombay. 

Mr. J. C. Highet, Assistant Secretary, Railway Board. 

has heen appointed Secretary te the Committee. 


M.I1.C.E., 
tngineer, Port 


M.A.S.C.E., 
ot London 


Inspector of 
C.M.G., R.E.. 


the 
in 


Terms oF REFERENCE. 

9. The terms of reference are as follows :— 

In view of the necessity of encouraging Indian industries. 
while at the same time securing economy and efficiency in the 
purchase of Government requirements, the Committee 
should enquire and report :— 

(a) What measures are required to enable the Depart- 
ments of the Government of India and of Local 
Governments to obtain their requirements as far 
as possible in India, and what central and local 
agencies for purchase and inspection should he 
constituted: 

(b} What should be the relations of such agencies with 
one another and with the Stores Department of 
the India Office, or such other purchasing organi- 
sation in England as may hereafter take the place 
of that Department; 

(©) What modifications of the Stores Rules will the 
scheme recommended by the Committee 
necessitate. 





CANADA. 


THE ADVANCE IN HIDE AND LEATHER 
PRICES. 


In his review of the past vear, the retiring Chairman of 





the Tanners’ Section of the Toronto Board of Trade stated 
that 1919 had been remarkable, in that packer and other 


hide prices, after remaining fairly stationary until March. 
then commenced to rise, and during April sur- 
passed any prices reached during the war period. | They 


continued to advance until in July the unprecedented price 


of 55 cents per Tb. for eattle hides. and 1 dol. per Ib. for calt- 
skins was attained. On Ist January they had been quoted 
_ After July there was a 


Hide prices still remained, just before the close of the 


vear, 50 per cent. higher than at the beginning, and calf- 
skins were at almost double the quotations of January last. 


Errect on LEATHER PRICEs. 
The setback in hide and skin prices, he stated, was apt 
to create the impression that prices of leather and leather 


woods should immediately be reduced in proportion. That 


would be impossible, for prices of leather and leather pro- 


ducts have never been commensurate with the high hide and 
skin prices of last summer. 


He added. further, that there were immense quantities of 
leather vet to come out of the vards which would be made 
from hides bought at the top of the market. 
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Tanners will therefore most likely find some advance on 
recent quotations necessary. It will be some months betore 
leather goods manufacturers can expect the full benefit of 
reduced hide prices and, of course, a still longer period 
before boots and shoes can be reduced proportionately to the 
public. 





ee ees 


GOLD COAST COLONY. 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME, 


In view of the recent flotation of a loan in London the 
(;overnor of Gold Coast Colony’s address to the Legislative 
Council at the end of November on the revenue and expendi- 
ture of the Colony for 1920, and its programme of develop- 
ment, contains important information to traders and 
investors, 

Below, the programme of work, based on a ten-year scheme, 
and on a loan of £4,000,000, is given. It is divided into ten 
main headings:— 














—— 2) - : = - ° = 
> & $e t- =—=§ wsw5,,2S 
233 Kee coo £28387 
SDE =" Sa" BE MSS 
[—. - = oe» a = So & ~ & 
9 Sss = Ss: Se5nu20 
~ mor SS ~~ Sn = 
item Construction. “< 3 aaees =o - a 
No. 
" £ £ £ € 
1. Harbour en 2 000,000 1.000.000 ~— 1,000 000 
ee 14,581,000 3.000.000 —- 11,581,000 
CO Pras 1,000,000 — 500,000 500,000 
4, Water Supply 1,790,000 200,000 1,590,000 
eS een 1,350,000 — 200,000 1,150,000 
6. Hydro-Electric mens 
Works = 2,000.000 — 170,000 1,830,000 
7. Public Buildings ... 1,100,000 — 1,000,000 100,000 
§. Town Improvements 500,000 —- 250,000 250,000 
9. Telegraphs and 
Telephones 90,000 ae 80,000 10,000 
10. Maps, Political and 
Industrial .......... 200,000 ~ 100.000 100.000 
ae . £24,611,000 £4,000.000 £2,500,000 
£6,500 ,000 £18,111,000 
Grand Tota] ... £24,611,000 £ 24,611,000 


REVENUE IN 1919. 
_ By the end of October, 1919, the previous highest record 
ior the Protectorate’s revenue, viz., £1.835,989 in 1916. had 
heen surpassed by about £100,000, and it was expected that 
the total yield for the year would reach £2,289,600, 

On Ist January, 1919, there was an accumulated balance 
of over £750,000. Of this amount more than £500,000 was 
invested in the Imperial Government War Loan. — 

A great revival in trade, causing the returns for the first 
ten months to exceed by about £8,000.000 those for the 
corresponding period of 1918, coupled with the impossibility 
of spending money owing to shortage of men, materials, and 
shipping, resulted in an estimated balance at the end of 
the year of over £1,250,000. 

This balance provided a safeguard against a slump in 
COCOA, 

The Colony, however, possesses other products, which, 
when developed, will remove the danger accompanying its 
present dependence on one chief industry. The Governor 
states that the country will grow practically evervthing in 
richly paying amounts, but necessary experiments ‘and 
developments have been so seriously retarded by the war that 
the bulk of the work still requires doing. The balance will 
therefore help the country through this time of preparation. 

FIxnancine Procresstve MEAsvures. 

The balance will also serve as capital on which to start 
extensive schemes for the provision of colleges, technical 
schools, secondary education, water-supplies, electric light- 
ing, drainage, and the re-lay-out 6f congested areas. 7 

Both the original cost and future maintenance of these 
schemes will be great. They are, with few exceptions, non- 
productive of revenue, and it is out of revenne that thev 
must be paid for. 

Revenue, however, must be provided by increasing trade, 
reducing the cost of production of exports, and reducing 
import prices, 

TRANSPORTATION. 

The solution of these trade problems lies in transportation. 
Shipping enters largely into the question, but, for the time 
being, is out of the country’s control. None of the 
problems can be solved, however, without a deep-sea harbour 
and great extensions of railways and roads. 

The harbour will earn a direct revenne of no inconsider- 
able value. Its indirect value will be enormous in saving 
tame. labour, freights, and cost of shipping and landing. 
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The extension of the railways will cheapen transportation 
and open up country rich in produce, bat at present too 
distant to permit of profitable trade. The principle ot low 
charges for long-distance freights is to be adopted, but even 
With this concession the railway must be the chiet reventc- 
earning department of the country. 

From every point ot view, except one, roads are the hiost 
difficult item of transportation m a country where weather 
conditions render upkeep ruinously expensive. But, never- 
theless, it is considered essential that they must be kept up 
to feed the railways, 

Estimates oF Expenpttere, 1920. 

The 1929 estimates make provision for expenditure under 
two general headings :— 

(i) Capital expenditure on a settled programme. 
(11) Ordinary recurrent expenditure. 

The complete development scheme covering ten years 1s 
divided into two periods of four and six years. In the first 
period are included those items which can be carried out 
with a loan of £4,090.000, and a contribution from general] 
revenue of about £600,000 per annum. The expenditure ont 
of revenue, it is stated, should leave a comfortable amount 
in hand for ordinary recurrent expenditure. 

In the second period a programme has been adopted which. 
in its entirety, will largelv depend on the results achieved 
in the earlier period. Should either revenue or progress of 
work exceed anticipations in the first period, items from the 
second will be brought forward. Should, however, circum- 
stances compel curtailment of expenditure, the position will 
be such as to allow the modification of the programme of 
hoth periods. 





SOUTH AFRICA, 
IMPORTS, JANUARY—SEPTEMPER, 1919. 


The following table of the imports into South Atrica tor 
the period Ist January—30th September, 1919, is issued 
hy the National Bank of South Africa. The United Ning- 
dom’s share is 43°6 per cent., as compared with 54:6 for 








the same period of 1918:— 
— 1919. 
Muantty. Value. 


£ 


IMPORTS. 


_-— 


AED GE TI 60s siecnsinvnneinis ronsdpasonne 2,294 
Rags—Coal, Grain, Sugar and Wool (No.) 24,453,455 — 1,219,066 
— 5 


Cotton Moammlactares ......660..sccccccsscecsesss - 018.771 
Klectrical Material and Machinery ....... . 741 755 
Articies of Food and Drink-— 
RET GID sikisinnsneddnvsavcanwescewans 11,078,757 419.390 
errr errrrrrres Serre 27.596 .654 160,724 
Flour (or Meal) Wheaten (Ib.) ......... 35,916.625 296,774 
kyuit—Almonds and Nuts (ib.) ......... 1,198 867 20.825 
ee il cnanadiiy 365,190 5.562 


Dried Fruit, all other (Ib.) 1,169,954 39.64 


Milk or Cream, Condensed (!b.) ............ . 6,960,445 272.1% 
Rice, including Paddy (lb.) .................... 31,575 097 246,779 


SN TEEEEINE -crtrsinvaanereis auscenssicvens 


5,679,833 36.436 


NS ilicnpankindeneiasininisiabesisieubiienss 
BO GER) cvsvssesess Seidel atseeiadeaiaaioenaskuciirnns 4.494 620 219,722 

A}l other articles of Food and Drink as 1.250.189 
NE cad ckcencndikbies aiaguelainbienesine —- 325.508 
Glycerine for Manufactrng. Purposes (tb.) — 2.429,086 105,498 
Haberdashery and Millinery ............ tyes — 922,262 


Hardware & Cut'ery (Fencing Matr!., etc.) 


Hate and Caps (G0z.) ..................scs00000. 146.160 311.532 
Tmplements, Agricultural, including . 
Machinery and Tools ° G89 360 


Indiarubber and Manufactures of, 
including Tyres 
Tron and Steel Manufactures, — 
except Machinery ... 1.595.485 
Leather and Leather Goods— - 


Boots and Shoes (pairs) 2,213,591 1.264.086 
Saddlery and Harness ... — 15,442 
ETS. Loree ences ——— 991 058 

Machinery, except. Locomotives 
Manufacturing ............. - 270.3% 
op eos on b _ 696 .402 
MUO ENOP 2 -ccceccckuadecaces — 881.583 
Manures and Fertilisers flb.) ...............065 17.055.412 21 038 
Nitrates for Manufacturing Purposes (Jb.) 36,276,707 293,621 
RN ii i ook oc ss aunaiene OR eaahree 14.455.124 1.358.191 
I So isacesincncecnceaownen cadmas es — 465.154 
Wrapping .................. err cane — 304 ,559 
Other, including Paper Bags. Dut r 
not Stationery ............. _— 156.84: 
Railway Material ................. ae : 332.87) 
Saddlers’ and Shoemakers’ Materials ...... _— 750.4) 
init caul sis scceddaaeienncuiaiein 1.075.898 65 Ab 
Printed Books Maas ales Gib oety is wh in iSib de wats @ © wie ew ata eR a oe _ 914.266 
TS 4.292 TAB AT 
Power TLorries (No.) ..............-ccccccc cece. . ABD 45.787 
Parts of Cars and Lorries ..................06e . 331.467 





Ba 
(‘0 
El 
Ar 


Im} 
Tid 
Tro: 
Lea 


Mav 


Raih 
Sadd 
Soan 
Print 
Mote 
Powe 
Parts 
Mot 0 
Wax 
Woo: 
Woo) 
A 1 0 


Sn 


From 


QW) IN WAY SE Se Pe SN 


+L 


wr 


fo fai SS ES canM Oo 


" 


7 Se" +>? 
Ss =e 


a - 
ce 


AIA Ase 





JANUARY ZV, LOI. 


THE BOARD 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE ~— cuntinued 





[MPORTS. 1919, 
Quantity Value 
Motor Bicycles Ey) er ene one 108,877 
Wax, Paraffin and Stearine {lb.) ............ 11.317,464 305.477 
Wood and i.  paaeniemaid aed — 813.421 
Woollen Manufactures ...................c000e- ~ 994.709 
All other Merchandise noi specified above — (461.50; 
Total Merchandise Ihnported ninis awae — 559.086.5890 
Imports for South Afmean Governments = 2.515.409 
spe Te. { Figures not published, ) x drake ers - 
(rrand Total Irniports javiwivn ween Kade 38.601 .789 
1918. 
IMPORTS, Quantity. Value. 
£ 
Appare| and Slops pat asks detiee aeeahien eteamademas es 2.206 967 
Bags—Coal, Grain, Sugar and Woo! (No.) 19,912,702 822.830 
Cotton Mamufactures .........ccccccscccccsccecs _ 9.462.160 
Electrical Material and Machinery ......... - 372.505 
Articles of Food and Drink— 
SRR: MN OUD cxiiinnesvaensvccnadsievaine 38,625,060 667.052 
a dele a tia 52 996,739 304.908 
Flour (or Meal) Wheaten (Ib.) ......... 7.957,101 67.670 
Fruit—Almonds and Nuts (Ib.) ........ 4,009,725 40.065 
NS tiie acd ea sapiens 1.156.905 17.490 
Dried Fruit, all other (Ib.) 289 025 9,597 
Milk or Cream, Condensed (!b.) ............ 2.219.971 75.468 
Rice, including Paddy (tb.) .................... 59.986.826 538 449 
NE CE cv ccicneidan's <ssgiviedsaewunsans 295.130 265,556 
MERE pnicsctneiinuned rscvreeontitebiccnecmedss 58,392 620 272.032 
te ie eal cabs ies is age nasien ince 7.199.325 462.974 
All other articles of ood and Drink - = 1.111.389 
SOL ROLL EE TE TERS MeL OL Owe — 319.602 
Givcerine for Manutactrng. Purposes (lb.) 6.867.154 267.210 
Haberdashery and Millinery .................. — 1.651.112 
Hardware & Cutlery (Fencing Matrl., ete.) 644.740 
Hats and Caps (doz.) ..... 166.275 289.123 


Agricultural, including 
Machinery and Too!s 
Manufactures of, 


Implements, 


£24 848 


Tidiarubber and 


including Tyres ...... 529.509 
Tron and Stee] Manufactures. 
except Machinery 1.098.056 


| q 
Lent ie}? Cr00ds = 


Leather and 


Boots and Shoes part's) 2.58148 1.203.905 
Saddlery and Harness ... 14.687 
I on occa ocirvndncudtexexeds 193.736 

Machinery, except Locomotives 
Manufacturing ...... 141.590 
SER eee 562.077 
ee on og £91.3516 
Manures and Fertilisers (Ib.) ........ Bit le 25.725.214 76.821 
Nitrates for Manufacturing Purposes (i1h.)  24,029.108 158.533 
a ne a rere 14.417.573 976.084 
Paper—Printing iutaniny apneic test an ikea - - 358.572 
IN is ireadeg Sate pediernn amass os . 258.711 

Other, including Paper Bags. but 

not Stationery 84.030 
Railway Material ................. nes ., : 132.617 
Saddlers’ and Shoemakers’ Maierials ..... 58 601 
ERI ae rere ma eRe 1.504.455 59.107 
Printed Books ako A aia ord oa Wo eine Grane era wie eee 210.721 
Motor Cars (No.) ele ics cee e rca Nata 1.478 Zt.cle 
Power Lorries (No.) ...... pete race E ae 14 8.555 
Parts of Cars and Lorries ..................... 146.095 
Motor Bicycles and Parts ..............0..2... - 89.158 


Wax. Paraffin and Stearine (hb.) 
Wool and Timber .......... 
Woollen Manufactures ...... Listed istalatas ctapuiailas 
A] other Merchandise not spec ified above 

Specie. (Ficures phat published.) : 


pritane ss 14.9535.615 399 O43 
760,186 
093.430 


.225.833 


st 


~] 


- _— 


35.981 .134 
1.695.421 


Total Merchandise linported eer re 
Tmports for South African Governments 
57 674.605 
Vi ERCHANDISE. 
British to 


m™ ry ; . ; 
trrand Potal Tinports 


) . . 
Proportion or Britisn to Forrimex 
The following table shows the proportion of 


Foreigen Merchandise imported : 


1919. 
= £ Pei (‘enf 
rrom U hited Kingdom OS PE eT aT . 15.720,100 43.6 
other British Possessions ............ 9.446 .035 15.1 
Foreign Countries ...........0....06000- 14,920.245 41.3 
oo l= £36.086.380 100.0 
1918. 
£ Perv (ent, 
From United Kinsdom ee 19.630.529 54.6 
oer British Possessions ............ 4.711.770 13.1 
Foreion Countries ..............ececeee: 11.638.885 52.4 
ere, Oe ... £35,981 .184 100.0 
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EUROPE. 
SPAIN. 
CHANGED TRADING CONDITIONS IN 
THE SOUTH EAST. 
(vem WM. Acting Lice-Consul.) 








La Linea. 

Before the late war La Linea, which is the key town of 
this Vice-Consular district, tnported large quantities of 
British manuiactured goods and provisions via Gibraltar ; 
but when the intensification of the German submarine cam- 
paign and the consequent 
tion made this impossible, La Linea’s réle changed from 
that of purchaser io seller. 

At the present time this town actually exports to Gibraltar, 
for the use of the neighbouring fortress, and even for re- 
exportation thereirom, ironmongery, electrical apphances 
and fittings, clothing, cotton and woollen goods, hats, 
umbrellas, boots and shoes, cheap furniture, wines, glass- 
ware, earthenware, perfumery, wrapping and = writing 
paper, inks, building materials (including bricks and tiles), 
and also—and this is the principal line—groceries and pro- 
visions; and, in fact, foodstuffs of every description, 

Conducted by Spaniards, in the language and currency ot 
this country, and with the facilities afforded by their own 
hanks, the transaction of this export trade is simply and 
rapidly effected, whilst the profits derived from it are 
enormous, as high prices are charged and willingly paid in 
Gibraltar, where stocks are short. Hence the present utter 
indifference of the local merchants, who are all Spanish, to 
British trade offers and enquiries. 


lack of shipping accommoda- 


Neep ror Britisa ENTERPRISE. 


Krom the foregoing it will be apparent that British 
merchants who may wish to open up trade with this district 
in the near future when export conditions in Great Britain 
eradually become casier and freight rates are reduced, will 
find themselves tace to face with a very keen competition. 
To cope with it with any chance of success they must first 
prove that they are in a position to supply promptly the 
coods they advertise. They should then proceed to make 
things as easy as possible for the prospective buyer or im- 
porter by sending travellers, corresponding in Spanish, and, 
above all, by quoting prices ¢.i.4. Gibraltar. 

The average Spaniard likes to know exactly how much his 
eoods will cost delivered at his nearest railway station or 
port. Before the war he was humoured in this respect by 
German firms, and, in fact, is so at present by his own 
countrymen, He cannot, therefore, understand why, in 
answer to his tentative enquiries, British firms are still dis- 
inclined to quote c.i.f. prices. Their present failure to do so 
vives him the impression and fear of a trap, and a con- 
sequent disinclination to transact business, 

As stated above, La Linea has now become a large com- 
mercial distributing centre. 

ilowever, given facilities and inducements of good prolits, 
it is not a matter of sentiment, but of business to its mer- 
chants, whether the stream runs to the south or northwards. 
This being so, the present situation is not at all hopeless for 
British trade, particularly as it is casy to recognise in the 
exports above enumerated many of our own lines. 

Full advantage should be taken by British business enter- 
prise of the proximity of Gibraltar to this town, and of 
the present opportunity to make La Linea the channel 
through which to develop an important trade with at least 
the whole of Southern Spain. 

COMMENTS FROM GIBRALTAR. 

tcferring to the foregoing statements, the Acting Colonial 
Sccretary at Gibraltar writes that he considers that the 
adoption of the suggestions made would afford the best 
means of restoring that portion of British trade Jost during 
the war which may be recoverable. 

Before British trade, however, can attempt to recover a 
hold on the Spanish markets for the products referred to hy 
the Vice-Consul there must be, he states, some stability in 
the general trade situation, and British firms must be in a 
position to bring such products into full competition, Even 
then the fact cannot be ignored that conditions have materi- 
ally changed, for Spain has made great strides in importing 
and extending the manufacture of many goods which were 
in pre-war days imported by her. 

IncreAseD Home Propvction. 

In Spain many British products particularly woollen 
coods—were preferred to those of other countries, but the 
war has forced wpon her the necessity of accommodating 
herself to the use of what is produced now, in a more per- 
feet condition than formerly, at home. 
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With regard to groceries and provisions, Spain produces 
most of the staple articles of food she requires, and the 
development of the preserved provisions industry especially 
has kept pace with the increased and improved output ol 
cotton textiles, furniture, glassware, earthenware, per- 
fumery, paper of all descriptions, soaps, shoes, ete. All these 
eoods were during the war, and. still are, imported into 
Gibraltar. 





TariFe AND Fretcut Restrictions. 

The Customs tariff on all manufactured articles imported 
into Spain is a serious bar to manufactured goods exported 
for this purpose from the United Kingdom, competing with 
those manufactured in Spain trom raw materials, the intro- 
duction of which is subject to a much lighter tariff; while. 
at the present time, high freights constitute a further 
deterrent tactor. 


—— A 


SWITZERLAND. 
INFERIOR GOODS FROM GERMANY 


(From the Neting British Consul.) 





GENEVA. 


Newsprint is not much inporied trom Germany now, 
Sweden being the chief competitor. Owing to this competi- 
tion the Swiss mills, which in May, 1919, decided to keep 
lip the prices to trs. 1°60 per kilo for a year, hare lately had 
te reduce them to 1 fr. Neither are Germany or Austria able 
to export the better classes of paper, being apparently un- 
able to obtain the size for it. Nevertheless, offers continue 
to arrive in large numbers, but if an order is given delivery 
fails either wholly or partially. ” 

Metal sundries for the stationery trade are very inferior 
In a consigninent made to the Department of 


in quality. 
dozen of — pencil-sharpening 


Public Instruction of six 
machines, tour dozen were rejected as absolutely useless. 

A Swiss cyele merchant who bought a number of German 
bicycles recently, also states that he will buy no more, as 
the eveles break to pleces, 


MANUFACTURE OF KAW CELLULOID. 
(From UM. Commercial Necretary.) 
BERNE. 

According Lo ithe Basler Nachrichten’ the rederai 
Powder Mill ot Worblauten has been taken over by the 
Schweizerischen Celluloidfabrik AG. in Zollikofen, with a 
view to the manufacture. tor the first time in Switzerland, 
otf raw celluloid. 


ee eee 
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JAPAN. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN) 1918. 


(From HM. Commercial Secretary.) 








YOKOHAMA. 


Japan's total export trade for the calendar year [91S 
amounted to ven 2,099,351.000, and imports to ven 


2.173.068 O00, 


present time performs very apprectable services which rank 
as‘ invisible exports.” 


Exports of bullion amounted to ven 5,054,000, and imports 


to ven 327. 177,000. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
SUGAR TRADE IN 1919. 





With reference to the article on the Foreign Sugar Trade 


of the United States published on p. 657 of the “Journal” 


of 27th November last. it is stated by the United States 


sugar Equalisation Board that of the shipments in the fiscal 


vear ending 30th June, 1919, totalling 1,124 million Ib., 870 
the account of the British Royal Com- 


million Ih. were for 
inission on Sugar Supply im the allied countries of Europe. 
This refined sugar was the product of 930 million Ib. of raw 
sugar purchased by the Royal Commission from Cuba, im- 
ported into the United States for the purpose of refining, 
and then exported to the United Kingdom, France, Italy, 


or foreign possessions of these countries. This amount ot 


The figures, theretore, reveal a slightly ad- 
verse balance. but it must be remembered that Japan at the 
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sugar, therefore, although included in the import and export 
statistics of the United States, is different from ordinary 
exports because, being of British ownership, it is not taken 
out of supplies that otherwise would go into domestic con- 
suinption, and represents no deduction from stocks of sugar 
in the United States. 

Trape INTERESTS. 

A memorandum prepared by the Statistical Division of the 
United States Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 
states that the American receipts of cane sugar from foreign 
countries and trom non-contiguous territories during 1919 
have broken all previous records. During the ten months 
ending with October the total receipts amounted — to 
8,237 453.522 Ib... valued at 481,424,107 dols., which is 
L759. 988.484 Ib. more than for the corresponding period in 
IMS. and represents an increase of 27-2 per cent. In one 
vear. Shipments during the first ten months of 1919 
amounted to 1,258,168,072 th.. valued at 96,982,888 dols.. 
against 286,251,092 Ib., with a value of 18,930,821 dols. in 
ISIS, an increase of 339-5 per cent. in quantity and 4123 
per cent. in value, 

The receipts of sugar for the ten months ending October 
comprise 6,392,188,811 Tb.. valued at 355,725,617 dols., im- 
ported trom foreign countries, 1,103,655,180 Th. of raw sugar, 
valued at 71,998,124 dols.. and 23,902,500 Tb. of refined 
sugar, valued at 2,151,250 dols. from Hawaii, and 
(17,757,081 tb.. valued at 51,549,116 dols., from Porto Rico, 
Domestic exports of 1,246,869,413 Ih., valued at 96,033,653 
dols., shipments of 6,584,765 Tb., valued at 618,031 dols., to 
non-contiguous territories, and re-exporis of 4,713,894 Th, 
ot foreign sugar, valued at 331,204 dols., make up the total 
of 1,258.168,072 Ib. of sugar, valued at 96.982.888  dols., 
shipped in January-October. 

Presented .in tabular form the total cargoes of stigar 
inward and outward during the first ten months of the last 
three calendar vears vere: : 


Receipts, Shipments. 
Januatry-Octoher lly. dolls. It, dols. 
| lll ETT TPE 6.907 206,260 334 931.578 Oy fs 450s (12,189,304 
ee palates 6.477 AGS USS 322 742 S86 Pee POL GIP TS 950.8%] 
Se ee 8.33; 458,52 $81,424,107 9 1,678,168,072 (4) ON? SAN 


SOURCES OF THE Sccar Perenasen. 

More than 6,000 million Tb. of the sugar received from 
foreign countries was supplied by Cuba. The Philippine 
lands rank second with 175,432,529 Ib. Imports from the 
Virgin Islands and the Dutch East Indies show marked in- 
creases over the two vears preceding. Tn direct contrast 
there is a decrease from 91,833,829 Ib. in 1917 to 73,700 Tb, 
in 1919 in the imports of sugar from the Dominican 
Republic. and from 29.525.000 1b. in 1917 to 1.123 Ib. ip 
1919 in those trom Japan. The receipts by countries of 
origin for the ten months ending with October of the last 
three vears are shown in the following table :— 


Received from Fiscal vears ending 30th June- 


1914. 1918. 1919. 
II). Ib. Ih, 
Central America ...... AQ 202 480 166,292.75) 156.343.130 


a at 49 585,504 31,118.513 21.263.4% 
Wesi Indies : 
RRS Seas vere 2.124.442 25.849,7 19 47 949.384 
| ornare 2.586 857 4 SOF 1356 Y 074.648 
eae errr. EL 745.958 .456 571.921.5143 
EMI, kh vasa cseuenses 91.830.515 112.159.390 121.416.446 
Venemuela  .............. 49 953,478 50.122 484 85,007 .646 
Other South America 2.113.506 4.392.895 4.252.158 
rine 2.271.202 — 762.544 
Dutch East Indies 8.421 592 4.687.538 13.583,965 
NE xxctannes: we : 7.859 .56/ 
Turkey in Asta 1.858.128 5.44 
Other countries —.... 7.669.756 756 236 3.800.229 


forelen 


1.001.510.9283 1.143.731.180 


Tot] from 
countries 1,045 940.23 


$23,140 


Hawaii .........<- a 4.430.722 1.963.080 5 
Porto Rice sas Nala ae 429.644 256 69 276.029 
Total fron MmeW-CoON 
tiguous fer itories 4.851.466 2.294.777 5 809.615 


Grand total, quantity 1,006,262.294 1.145.955 .957 1.051.839.910 
dols. dols. dats. 
Crrand total value 111.454.240 103.355 .279 144 069.39 
Imports of beet sugar for the first ten months of 1919 wer? 
1.180 th., valued at 198 dols., and of maple sugar, 3,593,221 
Ih., valued at 1,011,228 dols. 


DESTINATION OF THE SuUGAr SHTPreED. 


The export and re-exports of refined sugar for the t= 
months ending with October, 1917 to 1919, are given in the 
following table by countries of destination: 
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10 months ending October— 




















Shipped to— 1917. 1918 1919. 
lb. lb. lb. 
Austria-Hungary $e — ne 2 021.429 
EE” a tiimaicasetiucnds 17 362,379 25,416,000 16.485.998 
ee ne 3,091 386 sii 9 841.526 
ee oa een — — 11,205,648 
BINS, «titted tao den ante 322,494,438 127.253.009 529.075.554 
cies ckaducowadin 560,000 a 76.235 .000 
GRCCCO  cocsccccccccccccncces 906,295 1,000 32.103.027 
BE! Situcaiitenicadeicnbeders 3,032,427 22,400 2,616,455 
lialy sapiens Stlacl aati iatkatesh-deeet tens 28,067,011 19,671,159 28,931,136 
Netherlands — .............. 6,085,360 a 1.438.441 
RE «tara stiri ncaa 76,408,172 10,090,012. 13.623.850 
PEN. ._ -snustnntoadpuaseteinias 597,260,091 — 3.917 608 
Switserland — .......ccccses 21,503,960 9.100 = 2.940.747 
Turkey in Europe ...... a aon 97 190.780 
United Kingdom _....... 118,837,498 14.506.261 326.095.676 
OE Ore 643,370 47,415,994 443,953 
NTR erence manera 38,901,207 =2.434.024 25,035,338 
re 143,408 56] 60 546,200 
>) ia iadvcrhembmaninieae 2,008,735 20,305 470,875 
ae — _ 2 350,000 
ME ing sacneninilonees 46 400 392 22 400 29.334 .200 
ED, Sencsexautnunianbeias 472.097 150) 997 155 
Turkey in Asia ......... : —_ 1.446.400 
Philippine Islands .. 254,040: 12.360 = 3,064,656 
British Africa ........... 3,428 581i 965.167 1,401,826 
French Africa .......... 651.071 386,571 3.419.167 
SN ccna ciahininw chins 67,000 13,084,500 616,000 
Other countries ......... 54,131,912 16,161,653 13,120.76€8 
Total to foreign 

countries ............ 948,487 982 277 491,125 1,246,869.413 
I GC eh eet 7,085,135 7,542,602 4,882,279 
Ee ene area 1,485,200 127.168 896 958 
Porto Rico ............. eee JAT4,582 185.404 805 528 

Total to nen-contiguous 
territories — ......... 14,044,917 (83.174 6 O84 765 

tem Xports ot foreign 
SN): jiredtahaun gaiienedas 13.951 609 904,793 4,713,894 
Grand total ............ 976,484 508 286.251.9092 1,258,168 ,072 


_ ee CS SE -_—— 





These exports’ mnelude not only sugar that is grown in 
continental United States and the non-contiguous American 
territories, but also all raw sugar received from foreign coun- 
tries and refined in the United States. such sugar being then 
regarded as domestic. The ve-exports consist of foreign 
sugar that was re-shipped in the form im which it was first 
received. 

Year's Best Customerns—Averace Prices. 

Europe took more than 90 per cent. of the total exports. 
France and the United Kingdom being the larzest individual 
purchasers. Remarkable gains are shown in the exports to 
Finland, Gibraltar, Greece, and Turkey. while shipments to 
Norwav and Switzerland declined. Exports to South 
America, show a large decrease in the last two vears. Argen- 
tins having received only one-half million Th. in 1919. 
against 143 million Th. in 1917. 

Tho price of the sugar imported from foreign countries 
during Januarv-October. 1919. averaged 6 Cents a lb.. 
against 4°7 cents in the like period of 1918, and 4:5 cenis 
in 1917. The average price of the sugar received from Hawatll 
was 65 eents, and trom Porto Rieo 7-2 cents. The average 
price of the sugar shipped was 7:7 cents a Th. in 1919, 6-6 
eents in 1918, and G-4 cents in 1917. 


PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 


TRADE WITH THE UNITED RINGDON. 
(From WM. Acting Consul-Geneval,) 








AMANITA. 

As a result of the war the value of imports from the 
Vnited Kingdom. already reduced by the Tariff policy of 
the United States of America in the Philippines to some- 
thing over 10,000,000 pesos, has fallen off nearly 50 per 
cent. In 1918 the value of imports from the United NRing- 
dom was only 5,528,814 pesos. 

Before the war imports from the United Kingdom con- 
sisted mainly of textile goods of finer counts, wider widths. 
and high quality, carthenware, some brass manufactures, 
copper sheets, machinery. paints, and shipchandlery, bis- 
cuits and jams, some leather goods, and heavy chemicals 
and crude drugs. During the war export restrictions, high 
ireights, dear materials, and heavy taxes, all contributed to 
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lessen the quantity of goods imported from the United 
Kingdom. With a return to normal conditions after the 
war, and provided there was a material decline in costs, it 
was thought that the trade of the United Kingdom would 
revive. 
Reasons vor Tarpy Reviyar. 

The following figures, however, show that since November, 

1918, there has only been a slight increase in yalues:— 


£ 
lnports tor 3 months ended 31st December. 1918... 117.006 
Imports for 3 months ended 3lst March, 1919 ...... 156,006 
[mports for 3 months ended 30th June, 1919 ....... 136 ,OOU 


This is due to the following reasons :— 

(1) Costs in the United Kingdom have continued to rise. 
(2) There has been little improvement in shipping facili- 
tes. 

(3) Owing to industrial unrest prices quoted by British 
manufacturers are no longer c.i.t., but f.o.b., subject to 
market fluctuations; thus importing firms are unable to 
Inake firm quotations to dealers, 

(4) Many firms in the Philippines have only started their 
unport branches during the war, and consequently have 
fixed trade connections only with the United States, where 
their desires are known and catered for. Old-established 
firms also during the war turned to the United States or 
elsewhere to supply requirements formerly obtained from the 
United Kingdom. In general, the facility with which goods 
mav be ordered and obtained from the United States 
nulitates against a sudden change, even when the Tariff 
permits. The agent is on the ground, produces samples. and 
gives all information required. Moreover. as there is no 
complicated Tariff to study, the calculation of laid-down 
COSt IS easy. 

(5) At the conclusion of the Armistice. when local dealers 
immediately stopped buying, there were large stocks in most 
lines which even vet have not been cleared off. 


SUGGESTIONS To DEVELOP TRADE. 

It ix evident, therefore, that unless British manufacturers 
can mect the situation with competitive prices there is small 
hope at present of anv marked increase in imports from the 
United Wingdom. 

Some assistance to trade might be given by the improve- 
mont of shipping services. Tt is further suggested that 
steps towards stabilising prices might assist United Kingdom 
trade in goods such as plushes and paints, in which that 
country holds, or did hold, the market. At present com- 
peting firms are each afraid to order lest between the order 
and the arrival of the goods the market should break and 
a loss be incurred. Possibly the many central sales agencies 
now being formed in the United Wingdom could stabilise 
prices cither by fixing the prices at which their goods are 
to be sold in the foreign market, or appointing a sole agent. 
In the latter case great care would be necessary to select 
the most progressive firm possible, Either method would 
probably be the means of ensuring a steady demand. : 

In the case of goods such as machinery, arrangements tor 
credits to manufacturers might produce favourable results. 
Manufacturers, in) their turn, could then sell on more 
favourable terms than at present. 

Prtiipetine Exports. 

The value of the export trade from the Philippines to the 
United Kingdom has been well maintained during the war. 
Hemp. which is responsible for the bulk of the trade, was 
controlled until early in 1919.) Shipments during 1919 until 
September were few, but later vessecis were made available. 
Coconut oil has also been shipped to the United Kingdom in 
fair quantities, whilst London has been responsible tor the 
financing of large shipmenis to Holland. Sugar and tobacco, 
the other principal Philippine products, have never been tn 
large demand for the United Kingdom. 

Ii~anctar. Posttion. 

During the past five years the products of the Philippines 
have been in great demand, and a tetal trade balance ol 
over 200,000,005 pesos has been built up in favour of the 
Islands. On 31st August. 1919. the cash balance in the 
Treasury was 141,181,050 pesos, - The currency in circulation 
was 136,674,619 pesos. On the same date in 1918 the 
Treasury balance was 169,000,000 pesos, and the currency in 
circulation 126,000,000 pesos, | 

The above figures give the impression of very favourable 
conditions, but, whilst the Islands are undoubtedly in a 
stronger position than before the war, the situation is, In 
reality. not so favourable as statistics preseht it, The war 
brought prosperity, but its ill-effects are now heginning to 
tell. The local financial situation is uncertain, and the cur- 
rency is inadequate. Exchange with the United States 1 
unsetiled. and consequently also with other countries. There 
is a lack of cheap rice, the staple food of the people. At 
the end of August, 1919, there was a trade balance tor the 
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eight months against the Islands of 27,000,000 pesos due, 
not to imports of rice, which in the case of previous un- 
favourable balances lias generally been the cause, but to the 
dull state of the hemp market. The export of hemp provides 
almost 50 per cent. of the purchasing power of the Philip- 
pines, Imports are still increasing, mostly in Juxuries. The 
people are therefore spending their earnings of the five 
previous vears. 

These tendencies have been still further marked by the 
speculatory advances of the Philippine National Bank 
during the last six months of 1918. The slump in the hemp 
and oi] markets at the end of 1918 prevented the Bank from 
replacing the Government Funds owing to the inability ot 
the firms, on whose hemp and oil the money had_ been 
advanced, to sell. 

The import of cotton piece-goods, which had heen very 
much over-imported during 191¢, has fallen off. It 1s 
desirable. to check the increased importation of luxuries, 
many of which, unobtainable during the war. are now heing 
purchased to excess, 

At the same time the financial positions of many 
old-established concerns have been very considerably 
strengthened. These firms, most of which are British, may 
be depended upon, provided costs decline in the United 
Kingdom, to revive the small but lucrative high-class trade 
from thaf country. In this task the favourable exchange on 
London neay aid them. 

Whilst the Philippine National Bank is temporarily out 
of the money market, there are several hanks, both old and 
new, able to assist in financing exports and imports. On 
the whole, much business formerly finaneed by London 
before the war, is now financed gold dollar bills on New 
York. This is, however, largely a question of exchange. 
favourable or otherwise at the moment. The usance of bills 
is now generally sixty to ninety days. Tmports from the 
United Kingdom through firms with offices in that country 
are paid for cash against documents. In most cases other 
importing firms will open confirmed credits. 





Lack or Lapnour. 

The development of the Philippines is heing retarded 
greatly by Jabour shortage. This subject has had the atten- 
tion of the Government, which established a Bureau of 
Labour, and has lately appointed one of the Tabour leaders 
as Assistant Director. But beyond the collection of interesi- 
ing data on the subject of wages and working hours, etc., 
the Bureau has heen able to accomplish little. Employment 
agencies were established at various points, and it was 
hoped by this means to carry labour from over-populated 
points to districts where more hands were required. The 
total of engagements for 1918 was only 5,983. It is clear. 
therefore, that the problem is not one of distribution, but 
one of immigration, which subject the authorities are re- 
ported to he studying. 

SHIPPING: BRITISH SHARE. 

The following figures show the numbers and nationality of 
vessels calling at Philippine ports during the vears 1915- 
1918: 

1915. 1916. 1917. 1918 


American (U.S.A. registry) ...... 28 2-5 78 134 
American (P.T. registry) ......... Oy R4 11] 123 
ae 115 344 22) 145 
Chinese ‘chests thee he nbenes sabes Uneecs — 3 4 Q 
I ccc eens i a a : 28 32 16 
a 3 12 - 2 
SN, ios cic eal Sku RaGaienaie 182 196 17] 189 
NOPWOGTAN ooo c cece ceccecccecccccceeees 5 9 16 8 
RRR eT EET emer 13 1] 6 8 
Swedish ee eee - 2 


Before the war well over 69 per cent. of the Philippine 
trade was carried in British bottoms. In 1918 British vessels 
earried but little over 25 per cent. During 1919 there has 
been an improvement, and no doubt British shipping will 
slowly regain a fair proportion of the « arrving trade, but 
owing to the new competition of the United States Shipping 
Board it will never entirely regain its predominant position 
unless 1t can compete successfully with these vessels. 

Merchants still complain of shipping delays from the 
United Kingdom, and this is, perhaps, the main reason why 
British export tr ade has not shown any strong revival. 
Prices are rising in the United States, and it may be soon 
a question of Getivery rather than prices. Delivery from 
the United States has improved owing to the allotment of 
several vessels to “the Pacific service. 


LoapING AND Discuarcinc Propiems. 

The situation at the Government Pier has, during the last 
two vears, gone trom bad to worse. Goods have been left 
piled up on the piers and in the Government sheds, some- 
times through the inability of firms to obtain delivery, some- 
times from the unwillingness of firms to take deliv ery owing 
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io a shortage of warehouse room, which is also becoming 
problem. 

A suggestion has been made, and plans are now being 
studied in connection therewith, that a private company 
should be formed by the various shipping companies to take 
over the management of the piers, inspection of cargo being 
left to the Customs authorities. By this means it is hoped 
to hasten the delivery of cargo and che loading and discharg- 


ing of vessels at Manila. 
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LATIN AMERICA, 


BRAZIL. 


PROGRESS OF THE TRRIGATION 
SCHEMM. 
(From IT.M. Cominercial Neer fairy.) 
Rio DE JANEIRO. 
The project authorising the expenditure of 200 thousand 
contos (approximately £12,000,000—see page 445 of the 
‘Journal’ of 9th October last) has now been approved by 














the Chamber of Deputies and is under discussion jin the 


Senate. Article 2 of this project lays down the following 
stipulations for the obtaining of the funds necessary for the 
operation :— 

‘The cost of construction, maintenance, and preservation 
of the necessary works will be provided from a special fund 
created in the following manner :— 

(a) Operations of credit, external or internal, which the 
Government is authorised to contract up to a 
maximum of two hundred thousand contos, but 
never more than forty thousand contos in each 
financial vear. 

(bh) Two per cent. of the total receipts of the Republic. 

(¢) Two to five per cent. of the ordinary incomes of 
those States in which the works are to be executed, 
the Executive entering into negotiation with the 
respective State Governments and being permit ted 
to receive this quota in irrigable lands. 

(d) Products of the sale or lease of lands ceded by the 
State Governments or disappropriated in the 
terms of this Law.” 

Tt is understood that no actual plan is as yet in existence 
as to the exact work which it is proposed to undertake. It 
can, however, be stated that such work will be confined 
the construction of dams for the storing of the rain-water 
which accumulates during the rainy season, as against the 
original plan which was widely ventilated here of diverting 
the waters of the River Sao Francisco to these regions. 

During the discussions which took place in the Chamber 
of Deputies on this project, the greatest admiration was 
expressed for the magnificent solution which the Government 
of India had succeeded obtaining of this great problem, 
and it is likely that their methods will be very closely 
followed in the eventual undertaking of the matter by the 
Brazilian Government. 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 


OPPORTUNITIES FOR BRITISH TRADE. 
(From the British Vice-Consul.) 








SANCHEZ. 


The conditions ef peace brought about by the American 
occupation have opened up this country of abounding ter- 
tility to a state of commercial expansion and importance 
that has hitherto been onlv an ideal of the future. The 
exceptionally good crops of tobacco and cocoa during the last 
two vears have resulted in a great influx of money to the 
country, benefiting all classes of people. The small squatter 
has reaped a large harvest from his tobacco or cocoa planta- 
tion, whilst the big shipper can count his profits by tens o! 
thousands of dollars American gold. The prices of these twe 
commodities have reached figures never before touched, and 
at one time the banks had ‘difficulty in importing the cur- 
rency necessary to deal with the business. The surpins 
money is bringing about further expansion, and there 1s a 
demand for all classes of foreign-made articles, 

AMERICAN COMPETITION. 

The Americans (who are at present in military occupation) 
will make a big bid to hold and secure the trade of the 
country, hut the re is a very general desire on the part of 
the inhabitants to import British- made goods, and there is 
undoubtedly a splendid opening for the ‘introduction of all 
classes of goods of British manufacture. 

This Vice-Consular district embraces a fertile tract of land 
known as the Cibao Valley, and it is with this district that 


————— —_ 





a) 


al 





JANCARY BZ, 19VU. 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





this report 1s primarily concerned, although the remarks 
apply to the whole of the Republic. It stretches from 
Samana Bay and Peninsula on the east to beyond the city 
of Santiago in the West, and takes in the important towns 
of San Francisco de Macoris, Moca, and La Vega. This 
region 1s served by the Samana and Santiago Railway Com- 
pany (a Scottish company) between Sanchez, Macoris, la 
Vega. and Moca, with a connection by the Government rail- 
way between the latter town and Santiago. 

The port of Sanchez lies at the head of the Bay of 
Samana and is the outlet for the products from the vailey 
as well as the receiving point for goods imported from the 
United States of America. The Roval Mail Steam Packet 
Company have recently recommenced their service to the 
Republic. and, under present arrangements, their boats 
call at Sanchez and at Puerto Plata (on the north coast). 
For the present the service is monthly. 

Good CTODS of tobacco, cocoa, and coffee are assured for 
1920, and amongst the other products of the country are 
honey, hides, wax, timber, sugar, ete. Immigration has 
increased considerably of late vears, and the need for im- 
ported goods is hecoming greater every day. British manu- 
fractured articles of good quality are in constant demand, 
and, in order to guide manufacturers, a list of some of the 
goods required, divided into groups, is appended :— 


Group ‘4.’ 
(Stone, Ceramic Products, and Glass.) 
Sharpening stones, tiles for floors and roofs, cement, 
gypsuin, chalk, asbestos, water filters, coal, bricks, tar, 
pitch, refined or rectified oils, such as petroleum, naphtha, 
gasoline, benzine, etc, 


Ins: :s ieee of wv on gran gee, —— . 
, .. <7 ar tes > s 


Grove “B. 
(Hardware.) 

Cast and malleable iron in ingots, slabs, bars, tubes, ete. 
Sanitary fittings, kitchen utensils, agricultural implements, 
galvanised iren in sheets for roofs, shoots, tubing, screws, 
and washers, nails of all kinds, barbed wire for fencing, 
hoilers and portable furnaces, cutlery, padlocks, clocks, 
tools, ete., ete. 


Grove °C.” 
Beds. sewing machines, coffee and maize 9 grinders, 
materials for sugar factories, and railways. 


Groupe “D. 
Upholstery saddlery, fittings, valises, belts, ete. 
Group “KE,” . 
Paints and oils, distempers. 
Groce ‘‘F.” 
{mpty sacks and sacking material for ‘‘Pacas.’’ Manila 
and sisal ropes, hemp, fishing nets. 
Group “G,”’ 
Cotton and linen cloth, wools and silks, By preference : 
cashmeres, white cloths, drills. chintz, and fanev materials 
of all kinds. 


. 


Group “H.” 

Laces, embroidery, ladies’ belis, passementerie, personal 

adornments, brooches, corsets, socks and stockings, silk 
laces, ete. 


Grove ‘I.”’ 


Ready-made clothing for men, women and children. 


Grove ‘‘J.”’ 
Preserved fruits, jams, confitures, liquors (whisky, gin 
and heer), rice. tea. 
Grove “KK.” 
Matches, accordions, organs, and other musical instru- 
ments 
HLM. Vice-Consul has included in his report particulars 
of an agent, who, in his opinion, would be an extremely able 
person to introduce British manutactures in the Sanchez dis- 
irict, and British firms who are interested in the matter are 
Invited to communicate with the Department of Overseas 
Trade with a view to obtaining information respecting this 
gentleman and anv further particulars they may desire. 
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BULGARIA. 
ITALIAN-BULGARIAN BANK 1N SOFIA. 


It is stated in the [Italian press that the Banca Com- 
merciale [tahana e Bulgara was opened recently in Sofia as 
a limited ability company with a capital of 12,000,000) 
levas, 

The company, which owes its origin to the initiative o1 
the Banca Commerciale Italiana, with Italian and Bulgarian 
capital, transacts any kind of banking business either in Bul- 
garia or other countries, and will, it is stated, devote its 
attention to the encouragement of commercial relation- 
hetween Italy and Bulgaria. 





— 


CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 
GROWTH OF 











BANKING AND 
CAPITAL, 

The chiet banking houses of Prague and Brunn are given 
below :— 

Zivnostenska Banka has a capital of 160,000,000 crowns, 
Which has just been increased to 200,900,000 crowns by the 
sale of new stock, and consequently its reserves of 60,000,000) 
crowns will shortly be increased to 110,000,000 crowns. Its 
deposits exceed 1,500,000,000 crowns. This is the largest 
Czecho-Slovak banking institution, and is interested financi- 
ally in many industrial enterprises. 

Bohemian Union Bank has a capital of 80,000,000 crowns, 
reserves over 35,000,000 crowns, and deposits over 750,000.000 
crowns. The capital stock will probably be increased. 

The capital stock of the Bohemian Industrial Bank has 
just been increased from 100,000,000 to 150,000,000 crowns 
with the aid, it is reported, of Dutch capital, and its 
reserves in consequence have increased trom 22,000,000 to 
almost 40,000,000 crowns. Its deposits in round numbers are 
500,000,000 crowns. 

The Prague Credit Bank has increased its capital from 
50,000,000 crowns to 100,000,000 crowns with the aid, it is 
reported, of the French group Société Generale, Banque de 
Paris, Credit Mobilier, and Rotterdamsche Bank Vereenig- 
ing. Reserves of about 40,000,000 crowns have been 
increased to about 50,000,000 crowns. Deposits are over 
350.000 000) crowns. 

The capital of the Bohemian Discount Bank is about to 
he increased to *48,000,000 from 12,000,000 crowns. The 
present reserves are about 20,000,000 crowns, and deposits 
are about 400,000,000 crowns. 

Agrarni Banka (Agricultural Bank) is increasing its 
capital from 20,000,000 to 48,000,000 crowns. | Its reserves 
are about 6,000,000 and deposits are over 450,000,000 crowns. 

Ustredni Banka Ceskych Sporitelm (Central Bank of 
Bohemian Savings Bank) has increased its eapital from 
25,009,000 to 35,000,000 crowns: present reserves are over 
3,000,000 crowns and deposits are over 35,000,000 crowns. 

The largest bank in Brno (Brunn) is the Moravsk Agrarni 
Banka, which has a capital of 36,000,000 crowns: the re- 
serves are 12,000,000 crowns and the deposits are about 
150,000,000 crowns. 

The Bohemian Union Bank, which was formerly considered 
a German institution, has now both Germans and Bohemians 
on its board of directors. Bohemian Escompt Bank has 
come under the control of Bohemian capital. The banks 
generally have shown greater international activity, the 
outstanding feature of which, as above mentioned, has been 
the acquisition of foreign capital. 


INDUSTRIAL 


GOVERNMENT ACTION. 

Tn view of the limit which the Czecho-Slovak Government 
are about to place on the rapidly increasing capital issues 
made by Czecho-Slovak banks and industrial companies, 
the *‘ Prager Tageblatt ”’ gives the following information : — 


Capirat INCREASES .OF THR BANKS. 


Among banks, the increases of capital began immediately 
after the political revolution of 1918, and continued to 
multiply rapidly during 1919. In that period some banks 
increased their capital on two or three separate occasions. 
In general the increases were necessitated by the great 
problems with which the banks were faced on the foundation 
of the Czecho-Slovak State. Under the changed conditions, 
the provision of capital for the various Czech industria] 
concerns formerly closely allied to the Vienna banks, now 
devolved upon the larger Czech banks. Owing to the 
rapidity with which the Czecho-Slovak currency was 
separated from that of the former Empire (by the stamping 
of notes actually within the Republic at a certain period) it 
became impossible. for instance, for the Boden-Kredit- 
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Avstalt and the Kredit-Anstalt in Vienna to remit the con- 
.iderable requirements of their clients in Czecho-Slovakia in 
Czecho-Slovak kronen. This and many other difficulties 
caused by the break-up of the old Empire forced the 
Viennese financial houses to enter into relations with Czech 
hanks and to allow the latter to participate to some extent 
in the affairs of the industries concerned. Later on the 
Kredit-Anstalt found a solution of these difficulties by a 
fusion of their Czech branches with ithe Bohemian Discount 
Bank after the latter had fermed a connection with the 
Zivnostenska Bank. From November, 1918, to the end of 
1919 the following capital issues were made : — 


Capital issued (Nominal), 1918-19, 
Kronen. 

uusawekdeuncomateauelrwadont * 80 .000.000 
(in 2 issues). 

Seated aed cab aaa iaactnaneerd 90 AOD O00 
(in 3 issues). 


Bank. 
Zivnostenska Bank 


Bohemian Industrial Bank 


i Cn. causaavnwenpenveaieeusees **ETO OOO 000 

(in 2 issues). 
Bohemian Discount Bank .................-cccccceccees 36,000,000 
Ce ..  emeiusnkebih weal 94 000.000 

(in 3 issues). 
I I, avcnscndavornsnesesss os sdvkensscninnees 28,000,000 
Bohemin Joint Stock Bank —..................... 20 000 200 
es cen biaeee 25 O00 000) 


(in 3 issues). 
6.000.000 
1.000.000 
Se euieanaaias 10.000 000 
(in 2 issues). 
Building (Baugewerhe) Bank 10.000 ,.000 
Moravian Agricultural and Tndustrial Bank...... 34,000,000 
(in 2 issues). 


ee Ce ee 
German Agricultural Bank 


Central Bank for Czech Savings Banks 


eoeereeers eee eeeeeees ese eeneos 


eee en een ereeer eee eee weer eee 


ee eee eee 10,000,000 
Pressbure Bank of Coinmerce — ...............0cccee eee 5.000.000 
i i ..  ceepeeecdeuseseweneeues 3.400.000 
Brewing Industry Bank ........ .....sscscccscessesseess 2.000 000 


457 400,000 





T ita aN eM ae ee eds rm eRe ee MT en 


A turther 40,000,000 Czecho-Slovak Kronen is authorised 
hut not issued. 
© 50,000,000, Czecho-Slovak 
lhrench Svndicate. 
In addition further issues have been authorised and will 
De shortly isstied as follows :— 


Kronen taken over by a 


Kronen. 
10.000 .000 


coeoeoreeeesreeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeerene 


Bohemian Land Bank 


S'S ET LOE OORT PEROT OE TT 16,000.000 
Moravian-Bilesian Bamlk — .......cccccccccccsccccccccces 5,000 000 
EE ee TE TT em 3.000.000 


90 000 00 
35.000 000 
Total 83,000 000 

On 28th Ocieher, 1918 (declaration of the Republic) the 
entire capital of Czecho-Slovak Banks was 400,000,000 
Kronen. while to-day, as the above figures show. it has 
reached 940,000,000 Czecho-Slovak Kronen. 

Capitar TNcrREASE oF TNptUstrtIaL CONCERNS. 

During 1919 a number of Czech industrial concerns have 
also inereased their capital. Most firms have appealed for 
capital on the following grounds :— 

(1) Higher price of raw materials. 
(2) Higher wages. 
(3) Income tax and increased taxation. 

Apart from these reasons, however, firms have become 
disinclined to rely on bankers’ credits. While increases may 
he justified in most cases. it must not be forgotten that some 
companies are inclined to water their capital in order. on 
the one hand, to reduce their percentage of profit and on 
the other to obtain high premiums bv the ivsue of new 


eee eer eee e oer eeweerer eee ee eee ee eee 


Agricultural Credit Bank 


Central Bank for Czech Savings DOOCRIKR ......<- 





shares. 

Among industrial concerns, 53 have increased their capital 
during 1919 by 277.000.000 Kronen: of this amount the 
Skoda Works absorb 72.000,000 Kronen (27.000.000 Kronen 
authorised but not issued), the Poldi Steel Works 74,000,000 
Kronen. and the Ruston Company 25,900,000 Kronen. 


FRANCE. 


SUPPORT OF ITALIAN LOAN. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 








Paris. 
The French Government have opened the French market 
to the new Italian loan. Arrangements have been concluded 
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between the Treasuries of the two countries by which sub- 
scriptions to the loan in France are to be centralised and 
utilised for the payment of debts incurred in this country 
hy the [Italian Government. 





LUXEMBOURG. 





RE-ORGANISATION OF NATIONAL BANK. 

According to a statement emanating from Luxembourg 
the International Bank in Luxembourg is reorganising its 
capital and arranging for working agreements with certain 
French and Belgian banks in order to meet the new con- 
ditions. 

At the recent general meeting of the bank the President 
stated that they had succeeded in securing the interest of 
two important financial undertakings—the Banque de 
lunion Parisienne and the Banque de Bruxelles. and 
as a resali of the aggreement made with these banks, 100,006 
preterence shares would be issued, bringing the capital to 
25 million francs. Through this new alliance the field of 
operation of the International Bank would be considerably 
enlarged, and a brilliant future could be expected for it, 
all the more as the Union of Agricultural Associations had 
also participated. The Luxembourg shareholders will have 
the option of subscribing 73 million francs. 

According te the balance sheet the credits in Germany 
run up to 67 million frances. Messrs. Massal and Hottin- 
guer, members of the Board of Directors of the Banque de 
union Parisienne; Despres and Barbanson, of the Banque 
de Bruxelles; Mayrisch, Director-General of the Luxem- 
bourg Industrial Bank; and Linckel, representative of the 
Agricultural Association, will be clected in place of the six 
German directors who have withdrawn. 





ROUMANIA. 





COMPANY FOR FINANCING TRADE. 
(From HW.M, Commercial Secretary.) 
Bucuarest. 

An important financial organisation has been formed at 
Bucharest to finance imports and exports. It is understood 
that a considerable part of the new company’s activities will 
he the forming of agencies for British and French firms. 
Each branch of the import business will be managed by a 
technical expert. At the present moment the organisation 
of the company is not complete, but it is expected to be 
ready for operations in a short time. 

Among the first Board of Directors are M. Stefanescu, a 
Director of the Banca Romaneasa : 
of the Petroleum Company (Steaua): General Tliescu, at one 
time chief of the Roumanian Army: and other prominent 
men, 

The registered capital ix GO,Q00,000 ‘lei, divided into 
120,000 shares of 500 lei each. Operations will commence on 
a subscribed capital of 20,006,000 Tei. 


_ —_ -~ 


SPAIN. 








NEW TISSUE OF BANK NOTES. 

A Royal Decree of 29th December authorises an increase 
in the circulation of bank notes in Spain from the present 
figure of 4,000 million pesetas to 4,500 million. The Decree 
also prescribes the conditions under which these may be put 
In circulation by the National Bank. 

The circulation of notes of the Spanish National Bank was 
increased to 4,000 millicn pesetas by a Decree of 2nd Janu- 
ary, 1919, after similar increases had been authorised in 
the years 1914, 1917, and 1918. At the end of December 
the quantity of notes in circulation amounted to 3.85% 
million pesetas, which was very near the maximum. 

Tt is explained in the preamble that this further increasé 
has been taken to obviate the restriction of operations which 
the Bank of Spain would find itself compelled to impose, 
or the employment of large sums of silver currency. The 
Spanisli Government adopts the view that the issue of bank 
notes should have no limits provided always that it is ac 
companied “by rational guarantees in the form of specie, 
and its complement in the form of commercial values,” 1 
view of the fact that the demand for notes is regulated by 
the needs of the market. 








M. Osiceanu, Director ’ 
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Shipping and Docks. 


AUSTRALIA. 
COASTING TRADE PROVISIONS. 


By a Proclamation dated 23rd December, 1919, the 
Commonwealth Government under powers conferred by the 
Navigation Act of 1919 has brought into force the pro- 
visions relating to coasting trade contained in the Australian 
Navigation Act of 1912, to operate from 2nd March of the 
present year. 

The operation as a whole of the above-mentioned Naviga- 
tion Act of 1912, which was dependent upon the issue of a 
proclamation, has been delayed in consequence of the war, 
and the conditions ensuing thereupon. By the Amending 
Act of 1919 the Commonwealth Government has been enabled 
io bring portions of the Navigation Act into operation with- 
out the necessitv of proclaiming the operation of the Act 
of 1912 as a whole. 

In order to protect the interests of British and Australian 
shipping against the encroachment in the coasting trade 
by heavily-subsidised foreign lines, and to give seamen 
engaged in the coasting trade the benefits of the Navigation 
Act of 1912 in regard to accommodation, etc., the necessary 
steps have now been taken to bring the Coasting Trade 
provisions into torce trom the date above mentioned without 
further delay 

The provisions of the Navigation Act (1912) which have 
been proclaimed to take effect from the said date are as 
follows : — 
Sections 1—3. 








Sections 384. 


- 6H6—10. " 386—387. 
“ 14. ra 389, 
48. - 391—395. 
e 44, 7” 399—105. 
= 9]—92. - 407. 


_ 135—138. 
Part. VI. 284-—293. 
. 378—380, 
and Schedule TI.) Seale of Deck Officers. 
Schedule If. Scale of Engine-room Officers and 
Greasers. 

The Amending Act of 1919 amends, inter alia, Sections 1, 
2.6 and 7 of the Principal Act. The effect of these amend- 
ments is to bring within the scope of the Coasting Trade 
provisions, trade with and between the territories of the 
Commonwealth, including the late German territories now 
under Australian administration. As a result no vessel 
will he permitted to carry passengers or goods from a port 
in the Commonwealth to a port in the territories, or rice- 
versa, or between one territory and another without being 
licensed to engage in the coasting trade. 

Regulations to give effect to the proclaimed provisions 
will shortly be promulgated. 

The above-mentioned sections mav be consulted en appli- 
cation to the Shipping and Transport Section, Department 
of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, F.C. 2. 


, az 
422-495, 
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FRANCE. 

OPENING OF NORTHERN WATERWAYS. 

(Fran JEM. Consul.) DUNKIRK. 

The local Chamber of Commerce announces that the follow- 
ing inland waterways are re-opened as from Ist January, 
for'vessels of normal draught, i.e... 2°80 metres :— 

' 1. The Tower Searpe between Marchiennes Lock and the 
Middle Searpe. Tn ether words, the navigation is established 
on the whole of the Lower Scarpe as far as Montagne. 

2 VEseant hetween Conde and Montagne, In other 
words. the navieation is resumed on the Escaut hetween 
Valenciennes and the frontier, av well as on the canal from 
Mons to Conde. 

3. The Roubaix Canal between the Union Lock and the 
Nouveau Monde Leck. In other words, the navigation is 
respmed on the Roubaix Canal as far as the Nouvoan Monde 
Lock. 

4. For vessels of a draught of 1:50 metres: The Basse 
Denle from Onvesnov to Dewiemont. In other words, naviga- 
tion is recpmed on the whole Basse Deule from Marquette to 
Denlemont 

5. For vessels of 9 dravne@ht of 1:30 metres: The Upper 
Searpe as for AS (Clorbehem. 


GREFCE. (Chios). 


THE PORT OF CHTOS. 
(From TM. Viee-Consul.) CaTos. 
Chios Port is distant from Smyrna roughly seventy miles 
by sea, and 150 miles from Pirseus. The port is protected 
by two moles, and the entrance is 150 metres broad. 
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The area of the port is over two square kilometres, but 
only the north-west area is at present available for heavy- 
draught steamers. This area is dredged to 73-8 metres up to 
alongside the quays. 

The quays are good, but there is only one crane, hand 
worked. 

As regards labour, here, as everywhere, it is high com- 
pared with pre-war times. Hold-workers get 14 drachme 
a day (whether half-an-hour or 12 hours). The Customs 
warehouses are large, and there are various other ware- 
houses aleng the quays. 

The port and quays are still, unfortunately, the property 
of a private company dating from Turkish times, so thai 
there are thé company’s charges to pay as well as the Greek 
Customs dues. It is hoped, however, that the Greek Govern- 
ment will shortly buy out the company, and open the port 
asa free port. 

Shipping companies will doubtless have the tariff oi 
Greek Customs dues at their disposal. The Company's 
charges are as follows:— 

(a) Vessels remaining ten days and under pay 11 lepta 
for each ton up to 100 tons, and 5} lepta for each ton over 
100 tons. 

(b) For ten hours alongside the quay for loading and wun- 
loading, 54 lepta per ton. 

(c) Lighthouse dues, 12 lepta per ton. 


~ ITALY. 


MERCANTILE INTERESTS AND NEW 
DECREES. 

A number of Decrees affecting shipping interests have 
recently been passed in Italy. Among them are the follow- 
ing:—Decree 353, approves regulations for the working of 
the Control Board of the Port of Naples. 354 approves 
regulations for the legal protection of emigrants. 3) 
establishes a Roval Nautical Institute at Ortona-a-Mare. 
#56, rules for conferring rank of ‘‘Captain of foreign- 
going ship.’’ 361 modifies the Consular Tariff. 364 and 365. 
Marine Health Ordinances. 366, circular re desertion from 
requisitioned ex-Austrian steamers, 

The text (in Italian) of the above Decrees may be con- 
sulted on application to the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Shipping and Transport Section), 73, Basinghall Street. 
K.C. 2. 











NETHERLAND EAST INDIES. 


PROPOSED NEW HARBOUR FOR 
SAMARANG. 


(From HM. Vice-Consul.) SAMARANG. 

Plans are now being prepared by the Samarang Harbour 
Board for a new sea harbour. The need for such a har- 
hour is especially felt during heavy weather in the west 
monsoon (October to April) when, the port at present being 
an open roadstead, ships are frequently compelled to pass 
Samarang and to discharge their cargo at another port. 
hecause of the inalility of the lighters to take the cargo off 
the steamers. 

The present scheme is to build an open harbour with lone 
breakwaters, which would enable steamers drawing up to 
about 30 feet to enter and discharge their cargoes into 
lighters in comparatively calm water. The scheme is esti- 
mated to cost £1,000,000. 

If the scheme is carried ont, it will undonhtedly he of 
great advantage to shipping, though it would» mean the 
payment of higher harbour dues. _ 


UNITED STATFS OF AMERICA. 
THE FREE ZONE MOVEMENT. 


(From I.M. Commercial Seceretary.) 
WASHINGTON. 

The movement for the establishment of ‘ free zones ” 
in certain ports of the United States has received a check. 
Hearings on the Bill now hefore Congress were held re- 
cently, and the Chairman of the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee of the House has stated that his Committee has 
decided not to report the Bill hecause it had been advised 
that the establishment of such free zones would be in con- 
travention of certain provisions of the Constitution of the 
United States. 

Tt is understood that the National Free Zone Association 
are taking steps to secure legal opinion on the matter. 
with a view to convincing the Committee that the proposed 
measure is not unconstitutional. 

The Free Zone movement was described on page 309 of 
the ‘ Journal’’ of 4th September last. 


- — 
—— 




















i24 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


Railways, [Eltc. 
CHINA (Manchuria). 


REVISION OF SOUTH MANCHURIA 
RAILWAY RATES, 
(fvom GM. Acting-Consul.) 





DAIREN. 

The South Manchurian Railway Company have made an 
entirely tresh revision of the Freight Tariff over the Man- 
churian lines as the result of their investigations into the 
vrotests raised by the Dairen business associations against 
ihe rates originally proposed. 

Compared with the existing Tariff, the changes introduced 
are on much the same lines as those proposed in the first 
revision, but the company lave taken advantage ot the 
opportunity to raise both the treight rates and ternmunal 
charges for loading and unloading to a figure even higher 
than was originally intended. This is distinctly untavour- 
able to Dairen interesis. On the other hand, the latter 
appear to have convinced the railway company that the 
rates originally proposed would militate against the future 
prosperity of Dairen, and the difference in favour otf New- 
chwang has accordingly been reduced to some extent. 

(A comparative table showing the old and new rates be- 
tween Dairen, Newchwang, and Antung respectively, and 
the various points in the interior, may be consulted on 
application to the Shipping and Transport Section of the 
Department of Overseas Trade, io, Basinghall Street, F.C.) 

RIVALRY OF DatkeEN AND NEWCHWANG. 

According to a statement issued by the company to the 
vress, the difference in tavour of Newchwang, though 
diminished, is still sufficient to enable it to acquire a larger 
share in the Manchurian trade than hitherto, and with that 
end in view improvements are to be made in the wharf 
accommodation and port facilities. 

Certain new features noticeable in the revised Tariff are: 

(1) The introduction of the ‘Collective Proportional 
Calculation” in computing freight rates for distances over 
iO miles, 

(2) Special treatment “for the present” for transporting 
certain “necessaries ot life’’—mostly Japanese—and_ build- 
ing materials between Dairen and Antung respectively, 
and points along the line.” The inadequate supply of these 
articles in the interior is stated as the reason for this in- 
novation. 

OvsjectT or INCREASES. 

[In a communication to the ‘Manchuria Daily News” the 
explains why a further increase was deemed 
necessary. The additional revenue which will accrue to the 
company from the revised Tariff, as compared with that in 
force at present, is estimated at between five and six mil- 
lion wen for the remaining portion of the current fiscal year, 
i.c., until 31st March next. 

The company proposes to improve the pay of its servants 
so as to attract and give scope to men of ability and energy. 
It is also pointed out that the transport capacity, rolling 
stock, etc., requires to be increased, the railway track 
doubled, and improvements made. It is stated that an 
immense amount of capital will therefore be required in due 
course if the company is to aid and serve the economic 
development of Manchuria ant Mongolia. 

The specific through rates on certain goods have not yet 
heen amended, on the plea that ‘it was feared that a sharp 
rise in the Tariffs, if enforced simultaneously, would .disturh 
the lecal economic situation.”? Tt is stated, however, that 
these rates will be readjusted in the near future. 

Revisions have also been made in the baggage and parce! 
Tariff. and the passenger rates on the Manchurian lines, the 
laiter being raised: 3rd class from 2 sen per mile to 2) sen, 
2nd class from 33 sen to 43 sen, and Ist class from 5 sen to 
7 sen. 

Local Japanese interests at Dairen are opposed to the dis- 
crimination in favour of Newchwang and Antung—and par- 
ticularly the inerease in the rates on Japanese cotton yarn 
and cloth. 

PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT OF JAPANESE Goons. 

Japanese cotton varn and cloth enjoys great advantages 
at present, although formerly the position was that it was 
mostly transported to Osaka, then shipped by steamer to 
Dairen, and thereafter forwarded to the different points in 
This was an exceedingly troublesome 
Again, transactions throughout Man- 


( OTP AS 


the inte rior by rail, 
method of transport. 
ehuria were all done in silver, no business being carried on 
in Japanese currency, and, finally, a large proportion of the 
imports into Manchuria consisted of British. American. and 
Chinese woods. 

With ‘ view to remedying this state of affairs. the 
principal Japanese cotton manufacturers, according to the 


Dairen press. came to an agreement to further the supply 
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of Japanese goods and to gain the financial upper hand by 
spreading the use of Japanese currency. The Department 
of Finance also arranged to furnish assistance in the shape 
of long-term drafts at low rates of interest. In 1913 further 
benefits were derived through the Russo-Chinese Agreement 
relating to duties on overland trade, as the same privileges 
were accorded to Japan, and the duties on imports via 
Antung were reduced by one-third. In 1914 the Japanese 
Cotton Yarn and Cloth Manchurian Export Association was 
established. 

As the result of the above, the following position has now 
been attained :— 

(1) The transportation of Japanese cotion varn and cloth 
has been largely diverted to the overland route via Antung, 
and the arrangements for the conveyance of goods have heen 
brought to a high pitch of perfection. 

(2) The place of supply and place of consumption have 
been brought closer together, and the number of inter- 
mediaries has been reduced. 

(3) Business is now done throughout the whole of Man- 
churia in Japanese currency. ‘ 

(1) The imports of European and American goods have 
been practically stopped, and the trade in Chinese goods has 
been reduced, 

AMithough these results are due in part to the European 
war, still a good deal has been effected also by the special 
freight rates. Now that the war is over, competition from 
Kurope and America may be expected once more, and with 
the development of the Shanghai mills, imports from there 
into Manchuria will no doubi increase. Consequently, the 
revision of the special freight rates having been made, the 
trade in Japanese cotton goods—one of the main industries 
ct the country—-which, as the result of strenuous efforts is 
now in a flourishing condition, will be seriously affected, 


@reeeeees 





JAPAN. 





AVIATION DEVELOPMENTS. 
(From ILM. Ambassador.) 
Tokio. 

The recent success of the aerial mail trials between Tokio 
and Osaka has demonstrated to the Japanese Government 
the possibilities of civil aviation, while the advances made 
in international aviation in other parts of the world, coupled 
with the probability of Japan being involved at no distant 
date in questions of aerial jurisprudence, have roused the 
Cabinet to the realisation of the immediate necessity of 
providing machinery competent to deal with the new 
developments. 

A Special Committee therefore has been instituted as a 
temporary measure pending the approval in the Budget 
Estimates of the creation of a permanent ‘Aviation Board.” 
Tt is expected that the latter will be established by April, 
L920, 


, 
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MOROCCO (French Zone). 








PETIT-JEAN-KENISTRA RAILWAY 
CONSTRUCTION, 

Authority to draw on the reserve funds of the Protee- 
torate has, it is stated, been granted by the Frenéh Govern- 
ment for the amount necessary for the preliminary work of 
laving out, levelling, and preparing the line of the Petit- 
Joan-WKenistra broad-gauge railway for ballasting. 

The French attribute great importancesto this line, as 
it will connect, Casablanea with the Tangier-Fez line, and 
thus enable that port te compete successfully with Tangier 
for the Fez trade when the Tangier-Fez line is completed. 


SPAIN. 








AIR MATL SERVICES. 

By ra foval Decree of 30th December. 1919, il concession 
to carry air mails between certain towns in Spain has been 
given toa French company. The terms of the Decree are:-- 

In accordance with Article 55 of the Law of Administra- 
tion and Accountancy of Public Finance, the Home Secre- 
tary is hereby authorised. acting through the Postmaster- 
General, to contract direct with the French firm of Latecoere 
the transportation of correspondence by air hetween Barce- 
lona, Alicante, and Malaga, and between the last-mentioned 
place and Tangiers, under the conditions approved of by the 
Cahinet. 
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Minerals and Metals. 


NEW GUINEA. 
COAL DISCOVERY. 


A particular kind of coal of very good quality has been 
fgund near Cape Horna in New Guinea. This coal, it is 
stated, has very low content of water and ash, and good 
calorific efficiency. 

An analysis has given the following result :-— 








Calorific 

Water. Ash. Coke. Efficiency. 
Sirmiple § eer er 2-10) 4-OF7 54-4 7550 
| ree 2-26 3-11 52 7660 
ere 2-08 2°74 512 7S75 


[It mav accordingly be concluded that, as this coal 
appears to have a very high gas content, degeneration is 
out ol the question. 

Sample 1, mentioned above, is taken from a seam 2-60 
metres thick, Sample Tf. from a seam 1°20 metres, and 
sample TEL. trom a seam 2°60 metres, so that economic de- 


velopment cannot be regarded a@ prvort as impossible, 





BELGIUM. 
POSITION OF THE ZINC INDUSTRY. 


Before the war Belgium was the ‘third zinc-smelting 
country in the world, producing about 200,000 tons of un- 
manufactured zinc per year, of which about ¢5. per cent, 
was exported. During the 10 vears prior to the war Belgium, 
indecd. produced over 20 per cent. of the world’s supply, 
in spite of the fact that practically all the ore was imported. 
It is the great difficulty of obtaining ore from Australia and 
other former sources of supply that now chiefly retards the 
resumption of this important industry. 

In the Province of Liége, the centre of the industry. only 
three out of eight foundries had recently resumed work, 
states the American Trade Commissioner at Brussels, and 
in the Provinees of Limbourg and Antwerp four foundries 
are still idle. Besides the shortage of ore, the re-opening 
of the factories is embarrassed by the scarcity and high price 
of industrial coal and the continued depreciation of the 
franc, which resulis in the payment of a premium of from 
f0 to 70 per cent. for most raw materials purchased abroad. 
The sharp rise in oversea and Continental freight rates is 
also a great disadvantage, and the great increase in labour 
costs is a final factor in the situation. 

Among the foundries again in operation is the Vieille 
Montagne Co., the largest establishment in Belgium, which 
hefore the war produced 36°5 per cent. of the entire Belgian 
output. This concern owns its own mines abroad and its 
thus in the hest position to resume normal production, The 
extent to which the entire industry is hampered by lack of 
ore is shown by the following figures :—In 1913 ore imports 
amounted to 550.000 metric tons, valued at between 
Mwy O00 and 120,000,000 francs. while during the first 
eight months of 1919 such imports totalled 73,502. tons, 
valued at 43.376,000 franes. 

Pre-War Prorits. 

The zine industry was before the war perhaps the most 
profitable of all Belgian industries. Tt has been stated 
that the net profits were nearly 75 per cent. and the average 
dividends from 30 to 35 per cent. This highlv lucrative 
return was partly due to the membership of Belgian fac- 
tories in the international syndicate of zine manufacturers, 
which effectively manipulated prices in the world’s markets. 
Belgian labour has been particularly efficient in the zine 
foundries, and it is said that Belgian workmen contributed 
materially to the successful operation of British foundries 
during the war. The Belgian zine industry had still another 
decided advantage hefore the war in excellent. transporta- 
tion facilities and low freight rates for shipments to Great 
Britain, France, and Germany, the chief foreign markets. 
which together absorbed 85 per cent. of the total exports. 





Propretion, Importation, AND Exportation. 
The following table shows, in round numbers, the produc- 
von, Importation, and exportation of unworked zine for the 


Yeats 1911 to 1913 in Belgium :— 


1911. 1912, 19138. 
Item. Metric Metric Metric 

; tons. tons. tons. 
Belgian production ...... 195,100 200 200 197 700 
Importation ............. 9 200 16,600. 20 300 
204,300 216,800 PTS 000 
Exportation ne 130.600 139,600 141.900 
Belgian consumption ... 73,700 77.200 76400 
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CHINA (Manchuria). 
THE WILD SILK INDUSTRY. 


The following notes on wild silk are based on information 
furnished to H.M. Consul by a silk expert at Newehwang. 

The export of wild silk from Manchuria is principally 
threugh the ports of Antung and Dairen, reference to the 
Customs returns of which ports would show the number 
of bales bought by Japan and Chetoo respectively ; the latter 
port in turn being the source of supply for Shanghai, the 
great export clearing house for all China silks. 

While ten to fifteen vears ago Shantung was the centre 
of the wild silk industry, the principal point of production 
has shifted through Kaiping (7 filatures), Haicheng (16 
flatures), Mukden, and is now finally at Antung, where 
there are several hundred filatures, In country villages 
there are also crude filatures. 

This Tussah or wild silk industry of Shantunge and Man- 
churia, in contradistinction to the industry of the south, 
where the reeling of the true or mulberry silk employs 
women operatives exclusively, is carried on solely by male 
operatives. The term “wild silk’? is a misnomer, as the 
Antherize, although not tended to the extent of their 
cousins the Bombycidee, are tolerably well nursed during 
breeding and feeding. The upper reaches of the Yalu river, 
abounding in scrub chestnut oak (quercus atrus) afford the 
hest breeding place for the worms. In the valleys and hills 
west of Antung and east of Haicheng, millions of worms 
are bred, also at Kaiping. ike the Bombyx Mori (or mul- 
herry silk), the Antheria (Tussah) worm is bi-voltine and 
breeds twice a year, there being spring and autumn crops. 
But only the autumn crop enters the market for reeling. 
the spring being used exclusively for breeding, the moths 
heing permitted to occlude from the coroons. 

The past season ended last May, and the present began 
in October, when the new autumn cocoons entered the 
market. Last season the crop was 40 per cent. short owing 
to excessive rainfall, the cocoons being very small and poor. 
This season we have again a 40 per cent. shortage owing to 
too little rain, but the cocoons are much better in quality 
and dearer. 

They are sold by number, not by weight, and the price 
in mid-October was rather high at 4 dollars in small coin: 
notes (about 2°20 Mexican dollars) per thousand. Beginning: 
with the latter half of 1917, the cost of Tussah silk to the 
consumer has markedly appreciated owing to exchange. 
Thus, the best crops, which might have cost in pre-war 
times at New York 1°75 gold dollars per lb., now cost 4:50 
dollars. In 1914 in England one paid £66 10s. per picul bale 
of 1334 Ib. [To-day the price is about £135 to £140.) Prices 
at date of writing (18th October) at Shanghai are 400 
dollars per picul, to which has to be added a sum to cover 
repacking, freight, insurance, ete., before the silk reaches 
the consumer. There is no likelihood of prices receding. 


FRENCH WEST AFRICA. 
COMPANY TO DEVELOP COTTON-GROWING. 


A concession has been given by the French Government 
for the formation of a company to develop the cotton-growing 
industrv in French West Africa. According to the Decree 
authorising this concession, published in the ‘ Journal 
Officiel” of 4th December, the company is to be constituted 
under French laws, with an initial capital of two million 
frances, this capital to be increased successively to ten and 
twenty million francs. 

The area marked for irrigation is 100.000 hectares in the 
hasin of the Niger, exclusive of the areas drained by the 
tributaries of lakes Horo, Fati, Tele, Faguibine, and 
Daounas. 

British firms requiring further information on the terms 
of the concession should apply to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


COTTON EXPORT DIFFICULTIES. 
(From H.M. Commercial Seeretary.) 
WASHINGTON. 




















Various schemes have been contemplated recently for the 
purpose of financing export shipments of raw cotton to 
European countries and for maintaining the price of the 
staple at as high a level as possible for the benefit of the 
American grower. 

The American Cotton Association, formed at New Orleans 
in Mav of last vear, laid plans for the establishment of two 
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large corporations—the American Cotton Export Financing 
Corporation to handle foreign shipments, and a similar 
company for the marketing of raw cotton in the United 
States. Neither of these corporations was ever actually 
established. principally, it Is understood, because 6} the 
failure of their promoters to raise the requisite capital or 
to secure the passage of the necessary enabling legislation. 


Tur Prorposrep Poor. 


In the meantime various alternative schemes, on a some- 
what less ambitious scale, have been suggested to meet the 
difficulties presented by the international exchange situa- 
tion, Lt has been proposed, for instance, that the farmers, 
merchants, and bankers of certain of the cotton growiaz, 
States should form a pool for the purchase ola large 
quantity of cotton trom this year’s Crop, the cotton to be 
shipped to Italy, France, Bohemia, and Germany, and to 
he paid tor by notes or acceptances maturing Im one year 
from the date ol Shipment. According to the resolutions 
adopted hy the Committee on Financing Foreign Credits 
and Exports at the recent New Orleans Cotton Conitcrence, 
the best authorities regard Governmental aid as essential 
hefore exports to Continental European cotton-manutactur- 
ing countries can be sent forward with safety on a scale 
sufficient to meet the pressing needs of those countries. The 
pooling arrangements suggested do not- really touch the 
main difficulty at all, and it is doubtful whether the pro- 
posal will ever be put inte ettect. 


SHIPMENTS TO HuolLAND. 


A scheme has been arranged whereby shipments of cotton 
may be sent forward te Holland tor German account, the 
American shippers being paid, on the delivery of the cotton 
in Holland, by Dutch interests, who make their own finan- 
cial arrangements with the German spinners. Under this 
scheme a fair quantity of the staple has actually been 
shipped to Rotterdam, and a tew cargoes have also been 
shipped to Hamburg and Bremen. Further sailings for 
those ports are expected to take place in the immediate 
future, though official reports from Berlin state that while 
the first cargo of cotton shipped trom this country into 
Germany was sold easily at profitable prices, the prices 
brought by the second cargo were much lower, and a large 
portion of the cotton had to he placed in Warehouses to he 
distributed in small lots, as the German manufacturers 
lacked the means io make large purchases, 


GrornctA Cotton Bank. 


According tO press reports the cotton CFrowers ot Georgia 
have taken steps to establish the Georgia Cotton Bank and 
Trust Company with headquarters at Atlanta. The capital 
and surplus of this company, it is stated, will be 2,600,000 
dols., and it will operate in the growers” interest in connec- 
tion with the financing, warehousing, marketing, and ex- 
porting of the lecal crop. The capital stock is to be divided 
amongst the tarmers of the several counties ot the State 
in proportion to their production of cotton. The hank will 
co-operate with the American Cotton Association In giving 
effect to the measures contemplated by the latter to protect 
the interests of the growers. That those interests require 
higher Mrices for raw cotton than those which at present 
prevail is the view of the directors of the Association, who 
announced on the Sth instant that thev intended to retire 
from the market 2.000.000 bales of good-grade cotton from 
the present crop. to be held in trust until such time as it is 
decided that prices justify the Association im placing it on 
the market. 

Corton Purcnases By GERMANY, 


According to the American press the reason for the recent 
sensational advance in the price of cotton in the Southern 
market is due to German purchases. Tt is estimated that 
more than 500.000 bales of choice grades had been secured 
by German agents since Ist Angust. and of this total more 
then 2700) bales already have been exported. Direct 
shipments to German ports since Ist August are placed at 
more than 109.000 bales. In addition, it is helieved that 
at least 150.000 bales have been sent to Germany by way 
of neutral countries. 

The purchases of American cotton by Germany, according 
to trade authorities, were larger in October and November 
than those of any other foreign country except Great 
Britain. The Germans, it is stated, are not hesitating over 
prices. No large credits have heen arranged for their 
henefit. but it is understood that some private credits have 
heen provided and also that many American exporters have 
arranged plans to use their own credit in assisting the 
movement. 
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Detroleum. 


FRANCE. 
PROPOSED HAVRE-PARIS PIPE LINE. 


In view of the congestion on the French railways a pro- 
posal is under consideration for the construction of a pipe 
line for the transportation of mazout or crude petroleum 
from Havre to Paris. 

The representatives of a company which proposes to 
establish the Jine at its own expense have been received ly 
the Under-Secretary of State for Public Works and Trans- 
port, and the Comuinissioner-General of Spirit. 

The proposition is considered worthy ot interest, and after 
consultation with M. Claveille and the Director of State 
Railways, it was agreed that all facilities shall be eranted 
to the representatives of the company to push forward with 
the preliminary surveys. 

As a result of this conference, United States engineers 
Who specialise in the construction of pipe-lines and the 
transport of crude oil have been cabled for. 








Use or Mazout on French Raitways. 

The P.LLM. Railway is conducting a series of experl- 
ments in order to transform its locomotives and adapt 
them to the use of mazout. The first experiment has shown 
that a goods engine driven by mazout with one driver can 
draw 500 tons on the level on a consumption of 70 litres 
per hour. Tt would, however, be much greater on a main 
line train. The economy of energy represented by this 
change is considered quite appreciable when it 1s remembered 
that on a main-line train, for a journey of four hours, a 
hreman must stand at least 3) hours loading 5 tons of coal 
—work which is continuous and rather strenuous. The first 
stage of the experiments undertaken by the P..M. in- 
cludes the transformation of 35 goods engines from the 
depot at Villeneuve; the second the transformation of 69 
goods engines from Lyons: and 30 goods engines from Paris. 
It is stated that an engine driver requires eight days to 
hecome familiar with this new kind of fuel. 

PETROLEUM SITUATION. 

A meeting of the Comite Général du Petrole has been 
held to examine the situation as to existing supplies of 
petroleum in France and to arrange for the purchase and 
importation of petrol, spirit, and heavy oils for the first 
six months of 1920. 

The existing stocks of petroliferous products are as 
follows: —Hiuminating petrol, 90,000 tons, or three months’ 
average consumption: motor spirit, 80,000 tons (two-and-a- 
half months’ consumption); heavy fuel oils, 30,000 tons (two 
months’ consumption), 

Nine non-stopping trains of cistern-wagons, of about 400 
tons each, travelling to and fro between Rouen and Paris. 
have been put at the service of petrol merchants, while 
priorities have been granted to launches and barges trans- 
porting petrol, spirit, and heavy oils on canals and rivers. 
The distribution of petrol. too, in Paris and the region of 
the Seime was raised towards the end of November, in the 
proportion of 2,000 to 5,000 tons. 

Tt is stated that in spite of the transport crisis the sale 
of petrol and spirit in the interior reached 70,000 tons during 
November, the highest figure vet registered in France. The 
Comite Genéral duo Petrole has decided to fix the per- 
manent supplies of petroliterous products necessary for the 
consumption of the country at 400,000 tons. and for the 
general programme of reconstruction for the first half of 
1920 at GOO.000 tons. 

It was announced at the mecting that petrol has been 
discovered at Diebel Telfat. near Petitiean, Morocco. 

It is also anticipated that the recent discoveries in Alsace 
will profoundly affect France’s position as regards petroleum. 
the belief being held in some quarters that the country will 
hecome independent ol imports. 


FRANCE (Alsace). 
OIL PRODUCTION AT PECHELBRONN. 


Tt is announced that a new well at Pechelbronn has reached 
oil at a depth of 435 metres, and is capable of yielding at 
least 30 tons a dav. 

The well is situated in the eastern portion of the conces 
sion, which up to the present has been very little explored. 
The discovery is of particular interest, because hitherto 
indications of oil at this depth have been very slight. 

The total production of the exploiting company 1s at 
present over 200 tons a day, and this figure is likely to be 
maintained for some time to come. Tt is stated that in the 
near future the undertaking will be put in liquidation in 
favour of the State, and will be rented to private com- 
panies on conditions similar to the leasing of coal mines. 
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PETROLEUM — continued. 





The area of concession is 4,500 hectares. About 500 wells 
have been bored throughout the region, and these furnished 
before the war 2,/UU tons of crude oil per month. 

Three new wells, bored during the war by Germany, have 
increased the production by 40 per cent. to a total of 4,500 
tons per month. 

In 1915 the production of oil at the Pechelbronn mines 
was 6,606 tons; in 1917 29,637 tons; and in 1918 (11 months) 
96.703 tons. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


RECENT PETROLEUM DISCOVERIES. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
Buenos AIRES 


In October, 1918, petroleum was discovered at a new field 
called ‘‘Plaza Huincul’’ by the Government engineers on the 
first boring, at a depth of 608 metres. Plaza Huincul is 
situated some 19 kilometres from Challaco station on tlic 
Buenos Aires Great Southern Railway system, some 100 
kilometres from Neuquen and 1,400 kilometres from Buenos 
Aires. Great value is attached to the discovery of oil in such 
close vicinity to a railway. Immediately after the discovery 
boring was commenced at three other points, where depths 
of 410, 140, and 52 metres have been reached, 


VALUE OF THE FIELD. 





The locality has recently been visited by the Argentine 
Minister of Agriculture, accompanied by Government 
experts and railway officials, who were most favourably im- 
pressed as to the prospects of the new field, which it is 
thought may rival the Government oil fields at Comodoro 
Rivadavia in importance, 

The following is a translation of the account given to the 
press after their return :— 

“The quality ot the petroleum is excellent, according to 
the analysis made by the Chemist of the Board of Mines, 
Dr. Hercelles Corti, who obtained the following mean results: 
Light naphtha, 24 per cent. (62-lo. deg.); kerosene, 38 per 
cent. (150-300 deg.): gas, lubricating, etc., oils and paraffin, 
25 per cent. (300-360 deg.), with a 13 per cent. residue, 
which solidifies when cool. The colour of the petroleum is 
dark yellow, having an olive-green efflorescence. It is fluid 
and limpid. By reason of its high proportion of light hydro- 
carbons and the easy utilisation of its residues, the petro- 
leum of Plaza Huincul is considered as amongst the best 
in the world, comparable only to that of Ohio and Pennsyl- 
vania. It should be noted that the chemical analysis has 
shown the existence of a minimum quantity of asphalt.’’ 

GOVERNMENT Prana. 

The Government intend to reserve at Plaza Huincul an 
area of 7,584 hectares for State working, and have applied 
to Congress for authority to establish the boundary of the 
reservation as soon as the investigations now in progress 
permit of this being done in a definite and suitable form. 


COLOMBIA, 








PETROLEUM PROSPECTING REGULATIONS. 
(From H.M, Minister.) 
Bocota. 

A Presidential Decree was signed on 26th November can- 
celling Decree No. 1255 (bis) of 20th June, 1919, which was 
published on page 310 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ”’ of 
4th September last. 





ROUMANIA. 





THE CONSTANTZA PIPE LINE. 

According to the ‘‘ Moniteur du Petrole Roumania”’ the 
pipe line to Constantza, which has been repaired over the 
Danube by a 5 in. pipe fixed on a floating bridge, has 
occasioned some difficulty in working, as, up to that point 
the pipe is 10 in. 

The management have now commenced to change this 
arrangement by placing a 6 in. pipe under the surface of 
the Danube, and it is expected that this change will greatly 
facilitate the pumping of petrolenm towards Constantza. — 

the 5 in. pipe running through Cernavode to Constantza 
will be replaced by a 10 in. pipe for a distance of 13 km., 
and the present 5 in. line for this part of the distance will 

used exclusively for the transfer of the production of 
the Colombia refinery. 


a 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 


MARKING OF GOODS IN THE LANGUAGE OF 
COUNTRY OF ORIGLN. 

A Proclamation, dated 28th October, 1919, which has been 
issued by the Minister tor Trade and Customs of the 
Commonwealth of Australia, prohibits, except with the con- 
sent in writing of the Minister of State for Trade and 
Customs, the importation into Australia of all articles to 
which, or to the coverings of which, there is applied any 
marking in a language other than the language ordinarily 
used by the people of the country of origin, unless there is 
applied to such articles, or to the coverings thereof, as the 
case may be, in conjunction with the marking referred to, 
wherever such marking appears, and in conspicuous and 
legible characters, a definite and qualifying statement in 
the English language indicating the country in which the 
articles were made or produced, The expression ‘‘marking’’ 
includes, in addition to words, any contraction, abbreviation. 
or any substitutes for words. 


BRITISH HONDURAS. 
EXPORT DUTY ON INTOXICATING LIQUORS. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of the Intoxicating 
Liquors Ordinance, 1919 (No. 19 of 1919), which was assented 
to on lst November last, imposing, with effect from that 
date, an amended duty of 20 per centum ad valorem on all 
wine, potable spirits, bitters, cordials liqueurs, beer,- porter 
and malted liquor exported from British Honduras, and on 
all such intoxicating liquors taken from a King’s warehouse 
for the purpose of being removed to a place outside the 
Colony. 

It is provided, however, that intoxicating liquor brought 
from outside the Colony and landed in a King’s warehouse 
and subsequently removed therefrom for the purpose of 
being exported from the Colony, or, with the consent of the 
Collector of Customs, transhipped in the territorial waters 
of the Colony tor the purpose of being exported from the 
Colony, shall not be chargeable with export duty if it is 
proved to the satisfaction of the Collector of Customs that 
the intoxicating liquor was not consigned to any person in 
the Colony, or to or by the order of any such person, and 
that the exportation is in performance of a contract made 
outside the Colony before the intoxicating liquor, was 
brought into the Colony, and that no person in the Colony 
receives any commission for the sale of the intoxicating 
liquor or any part of the purchase-money thereof. 

The above duty is not applicable to the export of any 
imported intoxicating liquors on which Customs duty has 
been levied, nor to intoxicating liquors, manufactured in the 
Colony. in respect of which Excise Duty has been paid. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


IMPORT DUTY ON OPIUM. 

The ‘Gazette of India ’”’ of 22nd November last publishes 
three Government Notifications (Nos. 256-D, 257-D, and 
258-D) of that date, relating to the duty on opium imported 
into the Punjab and the North-West Frontier Province. 
These Notifications are issued in supersession of Notitica- 
tions Nos, 179, 18U0, and 181, respectively, of 26th January, 
1918, the new rates of duty becoming operative as from Ist 
April, 1920. 

The new rates of duty are to be as follows :— 

On opium imported into the Punjab...Rs.27.8.0 per seer. 

Provided that such duty shall not be levied on— 

(a) Poppy heads; or 

(b) opium produced 
Punjab; or 

(c) opium on which duty has already been paid in the 
North-West Frontier Province. 

On opium, except poppy heads, produced in any State 
subject to the political control of the Punjab Govern- 
ment and imported into the Punjab ...Rs.19 per seer. 

On opium imported into the North-West Frontier 
SIN jiciitsbianitbhinnenssaneaneimiianel Rs.27.8.0 per seer. 

Provided that such duty shall not be levied on— 

(a) Poppy heads; or 
(b) opium on which duty has already been paid in the 
Punjab 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 
IMPORTAIION AND MANUFACTURE OF 
ACETYLENE. 


The ‘Gazette of india” ot 6th December contains copy of 
a Notification (No. 596D) of that date, which has been 
issued under the Indian Explosives Act, 1884 (1V of 1884), 
in supersession of the Notitication No. 706-39, dated 30th 
January, 191d. 

The Notification prohibits absolutely the manufacture, 

possession and importation of such acetylene as is declared 
therein to be an explosive, viz., acetylene when liquid or 
when subject to a pressure above that of the atmosphere 
capable of supporting a column of water exceeding two 
hundred and fifty inches in height, and whether or not in 
admixture with other substances, or when in admixture with 
atmospheric air or with oxygen gas in whatever proportion 
and at whatever pressure, and whether or not in admixture 
with other substances, subject to the following exception, 
that if it be shown to the satistaction of the Governor- 
General in Council that acetylene declared to be an explosive 
by this Notification when in admixture with any substance 
or in any form or condition, is not possessed of explosive 
properties, the Governor-General in Council may, by order, 
exempt such acetylene from being deemed to be an explosive 
within the meaning of the said Act; provided that nothing 
in this notification shall apply to acetylene in admixture 
with air when such admixture takes place only in a burner 
or contrivance in which the mixture is intended to be burnt; 
provided also, that nothing in this notification shall be held 
to apply to an admixture of acetylene and air which may un- 
avoidably occur in the first use or recharging of an apparatus 
properly designed and constructed with a view to the pro- 
duction of pure acetylene: provided also that acetylene, 
when in admixture with oil-gas (that is to say, a gas manu- 
factured from mineral oil) shall not when under compression 
be deemed to be an explosive within the meaning of the said 
Act if certain prescribed conditions in the Notification are 
fulfilled. 

The Notification also prescribes the conditions which must 
bo fulfilled when acetylene is stored in cylinders, and 
specifies the type of cylinder which must be used for this 
purpose, after a period of five years from the date of this 
Notification. 

The Notification may be seen by persons interested at the 
EKaquiry Room, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street. 





COSTA RICA. 


IMPORTATION OF SILVER AND SILVER COIN 
PERMITTED. 


The ‘“‘Gaceta de Costa Rica” tor 3rd December contains 
a Decree, dated 27th November, in virtue of which No. 11 
af the Customs Tariff is modified to read as follows :— 

Silver in bars, ingots or in any other form, and silver 
ooins not inferior in weight and fineness to the standard 
established by the Decree of 14th August, 1900, for National 
Coinage.—F ree (from Customs duty). 

'Notr.—Before amendment No. 11 ran as follows :—Silver 
in powder, bullion, or bars, and coins of any metal other 
than gold.—Prohibited.] 

















FRANCE (Algeria’. 


INCREASE OF CONSUMPTION 
TOBACCO. 


The ‘Journal Officiel”’ (Paris) for 8th January contains a 
Presidential Decree, dated 4th January, which confirms a 
Decision of the Algerian Financial Delegation increasing the 
interna] consumption duty on tobacco manufactured in or 
imported into Algeria and the Southern Territories. 

As from Ist January, 1920, the rates of duty shown below 





DUTY ON 


wili bo charged on cigars, cigarettes, and other kinds of 
tobacco sold to consumers at the undermentioned prices per 
Liloqramme net (including the tax) :— 


Consumption duty 
per kilog net. 
(a) Ist Category— 
Cigars—more than 75 frs............. 
Cigarettes—more than 35 frs, ...... 
Other kinds of tohacco—more than [ 
3) frs. 
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—continued. 





Consumption Duty 
per kilog net. 
(b) 2nd Category— 
Cigars—more than 38 frs and up to> 
Pc — _akniniicerenns Miecmnibainnkaat 
Cigarettes—more than 20 frs. and — 
NE ,  Gictictccanidagenwnes deal © «12 trs, 
Other kinds of tobacco—more than | ; 
16 frs. and up to 30 frs. 
(c) 3rd Category— 
Cigars—not exceeding 38 frs. 
Cigarettes—not exceeding 20 frs. ... | 6 
Other kinds of tobacco—not exceed: | 
ing 16 frs. 


° ‘ 
Seeceeoeevseseeaeaeesesoeeeneceen*? Oeeene® 





GERMANY. 


IMPORTATION OF CERTAIN GOODS 
IMPORT LICENCE. 
According to a recent Proclamation of the Reichswirt- 
schaftsminister, the importation of the following goods from 
Categories 1, 2, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, 15, 16 and 17 of the German 
Customs Tariff is permitted without import licence :— 
CATEGORY 1. 
Products of Agriculture, Forest and other Natural and 
Animal and Vegetable Products, ete. 
A.—FIELD, GARDEN AND MEADOW PRODUCE. 





WITHOUT 


Tariff No 

32 Madder roots, quercitrine (oak bark) and other 
lyeing plants, and parts of such, even if salted, 
dried, kiin-dried, roasted, ground or otherwise 
oroken up. 

Ua ‘oplum. 

03 Loofah, bleached or not: bast, dyed or not; 
rushes, whether dyed, split or cut; straw, 


dyed or split; palm-leaves, dried, whether dyed 
or not (except such as are to be used for pur. 
poses of ornamentation); Irish moss (Pear] and 
Carrageen); sea grass, vegetable hair (Crin d: 
Afrique) and other stuffing materials, whether 
dried, dyed or twisted into rope or not; plas- 
sava fibres and stalks; root fibres, stripped: 
rice roots ; materials for brushes; palmyra fibres, 
“kitool ” and all other vegetable materials to be 
used in the manufacture of brooms, brushes, not 
mentioned or included elsewhere, whether twisted 
into ropes or not; esparto grass and all other 
vegetable materials to be used in the manufac- 
ture of wicker-work, etc., not mentioned or in- 
cluded elsewhere, or twisted into rope or not. 

69 Rattan (fpanish cane) raw, washed or otherwise 
cleaned, not split, not planed and waste thereof: 
bamboo, partridge cane, sugar cane, and other 
more valuable cane, raw, washed or otherwise 
leaned, not split, not planed, and waste thereol. 

70 Nuts and shells only capable of being used for 
carving, and other vegetable carving material 
not elsewhere mentioned or included, raw; seed 
‘orns, plerced, also on threads for the purpose 
xf being packed only and despatched, 

72 Peruvian bark, even if ground or 
broken up; coca leaves. 


otherwise 


B.—Forest Propvets 
74 Mak, walnut. beech and other hard wood, wood 
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of deciduous trees (birch, alder, lime tree, pop: 
‘ar, aspen), horse chestnut, willow wood, w 
of coniferous trees; pit props, not worked or 
merely cut off with axe or saw, with or without 
the bark; all these, even steamed, impreg 
nated or otherwise chemically treated. 

Oak, walnut, beech and other hard wood, wood 

of deciduous trees (birch, alder, lime tree, pop- 
lar, aspen, horse chestnut, willow, etc., W 
of coniferous trees): hewn longitudinally o 
otherwise prepared or cut up with the axe (a 
cording to conventional agreement—longitudin- 
ally hewn, not planed square timber (baulks. 
planks, etc.) having only peg holes, pegs. si*. 
zrooves, or bored holes): shavings produced by 
splitting and shavings intended for the clarifice 
tion of liquids. produced otherwise than bY 
splitting; all these steamed, impregnated o 
otherwise chemically treated. 

74 Heather, unwromght or cut into pieces; cocts 
wood (Cuba, Jamaica and Grenada wood), > 
wrought or cut into pieces. 

78 Cedar wood (including pencil wood) unwrough! 
or only eut with the axe or saw, but not saw 
‘ongitudinally or otherwise prepared, 


~J 
Nn 


£2223 
2227 
223] 







€2232 
ex234 







2236 







2237 
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Tariff No. 
79 


er84 
86 


le, 
- 
os 


154 
156 


C.—ANIMALS 


—continued. 





Mahogany, palisander, boxwood, ebony, teak, 
lignum vitae, rough or simply cut on the cross 
with the axe or saw; hewn longitudinally or 
otherwise prepared or cut up with the axe; 
sawn longitudinally or otherwise prepared but 
not planed, 

Osiers, split or not, peeled or not. 

Wood to be used for the manufacture of mechani- 
cally prepared wood pulp (wood paste, etc.) or 
for chemically prepared wood pulp (cellulose) 
not more than 1,20 metres long and not more 

_than 24 centimetres thick at the thin end. 

Fir cones; firewood, stack-wood (cord wood), 
stumps, brushwood (in bundles or not), chips 
(waste), and other scrap wood fit only for use 
ads firewood, roots: cones, except fir cones, 
lixiviated tanning wood and_ tanning bark, 
whether made into bricks or not. . 

Charcoal ;black and red), powdered or not; 
coal briquettes. | 

Cork (bark of the cork oak), rough or in strips 
and pieces merely cut one from the other; also 
ornamenta! cork: cork waste. 

Logwood, fustic, Brazil-wood; dyewoods, ground, 
grated or otherwise broken up, fermented. 

Oak bark, ground or not, wood of coniferous trees, 
ground or not, mimosa, mangrove, maletto and 
other dyeing barks, even if ground. 

Quebracho wood and other dye woods in blocks, 
grated or otherwise cut up or ground. 

Algarobilla, bablah, dividivi and other dyeing 
materials not elsewhere mentioned, even _ if 
ground; kino: acorn cups, galls, valonia: gall 
nuts, mvrobalans, sumac, ground or not: brown 
and vellow cutch (Gambier) raw or purified. 

Fir seeds, forest seeds (except fir seeds and beech 
nuts). 

Sedge grass, even if dried, dved or twisted into 
rope, reeds, raw. not split (for thatching, walls, 
and wicker work), peat litter, leaves, pine 
needles, moss and other litter of all kinds. 

Camphor, raw or refined. | 


AND ANIMAL PRODUCTs. 

Coarse hair of cattle, deer, dogs, swine and other 
similar animals, raw, boiled or not. 

Feathers for beds. 

Bristles; substitutes for bristies of horn, 
bone or similar anima] substances. 

Calf skins, raw, green, salted (wet), lined, dried 
(dry); cattle hides, raw, green, salted, limed or 
dried; horse hides, raw, green, salted (whole 
hides; horse necks, half hides (rear)); horse 
hides, limed, dried (wnole hides; horse necks 
and half hides (rear)); lamb skins, raw, with 
wool; sheepskins, raw, with wool: lamb and 
sheep skins, raw, without the hair and _ split 
or not; goat skins, raw, split or not; kid skins. 
raw, split or not: doe-skins, ass, mule, wild 
boar and other skins and hides for the prepara- 
tion of leather, raw. with or without the hair 
and split but not further prepared, 

Skins of hares and rabbits (raw. 

Horns, antlers, dyed pieces of deer’s antlers. raw, 
cut into lengths or not, for carving: ivory 
(elephants’ and similar teeth, e.g., mammoth, 
hippopotamus, seal and walrus), raw, cut or 
not for carving; raw whalebone. 


char- 


whale- 


D.—Invorstries CONNECTED WITH AGRICULTURE. 


188 


Wine lees. 


CaTtEGory II. 


Raw mineral and fossil materials; mineral oils. 


ex223 
€x227 
223] 


2232 
ex234 


e236 


€2237 


A.—EARTHS AND STONES. 

China clay, even if calcined, ground or washed. 

Calcined magnesite. 

Meerschaum, crude, also artificial meerschaum in 
unshaped lumps, mica, raw, also raw plates or 
discs of mica. 

Crude fluorspar, whether ground or not. 

Alabaster and marble. raw or merely rough hewn, 
even sawn, but not on more than three sides or 
in uncleft, unmsawn plates; diamond powder and 
chips of precious stones. 


Fullers earth 


B.—Ones, Siac, ASHES. 


Lead, iron, gold, manganese, nickel, platinum, 
silver and tin ores. 


D.—Mixerart Ors anp Orner Mirverat Raw MATERIALS. 


ex24p) 
242 


Solid asphalt. 
Raw 


amber: amber dust and lumps 
amber, ambroid), jet, unwrought. 


(pressed 
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CaTEcory LV. 
Chemical und Pharmaceutical Products, Colours and Dye- 
Stu ffs. 
A.—Simple chemicals, acids, salts, and other compounds of 
simple chemicals not elsewhere mentioned. 


265 Quicksilver and alloys thereof (amalgams), e.g., 
gold, silver, lead, potash, sodium, cadmium, 
copper, nickel, zinc alloy, tin, amalgam (musiv- 
silber). 

266 Alkaline metals (potash, sodium, iithium, rubi- 
dium, cwsium), arsenic, uranium and other metals 
not otherwise mentioned. 

268 Iodine. 

269 Phosphorus, common (crystallised white) and red 
(amorphous). 

271 Ammoniacal liquor (gas liquor), liquid ammonia. 

erdll Crude tartar, ° 

517 Calcium citrate. 


CaTEGcoRY V. 
Animal and Vegetable Textile Materials and manufactures 
thereof, etc. 
Human hair in the rough. 


_ 
CLOZYO 


CaTreEcoryY X. 


Articl)s of animal or vegetable materials for carving or 
moulding. 
B.—WoopDEN WARES. 
Wooden beads. 
Beads and the like, of wood, strung on threads 
of textile materials, on tapes or wire, and fit 
for immediate use as ornaments. 


exbdl 
é 1654 


JATEGORY Xl 
ParER, CARDBOARD AND MANUFACTURES THEREOF. 


ex675 Paper clippings (waste from the manufactuie o! 
paper), old paper, written or printed (waste 
paper); paper, cardboard, paper and cardboard 
wares, only fit for re-manufacturing. 

Catecory XII 
Books, PictURES AND PAINTINGS. 
674 Books in all languages, also prayer books, printed 


or written, with or without pictures of all kinds, 
printed, attached or inserted therein ; books with 
characters for the blind—all these bound or 
not; written and printed paper, except that men- 
tioned in Category XI.; music, even if bound. 

675 Land. marine and other charts for scientific puY- 
poses on paper or other material, whether bound 
or not. or mounted on cardboard, tissues or the 
like, on rollers and the like or not. 


CATEGORY XV. 
GrLass anp Guass WARES. 


exT5b Lenses for the manufacture of pocket lamps. 
e758 Glass pendants for chandeliers. 
e159 Glass beads for haberdashery. 
ex71693 Glass lenses for the manufacture of pocket lamps, 
polished or not. 
CatEcory XVI. 
Precious METALS AND WARES THEREOF. 
A.—Gold. 
ex763 Waste from gold manufacture (gold ashes and 
clippings); pure gold (native gold). 
CatEcory XVII. 
BasE MetTats aND WARES THEREOF. 
A.—Iron and Alloys thereof. 
e£785 Malleable iron in bars not more than 12 centr 
metres long for re-casting. 
842 Iron sand and steel shavings. | 
843 Scrap iron, old iron; iron borings, turnings, and 


shavings; iron filings, bar iron ends, sheet iron 
corners and other waste, only fit for smelting 
or fusing; hammer slag and rolling mill waste ; 
crindings; waste from tin-plate not more than 
5 millimetres in thickness. 





EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 

Proclamations issued by the Reichswirtschaftsminister and 
published in the ‘‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger”’ of 7th January, 
prohibit as from 10th January the exportation, except 
under licence, of all goods under Category XIII of the 
German Customs Tariff [goods made of stone or other 
mineral substances (except earthenware), as well as fossil 
substances], Category XIV [earthenware], Category XV 
[elass and glassware], and Category XVITA [iron and iron 
alloy], with the exception of the following goods, the export 
of which is still not prohibited :— 
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Tariff No. 
678 


679 


681 
682 


ex685 


ex687 


688 


690 


ex691 


682 


—continued. 





CatEcory XIII. 


Precious stones, worked (cut on the mill, etc.), 
not set or merely set in wood, horn, bone or 
base metals, for industria! purposes (glazier’s 
diamonds, engraver’s diamonds); also draw 
plates combined with perforated precious stones ; 
precious stones set in any other way; precious 
stones suitable for use as ornaments or cut with 
the graver (gems, cameos); articles of all kinds 
not specified above, combined with precious 
stones, provided that such articles do not them- 
selves fall under other Tariff Nos. 

Semi-precious stones (including vitreous lav), 
worked (ground, etc.), not set; set, cut (gems 
and cameos) or otherwise made into finished atti- 
cles provided that they do not fall under other 
Tariff Nos. by reason of their combination with 
other materials. 

Stones (except slate and paving stones) porous or 
compact lava, sawn on more than three sides, and 
in a natural state or merely rough hewn on the 
unsawn sides. 

Paving stones. 

Slabs : 

Sawn (cut) or split. neither smoothed, planed, 
polished nor enamelled, of alabaster, marble, or 
serpentine; of granite, porphyry, syenite, or 
similar hard stone; of lava. porous or compact; 
of polishable limestone; of other stone (except 
slate). 

Sn.oothed, planed, polished or enamelled, of ala- 
baster, marble (even if artincia!), serpentine; 
of polishable limestone, except lithographic 
stone; of granite, porphyry, syenite, or similar 
hard stone, 

Slate blocks and slabs, sawn fcut) on one or more 
of the narrow stles (edges), neither planed, 
smoothed nor polished; stonemasons’ wares. 
neither smoothed nor planed, combined or not 
With wood or iron, neither lacquered nor polished. 

Plainly wrought, not cut in profile, not turned, 
not ornamented : 

Of alabaster, marble (artificial or not) or serpen- 
tine. 

Curb stones for footpaths, of granite, plainly 
worked on two long sides and on both faces, 
otherwise rough or merely rough hewn. 

Other stonecutters’ wares of granite; of porphyry, 
syenite or similar hard stone; of porous or com- 
pact lava; of polishable limestone and_ other 
stones (except slate). 

Cut in profile, wholly or partly turned or o1na- 
mented; of alabaster, marble (artificial or not), 
serpentine; granite, porphyry, syenite or simi- 
lar hard stone; of porous or compact lava; of 
polishable limestone; of other stone i(except 
slate). 

Stonemasons’ wares, smoothed, planed, polished or 
gilt. combined or not with wood or iron: 

Of alabaster, marble (artificial or not), serpentine ; 
cranite, porphyry, svenite or similar hard stone: 
polishable limestone; and other stone (except 
slate). 

Slabs of slate, smoothed, planed, cut in profile or 
otherwise further manufactured, slate wrought 
into tables, manufactures of slate not else- 
where mentioned, not combined with other 
materials; writing slates with or without frames 
of any kind, slate pencils. even if painted, 
covered with paper or set in wood. 

Articles wholly or partly of porous or compact 
lava provided that they do not fall under other 
Tariff Nos. by reason of their combination with 
other materials, and smoothed, etc., sheets and 
similar stonemasons’ wares of porous or com- 
pact lava. 

Carved wares of all kinds of stone. so far as they 
are works of art, including stippled work (punk- 
Lierten). 

Stone wares not included in other Tariff Nos. : 

Not combined with other materials or merely 
combined with wood or iron, except articles 
of luxury: 

Of alabaster, marble (artificial or not), serpentine ; 
granite, porphyry, svenite or similar hard stone ; 
polishable limestone ; of other stones. 

Combined with materials other than wood or 
iron, provided that they do not fall under other 
Tariff Nos. by reason of their combination ; 
articles of luxury: 

Of mica (insulation appliances for electrotechnical 
purposes); plates, mica plates and mica wares. 
except spectacles, and insulation appliances; of 
tale (tale wares, except enamelled crucibles): of 
other stones, polishing stones, whetstones. etc., 
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Tariff No. 


693 
697 


709 


758 


759 


760 


761 
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of Tariff No. 695 combined with materials other 
than wood or iron. 

Millstones with or without iron rims or metal 
casing. 

Articles of asphalt (mixed or not with gravel or 
the like), resinous cement or similar moulding 
materials (slabs, even of asphalt, ropemakers’ 
waste, untwisted ropes and sand; other wares, 
combined or not with other materlals provided 
that they do not fall under other Tariff Nos. 
by reason of such combination). 

Articles wholly or partly of meerschaum or of 
imitations thereof, provided that they do not 
fall under other Tariff Nos. by reason of their 
combination with other materials. 

Jet, also cannel-coal and imitations of jet in slabs 
or pieces. 

Articles wholly or partly of natural or artificial 
ambers provided that they do not fall under 
other Tariff Nos. by reason of their combina. 
tions with other materials. 


Catrcory XV. 

Glass pendants for chandeliers : | 
Glass buttons (painted, gilt or silvered); al! 

these coloured or not or with shanks, 

Small glass plates; glass and porcelain beads, 
glass enamel and scales, even if strung on thread, 
solely for facilitating packing and delivery; 
glass drops (Dutch tears): sma!! glass balls 
(glass globules, massive tears). 

Imitation gems of glass, containing lead or not, 
glass stones and glass corals, not mounted, even 
uf strung on thread solely tor facilitating pack- 
ing and delivery; and imitation gems of glass 
falling under No. 762. . 

Glass and porcelain beads, imitation gems, stones 
and corals of glass strung on thread, cord or 
wire and ready for use as ornaments; and sim 
larly produced trimmings o1 glass beads, ete. 


PROHIBITION THE EXPORTATION OF WARES OF IROS 


781 
exi9l1 


ex81 l 
#820 
ex825 

831 
02833 


837 
859 


AND IRON ALLOYS. 
Category XVITA. 
I. | 

Art castings and other fine castings, not malleaovie. 

Steel wire on wooden bobbins up io a length of 
12 metres and not exceeding 6.5 grammes 1D 
weight. 

Fret saw blades. 

Horseshoes, threaded and non-threaded calkins. 

Hooks, nails for upholstery and drawing pins. 

Skates and roller skates. 

Locks (not for firearms) and keys—but only 1 
consignments up to 3 kilogs in weight. 

Fine knives, scissors and cutlery oi all kin@s even 
in combination with materials of all kinds, 
other fine edged wares (sidearms and the Jike), 
and fine forks, beads, rosaries, thimbles, cork 
screws, nutcrackers, spoons, bells. 

Art castings of malleable iron. 

Umbrella trames and parts thereof. 

Springs (except mattress, door, carriage, clock, 
Jacquard machine springs, and springs ‘or fire 
arms). 

If. 


The following are free from export restriction provided that 
they come under Category X VITA :— 


Orange peelers, apple slicers, oyster openers, peelels, 


tin openers, vegetable slices, tlower trowels, 
botanists’ spades, crimping irons and lamps 
therefor, rims and frames for spectacles, brooches 
and parts thereof, buckles for clothes and suit 
lar uses, office requisites, e.g., paper fasteners, 
perforators, pencil cases and boxes, point pro 
tectors, boxes and cases for pens, lead holders 
office clips, pen holders, clips for fastening pe! 
and fountain pens to the pocket, blotters, brus! 
holders and rings, stamped inkstands, emp‘t 
paint boxes, rings for bulls, cork drawers * 
champagne bottles, ceiling rigs, printing plates 
nour glasses, stoppers for casks, spring swivels 
for watch chains, fire irons, bottle cleaners, mes 
forks, hooks and mallets, curling tongs and - 
therefor, curtain rings, garden implements *# 
children, gas lighters, wreaths for graves, cu 
cumber slices, manicure sets, auxiliary parts { 
sewing machines provided they are @ 

with the machines, braces and _ buckles ” 
trousers, weeding forks, cheese borers, carabile 
swivels for watch chains, potato peelers, pota 
presses and potato scoops, chains (knife, sciss 
and key chains and chains for similar uses), chalts 
and parts of chains for Black Forest clocks, 4 
pliances for stoning cherries and plums, edging 
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of sheet iron and hoop iron for cardboard boxes, 
buckles for clothing and similar uses, frames 
for pince-nez, pulley rings, toilet fixtures, studs 
for collars and cufts and umbrella catches, but- 
ton-ho:ing apparatus, tailors’ wheels, iron parts 
of buttons, studs, slices and peelers for vegeta- 
bles, tie clips, jagging wheels, fret saw fittings, 
steel rulers, links tor cuffs, knife rests, scitipers, 
buttons for clothing, pin cushion holders, with 
or without pin cushions, pepper grinders of wood 
and iron, pepper boxes, pipe stoppers, tweezers, 
radish peeleirs and slices, rmgs for umbrella 
catches, signs (name, advertisement and similar 
signs), key hooks, chains and rings, butter forks, 
ornamental buckles (except shoe buckles), 
whisks, screw drivers for sewing machines, but- 
tons for shoes and fasteners therefor, talc bur- 
ners with iron setting, steel rulers, tuning forks, 
stick ferrules, hose suspenders, buckles, etc., 
table cloth clips, pot cleaners of fine iron gauze 
or wire cloth, watch chains, honing. steels, 
weeders, cigar cutters, cigar box openers, cigar 
and cigarette cases, lemon squeezers. 
Watchmakers’ tools may be exported without special licence if 
accompanied by a certificate of the competent Chamber of Com- 
merce that the goods in question are exclusively for the use of 
watchmakers. Examples of such goods are as follows :— 
Printing plates, small anvils, stay plates, temper- 
ing pans, drilling machines, gearing tools, setting 
machines, spring Winders, smal] grinding ma- 
chines, machines for taking out dents in cases, 
gauges for measuring parts of watches, catches, 


centring tools, riveting stocks and _ riveting 
tongs, dotting machines, punches, stretching 


machines for wheels, rings for watch holders, 
calipers, screw holders, screw polishing 
machines, carillons, machines for the manufac- 
ture of main springs, pin vices, stretching ma- 
chines, riveting machines, watchmakers’ lenses, 
watchmakers’ tongs of all kinds, watch openers, 
pendulum sockets, grinding wheels, rolling ma- 
chines, boxes for works, pin chamfers, pin rol- 
ling benches, cocks. 
FREE EXPORT OF CARDS AND CARDBOARD BOXES. 
The Customs Authorities are empowered by an Order issued 
by the Commissioner for Import and Export Licences, and pub- 
lished in the Deutscher Reichsanzeiger of 5th January to permit 
the exportation without an export licence of cards and boxes 
of paper or cardboard which serve as packing for other goods, 
and are exported at the same time. 


GREECE, 
IMPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of telegraphic intorma- 
tion from H.M. Commercial Secretary at Athens to the 
effect that the importation into Greece of coffee, calcium 
carbide, caustic soda, and soda ash, was prohibited by a 
Royal Decree dated 25th December. 


JAPAN (Korea). 
CONTROL OF CERTAIN ENPORTS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of a translation of an 
Order (No. 180) of the Government-General of Korea, pub- 
lished in the Korean ‘‘ Official Gazette’ for 18th November 
which provides for the control of the exportation of certain 
products, and which supersedes as from the date ot publica- 
tion Order No. 1388 of 1914. 

The transtation of the Order runs as follows :— 

Art, 1.—For the present, persons desirous of exporting 
the goods specified below must report their names, the 
quantities, and the destination of the goods, and obtain the 
permission of the Governor-General of Korea :— 

Pulp for paper manufacture. 

Printing paper, excepting coarse paper. 

.Phosphate of lime. 

Compound fertilisers of which one ingredient consists 
of sulphate of ammonia, phosphate of lime, or 
nitrate of soda. 

Wheat flour. 

Art. 2—For the present, persons desirous of exporting 
the goods specified belyw must report their names, the 
quantities of the goods, the port of export, the destination, 
and the address, name and trade of the consignee, and obtain 
the permission of the Governor-General of Korea :— 

Nitrate of soda. 

Sulphate of ammonia. 

Rice. 

Wheat and harley. 

Cotton yarns. 
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_ The provisions of the preceding clause apply correspond- 
ingly to the re-delivery of goods stored in bonded warehouses. 
_-Art. 3.—Permissions to export granted under the provi- 
sions of Articles 1 and 2 shall be valid for three months only. 





—— 


PORTUGAL. 





v af ’ Ory ’ . : . . > 

| AMENDMEN'I Ok DECREE CONCERNING 

CONTROL OF IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. AND 
EXCHANGE OPERATIONS. 

Che Portuguese Government published on 20th December 
Decree No. 6288, modifying Decree No. 6263 of 2nd Decem- 
ber (see ** Board of Trade Journal ’’ for Ist January, page 
#9), as regards certain export provisions, and laying down 
regulations for the purpose ot simplifying the procedure 
necessary to obtain export permits. The following is a 
translation of the new Decree :— 
Article 1.—The export ot national 200ds and merchandise to 
lorelgn countries, and the re-export of loreign and Colonial goods 
is ree except for any restrictions in force at present, and in 
accordance with the terms of this Decree. 

Article 2.—Persons and firms who wish to export or re-export 
abroad, must register themselves as exporters or re-exporters 1n 
the Custom Houses, or branches, or with the local representatives 
in the districts where they wish to undertake such commercial 
transactions. 

Article 5.—In order to assure the entry of gold into the country, 
coming Irom exports or re-exports, the exporters or re-exporters 
who are registered must sign a yearly bond, or must present 
with each clearance a banker's declaration as provided for in 
the following Articles, 

Article 4.—The yearly bond given by the party interested 
through a guarantor and another responsible person, obliges 
the exporter or re-exporter to sell in the country ail the currency, 
exchange or any paper representing gold, acquired in exchange for 
ls exports or re-exports and further to make such a sale through 
a Bank, banking house or Exchange Agent, on one of the first 
ten working days, counting from the date of clearance. if the 
export or re-export has been made on cash or advance pay- 
ment; and in 90 days’ time (renewable) if the goods were sold 
on credit or sent on consignment. (1) The yearly bond is valid 
for each civil year, the bonds already in force, and in accord- 
ance with the present Decree are extended to December 31st, 1920. 
(2) The annual bond can be used at all Custom Houses and 
branches throughout the country, if the party interested so 
wishes, and mention is made of it in the bond. (3) When the 
exporter or re-exporter represents in any way a foreign person or 
firm, that 1s to say a person or firm whose principal house is. 
abroad, and the export or re-export is for the account, of such 
parties, the yearly bond must be substituted’ by another, in 
which they, through their representative, guarantee that they 
will declare within 90 days (renewable) what is the total value: 
(gold) which came into the country, through the export or re- 
export effected, and who is the Bank, Banker, or Exchange 
Agent to whom these sums were sold. (4) When an exporter 
or re-exporter ships any goods in order to obtain others, which 
he intends to import, in exchange for their value, the annual 
bond must be substituted by another in-which it must be guar- 
anteed that the import of the exchanged goods will be made 
within the term of 120 days (renewable) and that the balance 
in gold coming from these operations will be declared 

Article 5.—The Banker’s declaration to which Article 3 reiers. 
must be made on ordinary paper in triplicate, and must declare 
that the Bank or Banker who signs it undertakes the banking 
operation of the commercial transaction referred to. 

The declaration to which this Article refers obliges the 
banking houses to include the operation in the daily note it 
sends to the Council Controlling Commerce and Exchange. 

Article 6.—The exporters and re-exporters duly registered ac- 
cording to the terms of Article 2, having complied with Article 
3, and Article 4, and its paragraphs, and holding the banker’s 
declaration according to the terms of Article 5 and its para- 
graph, can proceed with the clearance of the goods on presenting 
the invoices on ordinary paper in triplicate, giving the destina- 
tion, quality, quantity, and value, as nearly as possible of the: 
goods to be exported, in the currency in which the transaction 
is to be effected. | 

When re-exports are in question, and it 1s not possible to 
furnish the invoice, a declaration may be substituted for it 
(signed by the re-exporter) of the quality, quantity, and approxi- 
mate value of the goods with an indication of their origin and 
destination. pa 

Article 7.—The Banker's declarations, as well as the invoices 
cr declarations substituted for them, will be signed by the 


Customs, or district stations, who will file one of the copies, 


will give the other to the party interested, and the third to the 
Council Controlling Commerce and Exchange. 

The Customs officials will note that these documents have been 
Landed in, on the respective clearance papers. _ | 

Article 8.—Any commercial operation involving export or Te- 
export, not provided for by this Decree, will be settled in accord- 
ance with Article 14 of Decree No. 6263 of December 2nd. 1919. 
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-irticle 9.—The drawing in escudos of deposits to order (gold) 
aud balances of current accounts (gold) is independent of any 
licence. 

Drawing in gold can only be effected according to the terms 

Article 10 of Decree No. 6263 of December 2nd, 1919. 

-irticle 10.—The sending of securities outside Portugal wil! 
ouly be allowed by the Minister of Finance when it gives rise to 
a remittance of money to the country or to a credit in foreign 
currency. 

The permission must be asked for by means of a petition 
accompanied by a declaration in duplicate ot the description, 
numbers and values of the security. 

One of the declarations to which the paragraph above reters, 
duly signed by the Council Controilisg Commerce aud Exchange, 
will be handed to the party interested, and will serve as authority 
io enable the remittance to proceed by post. 

Article 11.—Exchange operations which had been contracted for 
beiore the publication of Decree No. 6263 of December 2nd, 1919, 
must be liquidated when they fall due. 

Between Banks, Bankers, and Exchange Agents this liquida- 
tion will take place by the handing over of the respective ex- 
changes in the exchange which had been fixed by the contract. 

Between the parties mentioned in the previous paragraph and 
any other parties, the liquidation will take place by the differ- 
ence in escudos at the rate of the day on which the operation 
expires, except in those cases authorised by the Council Control- 
ling Commerce and Exchange, in which the liquidation will be 
nade in accordance with the terms of the preceding paragraph. 
The operations referred to in this Avticle can be postponed 
by agreement between parties interested, or if postponement is 
required and justified before the Council Controlling Commerce 
and Exchange, and this latter judges it necessary in the public 
interest. 

‘Articles 12-14 deal with matters of administration.] 

Article 15.—This Decree comes immediately into force and 
revokes legislation to the contrary, and especially Article 4 and 
its paragraphs and Article 6 of Decree No. 6263 of December 2nd, 
1919, and the Ministerial Orders of No. 2090 and 2094 of 6th and 
15th of the same month and year, 


ROU MANIA. 
NEW CUSTOM HOUSES OPENED. 


With reference to the notice on page 668 of the ‘‘Board 
ot Trade Journal’ for 27th November, regarding the exten- 
sion of the Roumanian Customs regime to the territories 
recently united to Roumania (namely, Transylvania, 
Bukovina, etc.), H.M. Commercial Secretary at Bucharest 
reports that Custom Houses have been opened at Sibiu 
(Hermannstadt) and Brasov (Kronstadt), both in Transyl- 
vania, for the purpose of facilitating imports direct to these 
two cities from foreign countries. 











SPAIN. 


RESTRICTION REGIME: 

The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” for 8th January contains a Royal 
Order, dated 5th January, embodying revised regulations as 
to the prohibition or restriction of the exportation of 
certain commodities from Spain. A translation of the more 
important provisions of this Order, which abrogates earlier 
regulations on the same subject, is printed below :— 
Royat ORDER OF 5TH JANUARY. 





REVISED 


(1) The exportation of the following articles is prohibited : 

Mineral fertilisers; knitting-machine needles; alloys of alu- 
minium, tin or nickel (except metallic capsules for bottles) ; 
lucerne ; smooth-podded tare (algarrcbas); raw cotton (except 
hydrophilous cotton); old sandais; French beans; alumininm and 
manufactures thereof; oats; poultry, live or dead ; common sugar ; 
sulphur; coal; carbon; meat, fresh, smoked and cured, preserved, 
salted; cardboard (except that made into boxes and various 
marufactures, and pasteboard [cartulina]); game of all kinds; 
barley; rye: cereals of all kinds; old hemp cordage; hides and 
skins, raw, not tanned; iron and steel in the form of waste articles ; 
empty receptacles of wood or metal (except those coming under 
the “temporary importation or exportation ” régime); tin; flax 
tow ; meat extracts; forage (forrajes); ships’ biscuit, and biscuit 
made of flour of cereals or pulse. as also all kinds of feculae 
which, as food, serve the same uses as alimentary pastes ; asses, 
mules, horses, goats, pigs. sheep, cattle; chick-peas; gasoline ; 
grain for eattle feed; dried beans (Aahas); flour of all kinds ; hay ; 
iron and steel, unmanufactured, of the kinds included in Nos. 56 
to 66, both inclusive, of the Spanish Import Tariff; linen yarn ; 
tinplate; eggs; hams; pulse (/equmbres) of all kinds; maize; 
lard: margarine; metals in the form of waste articles; nickel; 
nitrate of soda; go!d or silver coin; straw; bread; paper (except 
hand-made paper, letter paper, cut, envelopes, cigarette paper, 
and packing paper made of straw, and fine blotting paper) ; paper 
cuttings: waste paper; paraffin in lumps; paper pulp: potatoes; 
petroleum ; skins of rabbit and hare, untanned; potash and salts 
thereof (except bromide, cyanide, metabisulphite, and sulphate) : 
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alimentary residues from industria] processes, which can be used 
as food for horses, etc. ; wooden logs (rollizas) of a diameter ex. 
ceeding 25 centimetres; salts of nickel; bran; beetroot seed: 
seeds which can be used for cattle feed; sulphate of ammonia; 
super-phosphate of lime; manufactured tobacco; bacon; white 
vegetable-fibre rags; wooden railway sleepers; wheat; raw jute: 
manufactured jute (except bags, sandals, waste, end plaits and 
soles for the manufacture of sandals). 

(2) The exportation is also prohibited of raw esparto until 
it can be ascertained whether quantities available for consump. 
tion in Spain are adequate for national requirements. 

(5) The undermentioned classes of goods may be exported on 
payment of a tax at the rate shown :— 


Pesetas. 
Common soap (per 100 kilogs. net) ... ae ae 
Fighting cocks (each) i ba i ae 
Pigeons for pigeon-shooting (each)... < Cae 


(4) A general authorisation is granted for the export of the 


undermentioned articles, to a total quantity not exceeding that 


indicated, and on payment of a tax at the rate shown :“— 
Tax. 
Pesetas. 
Quantity. Per 100 
Article Metric tons. kilogs, net. 
Canary seed a wee 2,000 10 


Sausages e 600 10 
Fine biscuits 500 rs) 
Lentils vie ... 2,000 25 
Honey mo ice ... 1,500 3U 
Millet ‘aa ... 2,000 8 
Vetches s _ cos. ae 135 
Tares | yeros) bien ‘ 1,500 15 


5} The fcllowing goods may be exported freely up to a tota! 
gmuantity not exceeding that indicated in each case :— 


| Metric Tons, 
Hemp, raw, and hackled, including hemp tow ... ..» 2,00 
Tissue paper for wrapping purposes vee eee wee 8,000 
Pine props, the minimum diameter of which is less 
than 25 centimetres - i as ... 00,000 


For the export of the articles enumerated in this paragraph and 
in the preceding paragraph, no special permit will be necessary; 
but the Customs Administration will keep a daily record of the 
quantities exported, and will publish a summary of the figures in 
the “Gaceta de Madrid” at fortnightly intervals. Export will be 
suspended as soon as the fixed maximum quantities are attained. 

(6) For the export of the under-mentioned goods a special 
permit will be required, to be issued by the Ministry of Supply 
on the advice of the Committees or organisations mentioned below, 
or on the conditions specified : 

(a) Comité de Aceites: Earth-nuts, and all kinds of oleaginous 
seeds (tax to be levied on export, 7 pesetas per 100 kilogs. net). 
Linseed cake and cake of other similar seeds (tax on export, 2 
pesetas per 100 kilogs.). Oil of linseed and of other oleaginous 
seeds. 

(b) Comité Algodonero: Cotton waste 

(c) Respective Committees of producers and consumers with 
seat at the Fomento de Trabajo Nacional, Barcelona: grey card- 
board ; carbonate of potash from wool washing; colouring mater: 
ials; tanning extracts; and rabbit and hare skins. 

(d) Camara Oficial de Industria, Barcelona: alum. 

(e) Malt may only be exported by manufacturers, on applica 
tion, and on condition that they import previously the necessary 
barley, 75 kilogs. of malt exported to be equivalent to each lW 
kilogs, of imported barley. 

(7) Special authorisation (to be issued by the Government 0 
the advice of the Ministry of Supply) will be necessary for the 
export of : 

Oils of other kinds (except olive oil), tallow, grease, and lubm- 
cants (except oleine, the export of which remains free) ; mineral 
tar and its derivatives ; benzol and derivatives of petroleum and 
gasoline; machinery and separate parts thereof of foreign manu: 
facture, and old machinery and parts thereof of any origin; 
and, in general, all industrial products the export of which § 
prohibited. 

(8) New machinery and machinery parts, of Spanish manu 
facture, may be exported freely, on production of a certificate 0 
Spanish manufacture in the prescribed form 

(9) Alimentary pastes (pastas para sopa) may be exported 
only by the “Federacion Nacional de Fabricantes,” in accor 
ance with the Royal Order of Jan. 28th, 1918, and on payme! 
of 5 pesetas per 100 kilogs. Milk flour may be exported by 
manufacturers. on application, in accordance with the Roy# 
Order of Aug. 20th, 1919, and on payment of an export tat 
of 5 pesetas per 100 kilogs. 

(10) The export of olive oil, grape residues, rice, new polis 
toes, untanned sheep and goat skins, sole leather, tanned cal! 
skins, dressed sheep skins, morocco leather, other prepared skis, 
and footwear, is subject to such measures of control as are n0¥ 
in force, or which may hereafter be adopted. 

Paragraphs 11, 12, and 13 of the Order deal with the export 
of the prohibited or controlled goods to Spanish Possessions, 4 
for the use of the army in Morocco and the Spanish colony 32 
Tangier. 
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TRANSCAUCASIA. 





CONVENTION BETWEEN ARMENIA AND 

GEORGIA KEGARDING TRANSIT TRADE. 

The Chief British Commissioner in Transcaucasia reports 
that the Convention, signed at Tiflis on 3rd November, 
between Armenia and Georgia, freeing transit trade trom 
all Customs duties, has now been ratified. . | | 

The Board have received from the Foreign Office the 
following translation of the Convention : — ae 

1. For goods proceeding by the Armenian railw ays from 
beyond the bounds of Armenia into Georgia, or trom a 
hovond the bounds of Armenia, and also for goods proceeding 
hy the Georgian railways from beyond the bounds of et 7 
into Armenia, or from Armenia beyond the boun¢ a 
Georgia, there is established free transit. i.e. transit with- 
out payment of Customs duties. | ; ee 

2. This Convention is established for the period of three 
years, but on the expiry of one year from the date of =e 
ratification there is granted to each of the contracting 
Parties the right to declare for a revision 01 the Convention. 
and in that case the Convention remains in force er 
months from the date of the Declaration. If mung, Tes 
period the parties do not arrive at an agreement concerning 
the revision, then the Convention terminates, 





TUNIS. 





CUSTOMS DUTIES ON COTTON 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a Beylical Decree, dated 19th er nye 
and published in the ‘‘ Journal Officiel Tunisien - for Oth 
December, which renders applicable to cotton tissues im- 
ported into Tunis the rates of duty of the I rench ‘‘ Mini- 
mum ” Tariff, in place of the duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem 
fixed by Article 2 of the Convention of 1597 between Great 
Britain and France relative to Tunis. — As announced . 
page 736 of the “Journal” for 5th June last, the a 
Government gave the requisite six months’ notice of their 
intention to terminate Article 2 of the Convention on 10th 

arch, 1919. . 

The pods which are now subject in Tunis to the French 
“Minimum ”’ Tariff are those included under Nos. 404-43; 
of the French Tariff. The Tariff classification of these goods 
and the ‘‘-Minimum ” rates of duty thereon are set out in 
detail at pages 29-49 of the Parliamentary Return entitled 
“France and Algeria: Increase of Customs Duties (C md, 
973), hut it should be noted that the ‘ co-efficients of in- 
crease’? shown in the fourth column on each page of the 
Return are not applicable in Tunis. It is only the rates 
of duty shown in the third column headed ‘ Tariff Duty 

that are at present jeviable on cotton goods imported into 
Tunis. . . ae 

Cotton goods produced in and shipped from 1] rance an 
Algeria are exempt from Customs duty on importation into 
Tunis. . . 

The present Decree provides that consignments of cottons 
which are proved to have been despatched direct to Tunis 
before the date of publication of the Decree (20th Decem- 
ber) shall be admitted at the old rate of 5 per cent. ad 
valore m. 


(FOODS. 








NOTICE. 





The price of the ‘* Board of Trade Journal’ is 6d. (63d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum. 
post free. 


The Editorial Offices are at the new Government Build- 
ings, Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial 
‘The Editor.”’ 


be addressed to 
Telephone No. Victoria 9800. 


communications should 


The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communi- 
cations concerning sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London. 
W.C. 2, or branches (see Cover). 


subscriptions and 








Openings for British Trade. 


“NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
‘Openings’ by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific referenc 
country. te 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made pe rsonally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to 
the Departme at of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise 
stated. 





hide bye r a nd 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 
FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH TRADERS. 


The Department of Overseas Trade has at its command an 
extensive Overseas Intelligence system, which comprises the 
Commercial Diplomatic and Consular Services in Foreign coun- 
tries, and Trade Commissioners and Imperial 
spondents in the Empire. 

From this Intelligence Service information on all subjects of 
commercial interest is received at the Department. where it is 
collated and classified in a form convenient for reference. and 
is available to any British trader upon personal or written ap- 
plication to the Department, at 35, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, London, S.W.1. 

The information at the disposal of the Department is of @ 
widely varied nature, and includes such matters as the following : 
Sources of supply, prices, etc., of trade products: Foreign and 
Colonial contracts open to tender; openings for British trade 
abroad: general conditions prevailing in overseas markets: 
demand for particular articles abroad; nature and extent of 
competition, and suggestions for meeting it; methods of distribu- 
tion and marketing; credit conditions, terms of payment, ete... 
abroad ; firms at home engaged in particular lines of business: 
Foreign and Colonial importers of British goods: firms or in- 
dividuals considered suitable to act as representatives or agents 
for British firms; Foreign and Colonial Tariff and Customs 
regulations: statistics of Import or Export: forms of Certificates 
of Origin; regulations concerning commercial travellers, Con- 
sular Invoices, etc.: shipping and transport, etc.. etc. 

In addition, samples of foreign competitive goods and cont- 
mercial products are constantly being received from abroad and 
are available for inspection by British traders at 3. Guildhal! 
Court, London. E.C.9. 

METHODS OF ADDRESSING ENQUIRIES. 

The Department of Overseas Trade invites applications for 
assistance from manufacturers and exporters of British goods who 
are desirous of initiating or extending Overseas connections, but 
it is desired to cali attention to one or two points, the observance 
of which will facilitate the supply of the information required. 

Where the enquiry concerns an Overseas market the applicant 
may, of course, apply direet to H.M. Trade Commissioners or 
Imperial Trade Correspondents in the British Empire, and to 
H.M. Commercial Diplomatic or Consular Officers in Foreign 
countries, but it is generaliy advisable to communicate in the 
first instance with the Department of Overseas Trade. 35. Old 
queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1, as the information required 
is frequently already in the possession of the Department, and 
the delay involved in communicating with the Officers abroad 
can therefore often be avoided. Should the information required 
not be available in London. the Department will make ali neces- 
sary enquiries abroad on the applicant’s behalf. 

When making application for information enquiries 
clearly specify :— 

(1) The countries concerning which information is re 

(2) The precise kind of goods: and 

(5) The particular points in regard to which the information 
is sought. 

By foilowing this method of making their enquiries as specific 
as possible, applicants will materially assist the Department in 
its endeavour to supply the precise information required. 
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BRITISH EMPIRE, * 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES “REQUIRED.—Applications 


are frequently received at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence) from firms in all parts of the 
United Kingdom and abroad who wish to get into communication 
with British manufacturers or producers of various classes of 
goods with a view to obtaining supplies. eer 
An application has been recorded during the past week for the 
names of manufacturers of the following (among other) articles :— 
Tilting and revolving chair irons or movements. 
British manufacturers of these articles now in a_ position ” 
supply are invited to make application for the name of the 
irer. 
" Aiealieotions for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





AUSTRALIA. 
ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
AUSTRALIA. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Oftice of the 
High Commissioner for Australia, Australia House, Strand, Lon- 
don, W.C.2, whence further information may be obtained :— 

GENERAL HARDWARE LINES.—A New South Wales 
business man, at present in London, is anxious to get into touch 
with British manufacturers of general hardware lines, including 
cooking utensils, builders’ supplies, etc. (Reference No, 101 14 44.) 

TEXTILES.—An Australian house, with oftices in Melbourne 
aud Sydney, desire an agency for all kinds of textile goods, 
preterably direct from the actua) manufacturers. <A representa- 
tive of this firm is now in London, and will be glad to arrange 
interviews with manufacturers. (Reference No. 89/430.) 

FELT, TWEED, PANAMA HATS, ETC., IRISH LINEN, 
ETC.—An established Australian company, with branches in 
Sydney and Brisbane, and representatives m the other capital 
cities, also in New Zealand and the Pacific Islands, desire to 
represent British manufacturers of felt, tweed, panama hats and 
caps, Irish linen, and mets haberdashery.  (Reterence No. 
211/2/12.) 

(Nore.—Early replies are desired, and these should Le sent 
direct to the Official Secretary. Commonwealth of Australia Com- 
mercial Information Bureau, at the above address, quoting the 
feterence Numbers. | 





ee, —_—_-——_ 


BRITISH WEST INDIES. 

HARDWARE, DRY GOODS, BOOTS, AND SHOES, 
EARTHENWARE, ETC.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents at 
Georgetown, British Guiana. is desirous of representing United 
Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of hardware, rope, cotton, 
and woollen goods. boots and shoes, trunks, eafthenware. The 
intention of this firm, both parties of which are stated to be 
young and energetic, is to cover the whole of the British West 
Indies and British Guiana. (Reference No. 93.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








CANADA. 

BOOTS, SHOES, SLIPPERS, AND LEATHER GOODS.—A 
manufacturers’ agent in Montrea! desires to represent United 
Ningdom suppliers of boots, shoes, slippers, and leather goods 
on a commission basis, for the provinces of Ontario and Quebec. 
(Reference No. 94.) 

SWEATER COATS, RAINCOATS. HOSIERY, CAPS, 
SHIRTS, TWEEDS.—A firm in Toronto desire to represent 
United Kingdom manufacturers of hosiery (cashmere and worsted) 
sweater coats and scarves, tweeds, caps, raincoats, knitted neck- 
wear, and working shirts, on a commission basis, for the province 
of Ontario. <A representative of this firm will be in England 
in the spring. (Reference No. 95.) 

HOISTING CABLES.—A firm in Cobalt, Ontario, desires to 
be placed in touch with a British manufacturer of high grade 
hoisting cables, who is not directly represented in Canada. It 
is understood that the firm is prepared to accept an agency on a 
sales basis. (Reference No. 96.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 

CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER’S ENQUIRIES. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 75, 
Basinghal! Street, London, E.C.2, whence further information 
may be obtained :— 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR SUGAR AND SYRUP.—A Mont- 
real exporting house wishes to get into touch with a firm in Lon- 
don possessing the necessary connection for securing large orders 
for Canadian refined sugar and syrup. 

LADIES’ HOSE, GLOVES, AND UNDERWEAR.—An 
applicant in Toronto wishes to get into touch with wholesale 
houses in England. requiring the services of a lady representa- 
tive in Canada, for the sale of ladies’ silk hose, gloves, and 
underwear. 





EGYPT. 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—An Egyptian firm of 
general commission agents established at Alexandria, wish to 
get into touch with firms in the United Kingdom desiring repre- 
sentatives for the sale of their goods in Egypt. (Reference No. 
97.) | 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








NEW ZEALAND. 
GENERAL MERCHANDISE.—An applicant, who has been 


emploved for several years as a traveller on behalf of a well- 
known British firm, is proposing to settle in New Zealand, and 
desires to secure agencies, on commission, for general merchan- 
dise (e.g.. soft goods, mercery, fancy goods, stationery, hard- 
ware.) (Reference No. 98.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


quae, 
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“ OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

MOTOR TOWER WAGONS.—H.M. Senior Trade Coimmis- 
sioner in South Africa, has forwarded an extract from the loca! 
press announcing that tenders are invited by the Municipal Counc; 
uf Johannesburg for the supply and delivery of two motor tower 
wagons (petrol engine vehicie or alternatively accumulator bat. 
tery electric vehicle) at the Council’s Gas and Electric Supply 
Stores at the Generating Station, President Street West, Johannes. 
burg. 

Specification, with form of tender, etc., may be obtained op 
application to the Acting General Manager. 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received by the 
Town Clerk, Municipal Offices, Johannesburg up to noon on 
oth March, instead of 15th January, as previously advertised in 
the local Press. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this intimation therefore, will be of use only to 
firms having agents in the Union, who can be instructed by cable. 


aud 


EUROPE. 








BELGIUM. 

DRUGS, CHEMICALS, OILS, ETC.—An_ old-established 
firm at Antwerp desire to obtain an agency for the sale of drugs, 
white spirit, oils, chemicals, lacquer, resins, and guims, either on 
commission or with depot. (Reterence No. 99.) 

STEEL, RAILROAD MATERIALS, MACHINE TOOLS.— 
A firm at Trooz, near Liege, desires to obtain an agency, with 
depot, for the sale of all kinds of steel, rails, bolts, tyres (rail 
way), axles, girders, files, machine-too's. ete. The applicant has 
had considerable experience in the trade ; employs two travellers, 
and has large store houses. (Reference No. 100.) 

INDIA-RUBBER, ELASTIC, AND WATERPROOF MATER. 
ITALS.—An agent, established in Brussels, wishes to obtain an 
agency for British firms exporting india-rubber, elastic, and 
waterproof materials. The enquirer has had many years’ ex: 
perience in the trade, and claims to have suitable connection. 
(Reference No. 101.) 

WOOL. COTTON, YARNS. WASTE, AND ALL RE. 
QUISITES FOR THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY.—An applicant 
at Verviers, with 30 years’ experience in the textile trade, desires 
to obtain an agency, on commission, for the sale of wool, cotton, 
and waste ends of wool and cotton. machine oil, machines for 
the textile industry, yarns of carded and combed wool, woo! 
tops. woollen and half-woollen materials, etc. (Reference No. 
102.) 

ENGINEERING, ELECTRICAL AND RAILWAY MATER: 
TALS.—<An engineer at Liege, desires to obtain an agency, on com: 
mission, for the sale of all goods required by engineers in the 
mining and metallurgical industries, smal! accessories for electrical 
enterprises, automobile accessories, machine tools, iron and steel, 
tinplate, copper, brass, tin, electrical and raiiway material. The 
applicant has had considerable experience in dealing with these 
coods. (Reference No. 103.) 

TIN PLATES.-—An agent at Liege, with 22 years’ experience 
in the trade, desires to obtain an agency for the sale of tin 
plates and to purchase monthly supplies of tin alloy for the 
manufacture of tin solder. (Reference No. 104.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





FINLAND. 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A_ Finnish firm, estab: 
lished in London and Helsingfors. already representing United 
Kingdom firms, desire to take up additional agencies for Fir 
land, for United Kingdom firms in a position to supply machin 
ery. motor-cars, cycles, agricultural implements, etc. ( Refer- 
ence No. 105.) ' 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to te 
Department of Overseas Traae. 


a 





GREECE. 

WOOLLEN GOODS, IRON SHEETS, TIN, MARIN 
GOODS. ETC.—An Athens firm of wholesale importers and com: 
mission agents, wish to get into touch with British exporters 0; 
woollen goods and drapery generally, iron sheets and bars, 2% 
vanised iron, tin, ete., also all kinds of marine goods. such # 
ropes. paints, etc, Correspondence may be in English, (Rete 
ence No. 106.) z. 

Applications for names and. acdresses must be sent to U® 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





ITALY. | 
CAMBRIC.—An_ Italian resident in Milan, inember of te 
British Chamber of Commerce. desires to represent, on 4 - 
mission basis. or would buy for own account for cash, trom 
United Kingdom manufacturers, cambric for making embroider 
Correspondence may be in French. (Reference No. 107.) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 


CAUSTIC SODA, SOLWAY SODA, AND BICHROMATE 
OF POTASSIUM.—An Italian engineer, resident in Milan, aud 
a member of the British Chamber of Commerce, desires to buy 
for his own account, cash against documents, caustic soda, solway 
soda, and bichromate of potassium. The applicant corresponds 
in English and French. (Reference No. 108.) 

MELPGALS. WIRES, METAL SHEETS, TIN PLATES, ETC.~ 
An Italian firm in Milan, members of the British Chamber ot 
Commerce. desire to represent British exporters of metals, wires, 
metal sheets, tin plates, etc. The firm also wish to buy imme- 
diately for their own account tin plates and steel sheets. (Refer- 
ence No. 109.) 

METALS.-—A firm of agents established in Northern Italy, 1s 
desirous of securing the representation, on a commission basis, 
for the whole of Italy, of United Kingdom firms dealing in 
“alpacca *’ (nickel), “pacfong*’ (white metal), brass, copper, 
electrolytic copper. nickel “thio ” (white metal), and aluminium in 
sheet and wire. The applicants correspond in English. (Refer- 
ence No. 110.) 

EARTHENWARE, CUTLERY, SILVERWARE, ETC.—An 
Italian firm in Milan is desirous of securing the representation, 
oy a commission basis, for the whole of Italy, of United Kingdom 
Gyms, for the sale of porcelain and earthenware tor hotels and 
restaurants. crockery, cutlery, silver ware, enamel] ware and 
household goods. The applicants correspond in English, French, 
and Italian. (Reference No. 111.) 

WATERPROOF GOODS, ASBESTOS, ETC.—An Italian firm, 
estab ished in Turin, desire to represent, either on a commission 
basis, or on their own account, British manufacturers of water- 
proof cloth, waterproof garments, goloshes, asbestos and insulat- 
ing material for electrical purposes. Correspoudence may be 
in French and Italian. (Reference No. 112.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








POLAND. 

WOOLLEN TEXTILE GOODS AND YARNS.—A_ Polish 
business man in Tumaszow desires to act as commission agent for 
United Kingdom exporters of woollen textile goods and’ yarns. 
Reference No. 113.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 








N. 
_ TENDERS INVITED. 

SCHOLASTIC AND SCIENTIFIC MATERIAL.— Tenders 
for supplies of scholastic and scientific material for Spanish Ele- 
mentary Schools are advertised in the Official Gazette of 9th 
January. Tenders must be submitted to the Ministry of Public 
Instruction at Madrid within 30 days of that date, together with 
samples of the following :— . 

Supplies for physical and technical laboratories, retorts, etc. 

Weights and measures in metrical system. 

Globes (maps). 25 to 32 cm. in diameter. , 

Magic lanterns for lectures, with electric or acetylene lighting. 

Agricultural, botanical, and technical apparatus for teaching 

~ children. 

Prices to be quoted for lots of 20, 25, 50, and 100 or more, 
giving c.i.f. price Spanish port. . 
It will be noticed that the time for submitting the tenders is 
short. and that it is therefore necessary that firms tendering 
should have a representative in Madrid, or be in a position to 
instruct a representative by cable. The Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Latin America Section) are in a position to furnish 
any firm making application with the name of a possible agent. 





’ 
SPAIN AND PORTUGAL. 
AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A firm of commission agents 
in Scotland. one of whose partners is shortly returning to Spain, 
desire to get into touch with British manufacturers and merchants 
requiring agents for Spain and Portugal. (Reference No. 114.) 

Applications for pames and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





SWEDEN. 

HOSIERY. TEXTILES. ETC.—A firm in Gothenburg is 
desirous of securing agencies, on a commission basis, for the 
whole of Sweden. for British manufacturers or merchants of 
the following articles :—Leicester hosiery, Nottingham curtains, 
Scotch tweeds, etc., silk piece-goods, Irish linen, ribbons, veil- 
ings. scarves, etc. (Reference No. 115.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


FANCY GOODS. CONFECTIONERY SPECIALITIES. Ec. 
—A New York firm of importers desires to get into touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of fancy goods. confectionery 
Specialities. etc. (Reference No. 116.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 

partment of Overseas Trade. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. — 
LATIN AMERICA, 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

DISTILLATION PLANT.—A despatch has reached the De- 
partment of Overseas Trade from H.M. Commercial Secretary 
at Buenos Aires, stating that the Argentine Ministry of Agri- 
culture have under consideration the proposed distillation, on a 
large scale, of petroleum, which would be obtained from the 
na Sage oil tields at Comodoro Rivadavia and Plaza Huincal. 
t is reported that a Departmenta] Committee has bee: appointed 
by the Argentine Minister of Agriculture. consisting of the Man- 
ager of the Comodoro Rivadavia fields, Commander Fliess. the 
Wirector General of Mines and Geology, Engineer Hermitte. and 
Engineer Domingo Nougues, with instructions to submit a pro- 
ject for the construction of a distillation plant on a large scale ; 
io report on the necessary measures to be taken for carrving 
out the project; and to indicate the most convenient location 
ior the plant. 

Should it be decided to proceed with this project it is apparent 
that a considerable amount of plant will be required, and this 
advance information is given in the hope that firms interested wil! 
communicate with their representatives at Buenos Aires. 

In the event of British firms desiiing to keep in touch with 
this matter, and having no representative in the Argentine, 
the Department is willing to assist them to get into communica- 
tion with a firm who might be willing to act in Buenos Aires. 

GROCERIES, WIRE, CEMENT, AGRICULTURAL IMPLE- 
MENTS, ETC.—A firm of importers of good repute in Buenos 
Aires, the proprietor of which is now in this country, are de- 
sirous of representing United Kingdom manufacturers for the 
sale of groceries and provisions, wire of all kinds, cement, 
agricultural implements, and tools, domestic articles, veterinary 
specialities, and all classes of articles used on estates. (Refer- 
ence No. 117.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 











DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 

BEVERAGES. PROVISIONS, HARDWARE, TEXTILES, 
CHEMICALS, ETC.—A_ newly-established firm of commission 
agents in Santo Domingo wish to represent British firms, on a 
salary or commission basis. The firm are particularly interested 
in the following lines :—Wines, whiskey, beer, rice, and provisions 
in general, hardware, cotton goods, drills and cashmeres, hosiery 
and underwear, perfumery, chemical products, ribbons, hats. 
boots and shoes, etc. (Reference No 118.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


—— 





MEXICO. 

CHEMICALS.—The Acting British Consul-Geueral, Mexico 
City, reports that a merchant in that town desires to be put in 
touch with British manufacturers of chemicals for use in the 
making of anilines, and also for chemicals used for industrial 
purposes. (Reference No. 119.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT SECTION. 
ALTERATIONS TO EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


The Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announce that as 
from the 2Ilst instant an Open General Licence has been 
issued for the export by Parcel Post of parcels containing 
one or more variety of foodstuffs (for the personal use of 
the addressee, and not for trading purposes) to all destina- 
tions with which trading is allowed, provided that any such 
parcel may not contain more than two pounds of sugar or 
more than one pound of butter. Applications need, there- 
fore. no longer be made to the Imports and Exports Licens- 
ing Section in respect of the export of such parcels by Parcel 
Post. 

The Board of Trade announce that as from the 21st in- 
stant the following have been removed from List ‘‘ A’ or 
‘“B ” of Prohibited Exports : — 

Salt and Pickled Meat, except bacon and ham. 
Meat Offal. 


Sausages except Pork Sausages. 


FOOD SECTION. 
RAILWAY CHARGES ON FISH. 


In view of the increase in railway rates, the Food Con- 
troller has, as a temporary measure, made an Order, by 
which, in the case of sales of fish by wholesale, there may be 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—contimed. 





added to the maximum price applicable under the Fish 
Prices Order, 1919, a sum at a rate not exceeding 5d. per 
stone. This addition may only be charged when the fish is 
carried by rail transport a distance not less than 25 miles, 
and does not apply to retail sales. The incidence of the 
additional rate will be further reviewed by the Food Con- 
troller in consultation with the various branches of the 
Fishing Industry in the course of next week. This Order 
came into force on the 18th instant. 





Commercial Returns. 





COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
THE WEEKLY RETURNS. 
Return of the Number or Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 3 weeks ended 15th January, 1920:— 


Week > Weeks Week 3 Weeks 
ended ended ended | ended | 
l5th Jan. 15th Jan.,' 15th Jan., | 15th Jan., 
1920. 1920. 1920. = 1920. 





IMP ORTS. Ex PORTS. 





Bales. Bales. Bales. —_— Bales. 
American ae 15,961 253,305 973 | 3,430 
Brazilian badoow ee 1,813 2,794 923 | 993 
East Indian .. .. 7,343 7,258 14°9 9,561 
Egyptian o «s) “Ree | $5,133 19,703 25,129 
Miscellaneous »-| 17,1149 40,312 233 1,034 





Total .. 171,944 349,518 23,304 = 40,077 


“Including 363 British West Indian, and 335 bales British 
West African. 

+Including 363 bales British West Indian, 335 bales British 
West African, 4.805 bales British East African, and 181 
bales Foreign East African. 





‘BANKRUPTCY RETURNS—ENGLAND AND 
WALES. 


Number of Receiving Orders and Administration Orders Deceased 
Debtors’ Estates) gazetted in the undermentioned Principal Trades 


and Occupations during the periods indicated :— 








Twelve 
December. Months ended 
December. 





1918. 1919. 1918 1919. 








No. No. No. | No. 

Total gazetted .. 7” .. 45 71 649 752 

Number gazetted in principal trades 
and occupations— 

Agents, Commision and General. . 

Bakers ; 


caer 


1] 


Contractors. . a - 

Drapers, Haberdashers, ete. 

Farmers and Graziers . _ 

Fishmongers, Poulterers and Mer- 
chants ; 

General Dealers 

(;rocers 

Hatters a 

Horse Dealers, ete 

Hosiers, Glovers, ete. ; 

Jewellers, Watchmakers, etc. 

Lodging House Keepers. . 

Merchants. General co sa 

Printers, Booksellers and. Pub- 
lishers a - 

Provision Merchants we 

Publicans, Hotel Keepers, etc. .. 

Restaurant Keepers, ete. 

Saddlers and Harness Makers 

Tailors - oa =o 

Travellers, Commercial 

Woollen Manufacturers 
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COMMERCIAL RETURNS—continued. 





CORN PRICES. 

Statement showing the average price of British Corn. per 
quarter of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 17th 
January, 1920, and corresponding weeks of the Seven 
years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. | 


ee 


Average Price. 





Wheat. Barley. | 


s. d. s. d. 
7 110 6 





Week ended 17th Jan., 1920 
Corresponding week in— 
1913. —(«. ons oe 28 10 
26 3 
3l 3 
49 6 
64 9% 
58 1 


62 3 


he 


~“Ito 2H OS — = 


1914... 

1916 

1916 

1917 

1918. re o: oe 
i919, exe ae 


*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that 
where returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the 
local Inspector of Corn Returns in any other measure thap 
the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure, 
that officer shall convert such returns into the Imperiaf 
bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pound 
for every bushel of oats, 





FISHERY STATISTICS FOR DECEMBER, 1919, 

The following statement shows the quantity and value of fib 
landed on the English and Welsh, Scotch and Irish coasts during 
the month of December, 1919. as compared with 1918 :— 


_——. 


Month of De.embev. 


1918. 1919. 








Quantity. Value Quantity. Valve, 
England and Wales— cwt. £ owt. £ 
Fish, excluding shell 

fish -_ -- 301,552 1,074,604! 754,468 1,664,895 
Shell fish . ¥ — 385360 | —- 48,80 


Total value .. 1,113,454 | 1,713,688 








Scotiand—- 

Fish, excluding shell 
fish -_ ws 497,659 406,841 501,94 
Shell fish ee 5,622 _ 38,484 





Total value ... 413,281 | 510,429 


ee 





ireland— 
Fish, excluding shell 
fish oe ere 6,52: 16,614 | 35,266 32,942 
Shell fish o — 1,090 _- £28 


Total value .. — 19,104 — 33,010 





NATIONAL INSURANCE ACTS: UNEMPLOY- 
MENT INSURANCE. 
DecIsIONs BY THE UMPIRE. 

Pursuant to paragraph (5) of the Unemployment Insut 
ance (Umpire) Regulations, the Minister of Labour hereby 
gives Notice of the following decision by the Umpire of 
questions whether contributions are payable : — 

A.—The Umpire has decided that contributions ARB 
PAYABLE in respect of :— 

2461X. Workmen engaged wholly or mainly in coverimg 
metal steering wheels for motor-cars with celluloid or othe? 
similar material. 

Note.—Decisions in which the Umpire has decided that 
contributions are payable under the National Insurance 
(Part II.) (Munitions Workers) Act, 1916, are indicated 
the letter X at the end of the number, e.g., 1554X. Cor 
tributions under these decisions are payable as from thé 
4th September, 1916. | 

Where no reference is given to an Application, the 
question has been decided by the Umpire, without notité 
as a matter not admitting of reasonable doubt, in a 
ance with paragraph (2) of the Unemployment Insurane 
(Umpire) Regulations. Erg 

Decisions relating to individual workmen which raise; 
no question of general interest, or which merely apply 4 
principle laid down in a_ previous decision, are 
published. 


— 
—_— 






















